
The Chrisfian Race Wisdom of our Elders 
by Iolrlr M o d s  r by Milford Morris 

I will never forget race day. It was a day 
of nerves and adrenaline, a day when ail 
would be put to the test, and each would 
learn how he faired in comparison to his 
peers. For many of the participants, 

much time and effort had been put into preparing 
for this day- miles run, weights lifted, calories 
watched. For a. sizeable number of others, how- 
ever, cutting corners during practice runs, skipping 
"weight day," and enjoying a few too many 
twinlues had been the only preparations made. No 
place was this more apparent than at the starting - blocks. 

In those seconds preceding the gunshot, each 
runner would examine his competition. By the 
Iooks of some, it was apparent whether or not they 
had prepared. What every runner wanted to know 
about the others could always be found in their 
eyes. Those who had prepared had a burning in 
their eyes--they were there to win. The others had 
only a look that screamed "Let's just get this over 
with so I can go home."' With the exception of 
post-season, it was this way in every race I ever 
ran or witnessed. Some are determined to win, 
some are not. Tn the Christian race, which are 
you? 

"Do you not know that those who run in a 
race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in 
such a way that you may obtain it" ( 1  Cor. 924). 
Paul gave only one viable option for the race-- 
running with a determination to win. To run other- 
wise is vain. There will be no certificate of partici- 

T ime is our most valuable asset. Without 
time we could not accomplish anything. 
The scriptures tell us in Psalms 90: 10 the 
days of our years are three score and ten. 
But, as we look around there are many 

who don't make it to 70 years, for some of us only 
15, or less, some 20 and more. For each life, God 
has set a time for dying and after that the judgment. 
It i s  not so important how long we live, but how 
good we live. 

God has allotted us a period of time to serve 
Him. Ecclesiastes 12: 13- 14 says, "Let us hear the 
conclusion of the whole matter; fear God and keep 
His commandments; for this is the whole duty of 
man." 

In Ephesians 5 :  16 it speaks about redeeming our 
time, that is, to make good use of our time. So we 
walk cautiously; not as fools, but as wise servants. 

Remember in Mark chapter four; the parable of 
the sower, how the sower went out to sow. Some 
seed fell by the wayside, some fell on stony ground, 
some fell among thorns and some fell on good 
ground where it sprung up and yielded h i t .  When 
we use our time wisely, not wasting it away on the 
ways of unrighteousness and sins of this world, we 
can be the seed that fell on goad ground where we 
produce good fruits for the cause of Christ and His 
church. 

How sad it is  when we see our youth waste the 
precious commodity of time on non-productive liv- 
ing. Read how the prodigal son wasted away his 
inheritance on riotous living and became so poor as 

(See "R.4 CE" on page 61 I 
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(A TINE DISTANCE I 
1 by Srqlaaltie L. Moody 

Away in the distance 
That bright and shining light 
The one that leads me home 
Is now coming to my sight 

Away in the distance 
The truth is always there 
The one that shows me what to do 
With tender, loving care. 

Away in the distance 
But always with us i s  
The one true source we need, 
The powerful love of His. 

.- 

Away in the distance 
Far off it seems to be 
But it's always right within us 
If only we choose to see. 
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Wanted: Young Poets 

Poetry is an excellent medium 
to teach truth. It elicits the deep 
emotions of the soul. It stirs the 
spirit to action. It strums chords of 
melody in the heart. 

Young people, use your poetic 
skills and send the results to FOOY 
for publication. 

w Editor 

God Does Not 
Plant A 

Christian 
Alone 

b-v Lad?, Diurr/~a Decwln 

A s we near thc end of the 
summer season, we should 
not only relfoct on the ac- 
tions of ourselves bui or, and 
with, each other. 

Summer i s  thc time of growlh. 
God docs not plan1 a Chrislian alone. 
In Acts 2:42. "They dcvotcd thcm- 
selvcs to . . . fcllowship . . ." Spcnding 
timc with each other. doing activities, 
is a way of growing. Whcn cliristians 
spend timc logether. it's something 
God wants. As it says in Malachai 
3:  16. "Thcn those who fcarcd the Lord 
talked with cach olhcr. and thc Lord 
listened and hcard." Christians nccd 
each othcr: by hcndships. bonds. and 
fellowships. As a rcsult. wc grow in 
faith and cncouragc onc anothcr. "Just 
as each of us has one body with many 
mcmkrs, . . . so in Christ we who are 
many form onc body. and cach mem- 
ber belongs to a11 the others. We havc 
hfferent gifts, according to thc gracc 
given us." Rom. 12: 4-6. This also 
leads to warship and praises together. 
Therefore, we "Rejoice with those who 
rejoice . . . and live in harmony with 
one another" Rom. 12: 15- 16. 

Wc not only havc to spcnd timc 
together, but also importantly. wc havc 
to know each other on a personal level. 
As we grow together pcrsonaily, it 
creates honesty and h s t  in one an- 
other. Trust is cxtrcmcly in~porlant in 
relationships. Each of us necds it bc- 
foic we confess our sins to each othcr. 
"Therefore. confess your sins to cach 
other and pray for each other so that 
you may be Ilealcd. The praycr of a 
rightcous man is powerful and effec- 
tivc." says James 5:16. As a result wc 
also. "Carry each other's burdens . . 
.," according to Gal. 6:2. As we share 
our tcars and laughtcr with onc an- 
other. i l  gives us strength by 1l1c com- 
fort, care, and compassion that is pro- 
vided by our fellow christians. As 
Christians. ~ v c  arc one body of Christ, 
and  re must come together. 

We can't isolate ourselves from 
each other, because we need each 
other spiritually. Fellowship with one 
another and forgiveness of our sins 
are what binds us together as we walk 

WISDOM (Conr~nuedfiornpagt 1) 

to eat with the swine. 
Ecclesiastes 12: 1 reads, 

"Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth, while the 
evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I 
have no pleasure in them. 

Paul told Timothy, "Let no 
man despise thy youth; but be 
thou an example of the believers 
in word, in conversation [manner 
of life], in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, in purity." If only we could 
meditate on this and carry it with 
us in our daily living, how prof- 
itable our time could be spent. 

Happy was the old man who 
told his children to look sharp, 
act sharp, and be sharp, as they 
followed the example he set. So 
must we set the example of 
Christianity to the lost and dying 
world in sin. 

Yes, remember now our 
Creator and our service to Him in 
faithful duty. In all things show 
yourself as a pattern of good 
works in sound responsibility 
that cannot be condemned, re- 
deeming the time, that no matter 
whether we have 15 years, 20 
years or three score and ten 
years, when we stand before 
God, He can say, "Well done 
thou good and faithful servant." 

++a 
Elder of h e  Church 

Mumy Road Church of Christ 

in the light of Jesus. Our forgwcness and 
fellowship arc inseparable. We, with 
each othcr, must also be inseparable. 

As we reflect on the past summer, 
which rcprcscnts growth, wc must remcrn- 
ber that ii is God that makcs us grow, and 
it is God that causes us to grow together. 

Member of the Church ai 
San Jose, CA 



are not necessarily against God's 
Will. However,withwhatfre- GodtheMerc~ful  
quency are we sending those false - PASS I T  ON ! types of messages but not passing 
on the message of Christ? Often, 

J ohn Doe@anywhere. corn: 

"This e-nrail has been 
around the world 7 times and has 
been read by aver 1 million people. 
It brings good lttck ro those who 
pass it on. Unfort~r~lately, if brings 
misfortune lo those who trash it. A 
nran in Etrrupe passed on this e- 
mail and 3 days later he won u new 
car. A man in Mexico hashed this 
e-mail and a week later he losf his 
job. Do no/ neglect {his letter! Yuti 
musipass it on wirhin 5 days to 10 
people you h o w .  Get ready for 
good things io happen! Pass it 
on!" 

The internet has become a very 
popular way for people to commu- 
nicate. It is a fast and effective way 
for people to send and receive mail 
through personal electronic mail- 
boxes. With the increase in usage 
of the internet, there is also an in- 
crease in the amount of chain mail 
messages such as the one above 
which are forwarded by hundreds 
and thousands of people. These 
messages vary in content including 
typical chain mail messages, hu- 
morous stories or jokes, or wam- 
ings about new computer viruses. 

Messages such as the one 
above (which is fictitious but 
"typical" of chain mail messages) 
are not only superstitious, they are 
false. Some people probably be- 
lieve in chain mail messages which 
speak about good luck. They think 
they will really come true. Such a 
belief is contrahctory to the Bible 
and is no different than relying on a 
daily horoscope to decide what to 
do today. This is a false belief and 

we will forward e-mail messages 
without hesitation. How are we 
forwarding God's message to the 
rest of the world? 

Isaiah writes ". . .ye that make 
mention of the Lord, keep not 
silence,"(Is. 6 2 3 )  This infers that 
we need to pass on the message of 
Jesus continuously. Whether by 
the words we speak or the actions 
we take, we are an example to the 
world. Our age does not matter. 
If we are Christians, we are set on 
a hill for the rest of the world to 
see. 

We need not be ashamed to 
be Christians. Relative to early 
Christian times, we suffer very 
minor persecutions. The stoning 
of Stephen (Acts 7) was a horrific 
event for any Christian to endure. 
Stephen showed great faith and 
boldness by speaking Christ in 
such an environment. However, 
threat of this happening today is 
remote. Are we bold in our be- 
liefr Is it evident by our actions 
that we are Christians? Paul 
wrote to Timothy, "Be not thou 
therefore ashamed of the testi- 
mony of our Lord ..."( U Tim. 1:s) 
Our message is weak or nonexis- 
tent if we are ashamed of wearing 
the Christian name. 

What kind of message are 
you forwarding to the world? In 
many instances, we are the 
world's Bible. Let us all be bold 
in professing Jesus to the world. 
Hopefully, we are pure enough 
that we can reflect God's light to 
the world on a continual basis and 
without being ashamed. HIS mes- 
sage is a joyous a d  everlasting 
message if used properly! Pass it 
on! 

Member ofthe Church at 

qassing on these types of messages Pleasant 1 1 i l l - h  Moines, lowa 

-1s not a good idea for Christians. 
Many other messages we pass on 

by Neal J .  Ross 
. . -. . . - 

Q 
uestions of Mcrcy and 
Grace-ls Mercy impor- 
tant to us? Yes. Mercy is 
an emotion, object, and 
action, all acting together 

in one. It is sometlung that a person 
can feel, for himself or upon others; it 
is a presence, something that i s  g v c n  
from one person to another; and, it is 
an action, an act of compassion. So, 
what does mercy have to do with me, 
and my life with Gd? Hopefully, I 
can answer that question, and pox a 
couple more questions to you in an 
attempt to explain mercy and the 
gracc of Cod. 

First, is Man commanded to 
show rncrcy? Again, the answer is 
yes. I will a w n  explain what mcrcy 
is latcr, but in Luke. 6:36 Christ 
states, "Be yc hcrefore merclll as 
your Father is also merciful." Here 
we have a direct commandment to 
show mercy to those around us. Also, 
in Matthew 5:7 Chdst again says, 
" B l d  arc the merchd, for they 
shall obtain mercy." Not only are we 
commandEd, but we arc blesscd if we 
show mcrcy. And, on top of that, 
when wc show compassion to others, 
we bencfit ourselves in the process. 
Proverbs 1 1 : 17 explains, "The merci- 
ful man doeth gmd to his own soul: 
but he that is crucl troubleth hs own 
flesh." I f  you are not merciful, how- 
ever, the Father will show no mercy 
unto you. "For he shall have judg- 
ment without mcrcy, that hath showed 
no mercy; and mercy rejoiccth aganst 
judgment" (Jarncs 2: 13). 11 would 
certainly be unfortunate if you do not 
show mercy and kindness to the world 
around you. 

So, now that we know that we 
are to show this thing called mercy, 
what is it7 And is grace Lhe same 
thing? In Wcbslcr's Dictionary, 
Mcrcy is dcfrncd as a noun; an act 01 
kindness or compassion. Grace is 
also dcfined as a noun; unmerited 
divine help or pardon. These two 
seem to be similar, but still Merent 
in one major m p t . . . M a n  may only 
receive grace. Let me try to break this 
down, and show you what I am talk- 
ing about. - 

Wc are able to perfom these 
acts of kindness or compassion, as we 

pee "GOD" on page 4) 





I 64GOD' (Cannnlcedfrompuge 4) 

(iod1s gmce also is sufficient / M~lodPi~ h OUP H t ~ t t s  
for all human needs. 11 Corinthi- 

3' ans 1 2 : 9 .  "And hc said unto tuc. 1 

"For the wages of  sin is  
death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord." 

-Romans 6 : 2 L  

'my gracc IS sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is madc perfect in 
wcakness.' Most gladly thcreforc 
will I rathcr glory in my infirmi- 
tics, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me." Also, Romans 
8:32, "He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us 
al l ,  how shall he not with him 
also freeIy give us all things?" He 
does offer us all things, and he 
offers them through his Son, Jc- 
sus Christ. 

Lastly, it will save us, Eph- 
esians 2:s-10 explains, "For by 
grace yc are savcd through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: i t  i s  
the gift of God: Not of works. lest 
any man should boast. For we are 
his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them." It 
is the gracc of God thal saves us. 
Do not misinterpret this passage 
lo mean that works are not impor- 
tant for salvation, James 2 states 
that works are important. What 
this means is that Christ did not 

I ++* 
Ewlsior Spring Church of Christ 

--A 

peaking to One 
Another 

It is always a 
pleasure to meet with 

dccide to come to this earth bc- 
cause of the actions of a man or 
men. Instead, it was a plan that 
began bcfore the creation of the 
universe. John 1 :  17, "For the law 
was given by Moscs, but grace 
and truth camc by Jcsus Christ." 
The important thing is that 
through Christ we have the grace 
of God available to us. And, with 
this grace we have the opportu- 
nity to be saved. Do not overlook 
the opportunity that is available. 
Follow Jesus, love him. and keep 
his commandments. This is the 
way to rcccive the grace of God, 
and the salvalion that is available 
through it. 

a congregation where 
the singing i s  enthusiastic. A sense 
of interest and zeal is conveyed 
through being filled with the Spirit 
of God. (See Eph.5:18-19) It is 
not measured by the quality of 
harmony, pitch or volume. It is 
perceived through the 
congregation's involvement. Their 
love for the Lord and desire to 
serve are evident in this act of 
edification. 

It may not always be that 
we can teach the church publicly, 
or deliver a sermon, but we can 
always sing. This helps to build up 
the church. It communicates to all 
in attendance that being there, 
among our brethren in the 
presence of the Lord, is a good 
thing. 

Perhaps some of us are 
shy, and feel that our voice isn't 
good enough to be mingled with 
the rest. Maybe there are those of 
us with the token mentality. As we 
would take a crumb of bread or 

just the squeak of a sip for the 
Lord's table (demonstrating that 
the elements aren't valued for the 
quantity of intake), so we mumble 
a song underneath our breath, 
supposing that volume doesn't 
matter. Being heard by one another 
does matter. "..speaking to one 
another in psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs.. " " ..teaching and 
admonishing one another.. " 
(Eph.5:19 1 Co1.3:16) These 
passages denote our need to hear 
one another and to enjoy this 
mutual participation. This is not to 
confuse loudness with zeal. 
However, the quiet approach 
seems to be the greater malady. 

Through my brother-in- 
law, I was introduced to a style of 
singing called "Sacred Harp". This 
is practiced by folks of religious 
persuasion who meet with a similar 
conviction about singing as the 
churches of Christ. They use no 
mechanical instruments and utilize 
shape notes to facilitate the finding 
of pitch. I do not mention this to 
endorse this group or the tradition 
of using shape notes. Rather, they 

(See MELODIES on page 6) 



"RACE" (Conrmuedj7om poge I )  
pation handed out when t h s  race is over. You're either going to be a 
winner or a loser To be a winner, you've got to remove thoughts of 

'-' defeat, failure or something else you'd rather be doing. If there is 
something else you'd rather be doing than being a Christian, you'd 
might as well do it. An absence of determination results in uncertain 
mnning and the uncertain spend as much time turned from the goal as 
they do towards it. We must understand that any strength spent in any 
other direction than towards the goal is lost! Jesus said, "No one, 
having put his hand to the plow, and looking back is fit for the 
kingdom of God" (Lk. 9162). He also admonished us to "Remember 
Lot's wife" (Lk. 17:32) She turned back and died. God's message in 
aH of this is "Keep your eyes on the prize." I+-' L 

How is such determination manifested? In the same way the 
runners of a temporal race reveal their determination to win--proper 
preparation. Paul said, ". . . everyone who competes for the prize is 
temperate in ail things" (1 Cor. 9:25a). The athlete who runs to win is 
self-controlled; he denies himself any pleasure that would later hinder 
his performance. Victory depends upon the greatest self-denial in 
preparation. The same applies to our race. Jesus said, "If anyone 
desires to come after Me, let him deny himself. . ." (Mt. 16:24a). To 
turn from the sin that jeopardizes my relationship with God i s  the only 
way. This goes beyond denying only action, however. Since we are to 
"[do] the will of God from the heart" (Eph 6,6d), we must deny 
thought, as well. 

Ever heard someone say something like, "Well, if 1 weren't a 
Christian, I'd . . ."? How sad and revealing that such thoughts would 
enter the heart of an individuai. Not only should we not participate in 

-- sin, but we should have no desire to. Christians should hate sin! It 
spots our garments of white, and makes us filthy in the eyes of God. 
We shouldn't think of the things that we don't participate in as things 
that we wish the Lord didn't prohibit. That's mental hypocrisy and just 
as incriminating in the eyes of God as the acts themselves. Jonah is a 
good example. He went to Nineveh as commanded, preached as 
commanded, and brought about a great return to God He did it alI 
right. Yet, when he saw that God was relenting from destroying the 
city, he was angry. For such thoughts God was angry with him. 
Motions and motives must both be right. 

The race is going on right now. How are you doing? How hard 
have you been training? 

How much are you exerting yourselfl I read on a shirt several 
years ago the statement: "I've never lost, I've just been a little behind 
when the time ran out." Please don't be behind where you can and 
should be when your time here has expired. Now is the time to 
prepare. God simply wants to see through your life that you want to be 
with Him more than anyone else. Don't worry about how you stand in 
comparison to those around you. God will give the crown to the first 
and the last of those who have run to the best of their ability. We don't 
dl run the same speed, but we can all win. Praise the Lord, we can all 
win! 

Evangelist-in-Reparatiun 

Murray Road Church orChrist 

MELODIES (Continuedfimn page 5) 

do have an example which might be 
well to follow. When they sing, 
they are forthright and 
unvarnished. You can hear the 
elderly, working men and 
housewives, and young people, 
singing with gusto. Certain 
hobbyists (many of whom have 
little if any conviction about God) 
prize the raw power of these 
singers, and scorn the moderate 
attempts to smooth and polish the 
sound-It is ironic, that the plain 
sounds of humanity mingled in 
devotion to God, attract those who 
are enamored of the human 
content, not appreciating that it is 
devotion to God which makes the 
thing go. By the Spirit of God we 
enter into adoption, being received 
by God as His children. We cry 
Abba, Father. This quality of being 
sons and daughters of the living 
God should drive our singing. 

The failure to fulfill this 
tenant has two extremes. There is 
the tired vacant sound, as if we 
don't care. We can sound like we 
are asleep and that our dreams are 
more important than the living 
hope of salvation. Conversely, we 
can manage t o  delude ourselves 
through a manic type of zeal, a 
vibrancy borne soley of the human 
spirit, and not the Spirit of God. 1 
believe these are habits we slip into 
rather than blatantly disregarding 
the service of the saints. 

These tendencies can be 
easily corrected. All we need to do 
is remember just what it is that 
Christ purchased with His blood.. . 
a people who have been saved 
from the wrath to come, a grateful 
people. With all of the attendm 
thoughts and emotions 
surrounding this central event of 
being reconciled to God, let us 
make a joyful noise to the Lord. 

+4+ 
Evangelist of the Church 

E l k  MO Church of Christ 



Songs of our Youth 
Unto You, 0 Lord 

k - en spir - it, 

V u Y 
for wiih - out Y w r  care the well of life runs dry. 

hst - ing you, Ywr  might your pow'r. 

kmw that Yw will hear my dea and here by my side. 

Un - to You my Re - deem - er, 



As some may have noticed, 
the publication of FOOY is over 
one month behind our typical 
June mailing date. There is a 
good reason. On the first 
Wednesday evening in June, your 
editor was appointed elder, with 
Bob Cooper, of the flock which 
meets at Ozark, MO. 

The new responsibility leaves 
little time for extra activities, i.e., 
publishing FOOY. Beginning 
with the October 1998 issue, 
Brother Jeremy M o m s  will be the 
new editor of FMTH OF OUR 
YOUTH. Jeremy has assisted me 
in the past and will do a good job 
of getting FOOY out on time and 
seeing that it is filled with faith- 
building material by'our youth, for 
the edification of all. 

Jeremy invites all young 
Christians to write and submit 

-- articles, poems, or teaching car- 

toons for publication in fiture is- 
sues of FOOY. His mailing ad- 
dress is listed below. 

The Ozark congregation will 
continue to fund the publication 
and distribution of FOOY. We 
believe it is a worthwhile en- 
deavor in the Lord's vineyard; one 
that bears fruit to His honor and 
glory. 

I want to take this opportu- 
nity to thank all who have shared 
their talents to make FOOY a 
success. The encouragement and 
strength I have received from 
working with each of you, far 
outweighs the many long hours 
spent compiling each issue. In 
fact, I give a lot of credit to my 
work with FOOY for lifting me to 
the heights of faith, strength, 
courage and desire necessary to 
fill the ofice of a humble shepherd 
of a flock of the Lord's. 

I am confident that many of 
the young people who have con- 
tributed work for FOOY will 
someday be great elders, deacons, 
evangelists or teachers of truth. 
Most will be fathers and mothers 
who will raise their children to 
fear God and keep His comrnand- 
rnents; children who will be future 
FOOY authors. May this cycle 
never end until that great and 
notable day of the Lord; the day 
when the faith of our youth, and 
of all, will become the reality of 
eternity. 

My young friends, never for- 
get to stretch forth hands of faith 
in prayer, always knowing that 
God is actively involved in the 
lives of His children. He will never 
leave you, nor forsake you. Pray 
without ceasing; for when faith 
ceases to pray, it ceases to live. 

In Love and Faith, 
Dwain R. Stoops 

I FOOY Online: htt~:llme&bers.aol.codddeisl2341indc~html 

Ozark Church of Christ 
Jeremy Morris, Editor 
401 E. Mt. Vernon 
Nixa, Missouri, 65714 


