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THE GREAT W ORSHIP 

DEBATE 
by Jeremy Morris 

I t has d e n  been said to me 
by people from denomina- 
tions, that the Church of 
Christ "is dwd and has no 

Me. Your members just sit there and 
don't let the Spirit of God flow through 
them. They quench the Spirit by being 
legalistic of the New Testament pas- 
sages." In turn, some will speak of 
these denominations as k i n g  outright 
mad. Their worship service has no or- 
der. They jump pews and dance in the 
aisles while constantly shouting up to 
God in Heaven." An outsider is easily 
confused amongs! t b  opposing sides. 
As followers of G d ,  we must close wr 
lips and open our ears to the Word of 
God regarding Christian worship. 

In John 4:24, Christ said, "Codis 
a spirit, and those that wrship him 
nurst uwrship him in spirit and in 
mtk " It seems to me that the worshp 
of our Creator is a continuum with 
"Complete Spirit" on one end and 
"Absohte Truthn on the other. Those 
who fall on the fbr end of the Spirit side 
claim that we can follow God through 
faith only. He q d i s  to all of us, and 
allows us to worship him in our individ- 
ual manners. Those that fall on the 
Truth end of tlus imaginary mntinuum 
claim that G d  set up a specific manner 
of worship and it must ?x adbered to 

''RoG~s?" 
by Phil Reynolds 

P salm 98: 1 : "0 sing unto the 
Lord a new song; for ke hath 
b e  marvdons Lings. . . " 

Fifteen year ago, "Christian rock" 
music was a tiny fringe element to the 
rock 'n' roll scene. Virtually ignored by 
almost everyone, bands such as Petra 
and Stryper eked out a living playing at 
church auditoriums and "concert-in- 
tlqlari? fairs. Today, Christian rock 
is a viable growth industry, with sales 
and concert receipts approaching a bil- 
lion dollars a year. 

Which l& me wondering . . . is 
this a good thing? 

Any fan of current secular 
"alternative r ~ k "  would be hard- 
pressed not to have noticed the recent 
definite trend of tongue-incheek, blab 
phemous references to God, usually 
from a curiously feminist point of view. 
Tori Amos has a hit song in which she 
sings 

God, sometimes you jusi 
don't come through; 
You need a w o r n  to look af- 
ter p u .  
Joan Osbume's latest album m t  

platinum in sales with a popular single 
containing the following lyrics: 

Whaf VGod was one of us? 
Just a slob like one of us? 
Another b a d  (their name escapes 

me) glibly sings, "Tell me all your 
thoughts on God, because I'm on my 
way to see her." Such lyrics are obvi- 
ously wil in nature to the discerning 
Christh, and certainly don't need to be 
analyzed here. But what about 
"Christian" rock; does it offer s o h e  to 
the rock 'n' roll fan with a conscience? 

When I was in high school, the 
Christian rmk band Petra r e l d  an 
album called Beat the System. That al- 
bum was probably the most popular of 
its kind at the time, and it contained the 
only Christian m k  hit song that I re- 
memhr, "God Gave Rwk 'n' Roll to 
You." I was not a Christian then, and 
didn't find the song offensive morally w 
spiritually; I simply thought it poor ar- 
tistically. That was back in 1984, and 
until recently, I really hadn't hard any- 
thing since, choosing not to pay atten- 
tion. 

About five months ago, after hear- 
ing of a Christian rock video program 
on channel 50 in Kansas City, Missouri, 
and &er overhearing the children of 
mme of our brethren in Christ talking 
abwt Christian rack music, I got inter- 
ested again. Finally, upon seeing a 
bumper sticker, brightly colored with 
the words Yesus Rocks," I decided to 
Imk into it. 

The first thing that struck me was 
(Sea MROZKS?" on puge 3) 
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ever, Satan is a master of making a up so mucb with tbe idea of "if you 
in quare la& found and a falsehood I d  don't do it the New Teaammt ex- 

I Timothy 4:1,2 that 
"the Spirit- ew a w e ,  - you're do- 

ing it wrongw that my 
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shp us to learn about our deletions, or additions? To answer this, hand, worshipping in the spirit also 
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WORPHlP (C0nlrOnlrmd~ pa@ 2) 
ing after a lost 90ul is saved by baptism; 
but, I have always seen several tears 
flow from Christians weeping joyously 
because of this spedamk malt. 

Why don't we use instruments? 
Why don't we dance, shout, clap and the 
like when we worship? Let me offer the 
following statistics for your informa- 
tion. Several tim in the Old Testa- 
ment, it is recorded that people danced 
in praise; h m e r ,  in the New Testa- 
ment, the words dance, dances, and 
dancing, are never used regarding our 
worship senice or expression of jq. 
Clapping was used in Old Testament 
times as well; ye?, clap, clapping, and 
clapped are never used in the New T w  
tament as actions in the worship service. 
Never do we run across the phrase 
"make a great mise to the Lord" as a 
command for our worship. Neither are 
we given an example of Christian's 
"shouting" for the Lord. Finalfy, there 
isn't even the hint of an exampie, corn- 
anand, or inference in the New Testa- 
ment regarding instrumental music. 

Yet, I pemnally feel that we in the 
Church of Christ do not worship in the 
spirit like we should. In our worship 
sewices, amidst our teachings and Bible 
readings, there is a great potential for 
benefit if some of the following were 
added: giving prayer requms followed 
by a p i a d  of the congregation praying, 
mare "A-mensw during a sermon or af- 
ter a muting, more singing in the wor- 
ship senice instead of 3 songs and a 40 
minute sermon, and more periods of 
time called "mutual edification" or 
" s h e  night" where the h c e  is open 
to pwsonal thoughts, prayers and read- 
ings. Every single item mentioned 
ahwe is completely allowed under New 
Testament scripture. In fact, phrases 
such as "pray without ceasing", "edify 
one armher", and "make a melody in 
your heart unto the Lord" expound the 
grave n h t y  of them in our worshp. 
Adding them can oniy perfect our wor- 
ship mce more. 

As mentioned before, the worship 
of our Creator, Father, Lor4 and God, 
is one of our greatest obligations and 
joys. It should be done in the pr $r manraer as outlined in the scripbus, ut 
it should not be a mindless perforrnance 
of rituals with no spirit. May God's wis- 
dom guide us while we ponder, as Mi- 
vidds, this " k t  Worship Ikhate." 

-7 (tontimedfrompge 3) 
n r e b e f k ~ , I w i C l & w u w h i m b s  
f o r e q  Father in And has 
anyone noticed that Amy Grant has 
gone to platinum sales since she tmk 
the words "God" or " J w "  out of her 
songs and replaced timi with "he* and 
"you," thereby perhaps insuring that her 
songs a d d  be interpreted as simply m- 
manm tunes for any nonChristian pur- 
chasers of the albums? 

organization proclaiming itself 
*Christian,* and then not truly being so. 
There's an element of trickery and de- 
ceit that seems worse than open sin. 
W h e n A n g u s Y o u n g o f A C d D C ~  
around the concert stage making dwil 
horns with his hands and singing abut 
king on "?he highway to Hell," the lis- 
tener knows exactty where he stands; 
the same isn't so obvious for Christian 
mk bands. Jerms addressed this i b  to 

The vaguen- the church in 
of the Iyrics can only Laodicea, in Rev- 
be matched bv the "Christian rock is elation 3:15-16: 

liberal teaching they th epitome of "I Rnmv your 
contain. Only the dee&, that you are 

warmest of milk is " h k e ~ a ~ "  neithw cdd nor 

fed to the listener p ~ t e o t i n g  easy h d  I wish you 
spiritually, with the m e  d h e r  one or 

bands adhering to 
subatiort, s h a h  the d e r !  So, Be- 

& mast -b spirituality, andhero yOY rn 
i h m - n e f i e r  

wallowed h d a -  (id00 wmsfi*, ddoing hd nm mbI 

of so by appealing to  tlie a b ~ ~ c b  lo wa y w  In fact, most of the outof mynsoprik.n 
gmups go a step fur- 6asw human Asires Christian rack 
ther in their libwal 
teaching, putting a 

to  get its message the epitome of 
n across. "lukewarm," pro- more politically cor- moting easy dva-  

rect, forging face tion, shallow spiri- 
on ChriaianiV, nwcr mentioning any- tuality, and hem (idol) warship, doing 
thing that could really be considered by awimg to br human de- 
God's "Law." sires to get its message across. 

This only makes sense, for any After carefufly listening to and *r reading On the part of the -- watching these bands, it beaornes more 
cians would surely bring doubt upon ,d how that a s t i a n  rock- 
themlves. I Thessalonians 4: 11: with its mWs& music, - meta 
"Make a y w r  adin'on to fwd a quid hair, tight-w pming etc.-is nothing 
life, to mind your mun bnsinesg und fa more than a marketing scam, its artistic 
dd' YW ' a h n  Mathew 6:': ~ s i ~ ~  a on existing d r  
"lk cmdni not Lo do your Of music. By mimicking the already 
*w-ess' bfloE to 

scrn proven popular forms of markerable 
i/you do, yw no mudc, and hoping kids mind 

mMlclm ywr Fder in 
" 

the minor altemtions in the $r ia ,  a 
6 5 :  "A'Andd- ywm, do ,,"& - fl Corinthians 1 1: 

n d k h * e h m f o r * q h  13-14: " F ~ ~ & n t a , - f & ~ ~  
topmy danthg in the d 
on the stred corners to be seen by &q ~ u l  uvrhm, m a s q u d g  

mem I r d y o ~ l r k u t h , t h r y 6 m  "-dCLrirr 
d e d  ikeir r e d  m fd " for S- h-f -M& rrs an 

angel of light " 
"But still," a Christian parent 

Jesus Christ led a life of rmekms, might ask "im't this better than Top 40 charadh~ed by sincerity, not r& 'n' roll, with its cuss words and fre- 
quent referenoes to sex?" I can see srrarrshig. Hedidnotrock. 

&ere the temptation to let om's chil- e++ 
dren listen to Christian rock can be 1141s K 13th 

tremendous, e e a l l y  if one "knew ~odepcnae~los MO 68052 
they were going to listen to that stuff 
anyway: but Ihave apmbkmwitharty 



W e r n  & There" and -In His Ser- 
vice*, regular feam by Dan Green, 
will no? appear in this issue, due to 
other cummhents by tk author. 
Om item of news came to the attention 
of your editor from Dean Ave., Des wonderful.. .voices smging. We peer no! bound to them by four part harmony, 
M O M  IA. through a vetl into dre realm of spirits or trained breath and v o d  chords. Our 
 hayl la Stocker is her 2nd where abide mls  who have f a d  the tie with them is the acknowledgment of 
year of mrsing school. She is lmking confusion of apostasy and its terrors. M ' s  power to deliver us h m  bondage. 
for a m e r  job. Jn her free time she ". . . t h e  who havs the victory over We on earth, share the anticipation of 
enj- going to MO to visit her new the beat, mm his image and over his God's plan with those who have gone on 
niece. Alissa Fetters p h d  1st place marR and wer the before. Ths joy of 
in UPS Olympic poster contest in number ufhis nume, lmlang forward and 
~owa. She was one of five finalists out standing on the sea ''Si~iw is m e  p i s ,  me power of 
of 1 0 0  entria in a coloring mntest. of glass, hlning && of many we Jesus' victwy is 
In Basic Skills tats she scored in the harps of God And expressed through 
97% in the nation. wv sing the song h e  with the singing; here and in 

of Moses, the s e ~ ~ a ~ f  the reah of spirits. 
- ~ w - r ~ ~ r n W ~ c t ~ ~  of GO* .,d the ~yirits~fJzlstWWTZ a is a pleasure 
CircRa 9701 E. 77th Tmam, Raytown, MO 
64138. S n d  byw l a  song of the Lamb." pwfeCt- n common to the 

(Rev.15:2-3) It is a children of Gad. 
song which praises The difference 
the Power of at He has fomded between the people of these realms is the 
His will through manifold judgments. It human w. earthly bodies b p e a k  
achowledges that all nations will our condition of being on trial. Their 
worship Him. We led to think ofthe trial is over. The body, in its present 
ten P I ~ P ~  which liberated Israel from condrtig is not made fw the world to 
Egypt. We ponder the dab-~t ion  of wme arry more than a jello mold is made 
Babylon, mother of harlots; whose to eat. ". . . flesh and blood cannot 
destmction ~d people to consider inherii the kingdom of God, nor d m  
where the way, truth and ltfe is 4 1 ~  corruption inherit incorruption" 
f~und- The of Moses and the Lamb (I Car. 15: 5 0). Therefore our physical 
is a SO% of deliverance. The departed 
are established in deliverance, while we &e MELODIES on gage 6) 

_ . l  . ' , *  

$ F Y ~ M ~ E ~ . . G E ~ ~ C ~  K ~ D  Q F  G A ~ E R  f i ~ ~  
4vChlcfb OdR T h I R ~ r  ~ & ; O R & V ~ R ~ - .  

I 

Jo~mal Faith, v d u l c  I 
A very special thanks to the 

many b r e h m  and &ends who have 
ordered our first book publication. 
~k response has been great. Over 
400 copies have been distributed. 

Sweral wond  and third re- 
orders have c ~ m e  in with parents or 
p d p r e n t s  ordering copies for their 
+hildren. ~ f i s  is a fitting 
ute to our senior evangelist authors 
for the many years of unselfish senice 
in the Kingdom. 

Copies are still available for 
$5.00 & plus51.50 W g e &  han- 
dling, or group orders of 4 or more 
shi* to the same address, $5.00 
€&I phG $0.50 pw copy pmge 8t 
hading. 

Volume II is in the early stages 
of publication. Nine m n s  will 
discrss & mmpe '"physical YS. spiri- 
tnaln things from Genesis to Revela- 
tion. Put,hcation date: Spring 1997. 

Planned future volumes, Cud 
willing will inclnde one by our sis- 
tas, by younger writers, and 
another by elders and teachers. If 
yoq or someone you know, w d d  k 
i n t d  in writing a 10-15 page 
t r ca t k  p h  contact this editor. 

-2- 



MEWDiES (Connmed@m page 5) 
voices aren't made for amity. Yet om 
bodies have a place in lieu of the 
resurrected body. #For it is the God 
who commanded Ltht  to shine out 
of darkness who bas shone in our 
heam to give the light of the 
knowkdge of the gloy of W m h e  
face of Jam Christ But we haw thh 
m u r e  in earthen vaseb, that the 
exc&ce of the power may be of 
God rrnd not of usn (TI Cor.4:6-7). 
The b d y  is made to hold the masure 
of the Lard. The tmly is a lowly vessel. 
In the Lord, it's lowliness is 
accentuated by the glorious spiritual 
seed it carries. To exalt the human 
body is to hide the beautiful truth of 
God's life, thus voiding ' the body's 
purpose, disgracing it in the excess of 
vain glory. 

So then what place do we have for 
our harmonies? Should we worry 
about pitch? Why be mnmned about 
any math of vocal expression, other 
than truthful words? Because our 
bodies must engage in singing 
(Eph.5:19), there must be a balance 
between the heart and orderly 
rendition. When Jesus and the disciples 
sang a hymn after the supper, did they 
indulge in chaotic b-? That 
doesn't seem real, h s  it? Jesus is not 
the author of confusion. Nor can we 
imagine them sounding with highly 
trained voices like The Cambridge 
Singers, elegant and well d d - .  An 
answer is found among the Psalms; 
1 . . therefore I wiB offer sacrvlces 
of joy in ITi tabernacle; I will sing, 
ya, I will sing praises tb the LORD" 
(Ps. 275). "Sing to the LORD wifh 
thankqiving . . . " (Ps. 147:7). The 
emphasis in these examples is a note of 
m e s t  song, born out of appreciation. 
This earnestness gives order to the 
voice in word and meldy. It is the 
spiritual which is emphasized. 
Naturally, we want muds that blend 
fee1'mg with truth to our e m ,  but let it 
be our love for God which motivates 
us. Melody and harmony can and do 
engage the b d y  with the spiritual side. 
But they must not dominate. I believe 
this is why there is no mention of the 
kiievers in the New Covenant using 
mechanical instruments (other than 
symbolically, as in Rev.152-3), and 
why Gd does command us to sing. 

Whmevex n mechanical instrument is 
present, the emphasis is shiRed away 
f h n  the spiritual to the physical, the 
balance is lost, and the earthen vessel 
g&s the glory. Even though the sound 
of a piano can invoke marry feelings, 
the sound and feelings have little in 
common with the heavenly, because 
the focus is on how we sound to 
ourselves. Thai is pleasant enough for 
*purposes, butmtfitbngfmth 
church's approach to W. However, 
when we come to G d  with our voices 
alone, it is like Moses taking his 
sandals off whlle walking on holy 
ground. The comfort and support of an 
instrument is like the comfort and 
support of Mosm' sandals, it interferes 
with the reality of our presence with 

'Whenever a 

present, the 

-pkysical; tlie 6 d  
ance is Ibst, and the 
earthen vesse [gets 

the glbry* " 

God. The melcdes and harmonies 
peculiar to our earthly bodies are 
legitimate enough for the present time, 
just as Moses' feet were legitimate to 
him. God has granted that the whole 
bemg engage in song to His glory. 

The link we have with the spirits 
of just men made perfect is the I d  of 
holy ground. It is maintained through 
following the scriptures in spirit and 
truth. Thgr sing because they ''have 
the victory over the beast." We sing 
~ w e l a o p f o r t h e v i c b t y t o b e  
sealed in us, as we overcome the world. 
Havk pleasure in the joy of deliverance 
as we sm& share with o m  another the 
melodies of our harts. 

Thisissuefeam asmgbyAary 
Swearingin and Karen Spencer. It is 
called "Dear Lad." Amy is a Speech 

i4mguage Patholqgst. With r e g d  to 
music, she enjoys s;lgin& listening to 
music, playing the piano, and 
camping. (In her letter to me she 
called it "attempting to compose".) 
She has sent in a numb of songs, and 
t hq  all have provided a rich source for 
our demo-recording. I am confident 
that her material will find wide 
acoeptance among those who love to 
singinworship. Amyshamwithus  
the background for the song, 'Dear 
Lord.' "Inspiration for 'Dear Lord' 
came as I was driving home one night 
h m  a trip. It was storming heavily 
and I was by myself 1 was nervous 
due to the severity of the storm and the 
conditions of the winding unfamiliar 
road I was mvelmg on. I usually sing 
when I get nervous, espscially when 
I'm by myself. mat night the song 
'Dear Lord' came rushing through my 
mind. Within only a few minutes the 
song was corn& and I found myself 
singing it over and over again. When I 
reached the next town, I pulled into a 
gas station and wrote the words and a 
rwgh estimate of the music down on a 
naphn I had in my car. I'll never 
forget that night and the awesomeness 
of its inspiration. Neither will I forget 
my commitment made through my 
prayer in the form of the song 'Dear 
Lord". Amy daborated with Karen 
to arrange the song. Karen & I share 
the same roots in the church, in that we 
bdh originated and grew spiritually in 
the church at Lawrence, Kansas. I 
have fond memories of that 
congregation. Karen and her family 
are a rich part of those memories. She 
says this about singing: "Music is 
special because it is one thing that we 
can always carry with us regardless of 
the physical environment. Our hearts 
can ring with melody dl the time if 
Jesus is reigning there. God has 
granted us a wonderful blessing by 
dowing us to praise Him through 
smgs." The Lord has given these two 
sisters in Christ a song to help us win. 
I hope you enjoy it. 

*++ 
LouL Garbi 
903 W. 11th 

Eldon, MO. 65026 



Songs of our Youth 

Dear Lord 
Lyrics: Amy Smrsrlngin 

6 

b 

1L 

I 

1 



elcome guest editorial 
writer Lady Dianne 
Decena, the young editor 
for the San Jose, CA 
church bulletin. 

Is* wi Brawe$" 
There are many joys that take 

place during the Church services and 
one of &ern is praising the Lord. 
"Praise" is a general twm that has a va- 
riety of different forms. Singing, or mu- 
sic, poems, and prayer are p l  a few ex- 
ample. "Sing Unto the Lord" is usually 
what comes to mind when the thought 
of praise comes along. 

Almost all Church servicw pmba- 
bfy begin with a few songs. Hymns sung 
during services are always based on the 
Bible; on stories that have an important 
message, or verses that gtve gwd 
mods. The words in the music are very 
i m p o m  and express a lot of thought 
and meaning. When we sing, we some- 
times feel uncomfortable or feel like not 
singing at all, or are very e d a r  of 
getting the right notes and correct 
temp, or if our voice is out of tune. It's 

natural for these things to haw once 
in awhile, but we should always be fo- 
cusing on Who we're singing to, and 
what the song is ssying. The composer 
of each song probably had a purpose for 
his or her music to come from the heat. 
That is how we praise the Lwd, by the 
thoughts, feelings, and melalies that 
come frwn the heart. 

Honoring our God gives special 
meaning to every Church sewice. One 
of the msom why we mmetimes don't 
concentrate on our praise towards Him, 
is because we don't see God. If every 
time a song book was o p e d ,  every per- 
son saw our Lord standrng in the front 
of the church, every mouth would be 
open with songs and feelings flowing 
out from our hearts. Each Sunday 
morning, as you open the hymn book, 
remember that Christ is wrywhere, in- 
cluding in the Church, and when you're 
singing from the h a  He will hear 
you. 

~~e~ 
Chwd~ofCWd, 7th&MissionSbd 

SanJa=,CA95110 

FOOY NOTES: Thank you Sister lady 
Diarma for a very timely editorial. It cer- 
tainly fits with 0th lessqs-in this issue. 
Keep up the g d  work. We will Ix hearing 
more h n  this fmily in the future, as her 
yo- sista is also a g d  writer. 

I b o w  t h  are many young Chris 
tians, with talent to write, who have excel- 
lent thoughts regardq lmpwtant mttm of 
faith That's what "FOOY" is all about. 

So, young folks, keep good writings 
coming in; this is ywr publication and frwn 
the "letters and comments" I get, a tot of 
people enjoy reading FOOY. 

Readers, please write and tell the 
young writers if you enjoy their work. Mu- 
mation is very important in Christian char- 
acter building. 

Several -tiom are b v i n g  a 
bundle of FOOY. If your congregation 
would like to rewive a bundle of each issue, 
send a request to the editor. The publication 
costs approximately $0.35 per copy to pnnt 
and mail. 

Artists, we need more teaching car- 
t~ for the Huz & Bm feature. 

I Faith of our Youth 
. .- . . .  - 

Ozark Church of Christ 
Dwain R. Stoops, Editor 
401 E. Mt. Vernon 
Nixa, Missouri, 65714 


