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I dedicate this volume to: 

My dear wife, Sharla Kay, for her love and thought­
fulness for my work for our Master as we begin the 
second half oJ the game of life together; 

Our daughters, Robin and Sonya, and their families; 

Especially our grandchildren, Ryan, Joshua, Rachael, 
Kyle, and Kelsey, who are only in the early stages of 
the game. 

Because of Him in whom I trust, I look fonvard with 
confidence and hope to His game plan for our second 
half. 

I trust you and yours will benefit from the messages of 
truth and faith In this journal. 
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FOREWORD 
Reflections of faith in this journal emanate from over 400 

years experience preaching and teaching the Word of God by men 
who have devoted their lives to the Way. Approximately ftfty years 
ago, some of the same authors were writing their first articles for 
publications that are still in many libraries. 

These authors bring countless hours of Bible study and medi­
tation to their lessons. Even so. many additional hours were spent 
especially to prepare each work in this book. One writer re­
marked, "In my research and study for this treatise I discovered 
additional evidence in the Old Testament that strengthened my 
lesson which had been undiscovered in my previous studies on the 
same subject." The point is that we should never assume that we 
have acquired all knowledge about any subject in the Word of God. 

The reader is encouraged to imbibe deeply of the waters of life 
served from vessels of clay tempered by wisdom and reasoning. 
Your spirit will be refreshed and uplifted by the Spirit of truth ar­
ticulated in each message. 

Passionate entreaty is only one of the various styles that will 
appeal to different readers. Some will appreciate the plain to-the­
point proclamation of truth, while others will be challenged by the 
didactical analysis of Biblical doctrines. 

Deep gratitude is extended to the writers not only for this ef­
fort but for many years offaithful service in the Lord's Kingdom. 

Special t.hanks to Amy Swearingin, Karen Spencer. Selinda 
Webb. Marjorie Gearhiser and Randy Bown for helping prepare, 
proofread and edit the manuscripts for publication. 

The Journal of Faith is intended to provide a medium for 
Christ.ians to share insights of faith and truth wit.h one another 
and with souls searching for the higher meaning of life. If only one 
lost soul is influenced to seek the Lord or one weak saint is encour­
aged to renew his or her commit.ment and lay hold on eternal life, 
then all the countless hours of researching, organizing, writing, 
compiling and publishing this volume will be wort.h it all. 

dwain r. stoops 
december 1995 
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Thomas D. Dennis 

Thomas Duane Dennis was born November 14, 1928 in a farm 
house nortMast of tM little town of New Market in Taylor County, 
Iowa. His family lost possession of tM farm in tM Great Depres­
sion of tM 1930's and moved to a rented farm near Mount Ayr in 
Ringgold County, Iowa in early 1937. 

One room country schools in Taylor and Ringgold counties 
provided Toms' early schooling. He graduated from High School 
in Mount Ayr in tM spring of 1947 and began traveling with evan­
gelists in church work. 

Tom married Ann Florea, his high school sweetlu!art, on April 
11, 1948. In tM early 1950's Suzanne, StepMn, and Sondra came 
to bless tMir family. The family home was in tM Mount Ayr 
community as Tom continued preaching tM Word and working for 
his fatMr and otMr local farmers to provide income for his family. 
He operated farm machinery, cut fire wood and Mdge post, hauled 
baled hay, sheared sMep, and did carpentry and mechanical work, 
as neighbors had need. 

The Dennis family moved to tM Des Moines area in 1967. The 
children married and provided Tom and Ann with ten grandchil­
dren. Tom and Ann still live in Des Moines and are members of 
tM Dean Avenue Church of Christ. 

BrotMr Tom has traveled widely among the churCMS of 
Christ. He edited and publisMd "THE GOSPEL MESSAGE" pa­
per from September 1983 through December 1990. One of his most 
impressive works has been conducting study tours in tM Bible 
Lands. 

• •• 
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ASK FOR THE OLD PATHS 

The highlight of the following treatise is the passionate style 
of the author appealing to each reader for individual action. For 
nearly half a century, this beloved servant has pleaded for sin­
ners to turn to the Lord and saints to remain true to the faith. 

In "Ask For The Old Paths", Brother Tom reaches out to 
touch us so that we will stay in touch with God. In his familiar 
''reverse'' crescendo style-starting loud and high, ending soft and 
low-he says, "God's word is not out-dated and God is not out of 
touch with the modern world." 

His message of plain truth warns us to remain on the path of 
purity, love, holiness, and scriptural soundness. His sincere de­
sire is that we never forget that the eternal destiny of our soul 
depends on which path we choose to follow. 

Christ made one sacrifice 
for sins forever, as it is written 
in Hebrews 10: 12 in the Holy 
Scriptures. He died for men of 
all nations and of all genera­
tions who would believe in Him 
and obey His word. 

On the first Pentecost after 
our Lord victoriously arose 
from the sealed st.one tomb, the 
apostle Peter inspired by the 
Holy Spirit boldly proclaimed 
God's message of salvation 
through Christ the Lord to the 
multitude assembled in Jerusa­
lem. He declared to them that 
God's promise of the remission 
of sins was not only for them 

but for their children and for all 
who were "afar off, as many as 
the Lord our God will call."1 

The term ''afar off' was 
used years later by the apostle 
Paul as he referred to the 
Gentiles In Ephesians 2: 17. 
With that same application of 
the term in Acts 2:39, the 
promise was to both the Jews 
and to the Gentiles. If we con­
sider the term "afar off' in ref­
erence to time, the promise was 
to those who were present, to 
their children, and to the gen­
erations yet far in the future. 

1 Acts 2:39 
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Therefore, the promise is for all 
nations of men and for all time, 
as many as the Lord will call. 
God is no respecter of persons. 
Let it be known assuredly that 
the Lord does still call to the 
souls of men by the gospel of 
Jesus Christ', and that the 
gospel is still the power of God 
unto salvation to believers of all 
nations. 3 

WORD SHALL ENDURE 

FOREVER 

God's Word is not out· 
dated and God is not out of 
touch with the modern world. 
The real problem is that most of 
the world is out of touch with 
God. God is still in control of 
the universe. His eyes are "in 
every place belwlding the evil 
and the good. "4 '}lnd there is 
no creature hidden from His 
sight, but all things are naked 
and opened unto the eyes of him 
to whom we must give ac· 
count."5 

Atheists, agnostics, skep· 
tics, and modernists may mock, 
jeer and scorn. They may even 
deny the very existence of God, 
ridicule the Genesis account of 
creation, the virgin birth of 
Christ, the miracles recorded in 
the Scriptures, and the resur· 
rection of Jesus Christ, but 

22 Thes. 2:14 
3 Rom. 1:16 
~ Prov. 15:3 
IIHeb 4:13 
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God's Word still stands sure 
and will endure forever. 

"All flesh is as grass, and 
all the glory of man as the 
{lower of grass. The grass with· 
ers, and its flower falls away, 
but the word of the Lord en· 
dures forever."6 

"Tfie rear pro6fem is 
tfiat most of tlie worU 
is out of toucti witti 

goa. " 
The Word of the Lord is al· 

together true and righteous and 
it shall endure forever' Jesus 
said, "Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away."7 Again He 
said, " ... the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and 
they are life."· 

NOT TO BETAKEN LIGHTLY 

Beloved, God has given us 
the Holy Scriptures to teach us 
the way of life and salvation. 
"All scripture is given by inspi· 
ration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for cor· 
rection, for instruction in right· 
eousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, tlwroughly 
equipped for every good 

61 Pet 1:24·25 
1 Matt 24:35 
8 John 6:63 
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works."9 He has "given uS all 
things that pertain to life and 
godliness."lO The Psalmist 
sang, "Your Word is a lamp 10 
my feet and a light to my 
palh."11 When we stand before 
God in judgment, we will he 
judged by our submission and 
obedience to His Word. 

Realizing these great 
truths, it behooves us to give 
heed to the scriptures and to 
the commandments and pattern 
of life outlined therein for us. 
The things of the Lord ought 
not to be taken lightly. 

We are made to realize the 
seriousness of life by the ques· 
tion that .Jesus asked, "What is 
a man profited if he gains the 
whole world and loses his own 
soul?"12 

HEED THE WARNINGS! 

The Holy Scriptures not 
only instruct us in the way of 
holiness, but by the Word of 
God we are also "warned."13 
We are warned about sin and 
its wages of death; 14 warned 
about disrespect and rejection 
of .Jesus;IS warned about reo 
bellion and disobedience; 
warned about the subtlety of 
Satan; warned about adding 

92Tim3:16-17 
10 2 Pet. 1:3 
11 P!;A. 119:105 
12Matt. 16: 26 
13 PSfl. 19:11 
14Rom.6:23 
15Jno. 5:23, 8:24 

to or taking from the Word of 
God; and warned about those 
who will come in sheep's cloth· 
ing, but in reality are ravenous 
wolves16 John admonishes, 
"Beloved, do not believe every 

"rrfie tlii1l{js of tlie Lon! 
ouglit not to 6e tal?gn 

fig litfy, " 

spirit, but test tlu! spirits, 
whether they are of God; be· 
cause many false prophets hat'e 
gone out inlo the world." 17 

Paul warns, "Reware lest any· 
one cheat you through philoso· 
phy and emply deceit, 
according to Ihe tradition of 
men, according to the basic 
principles of the world, and not 
according to Christ."18 "Let no 
one deceive you with empty 
words. , . "19 "Let no one de· 
ceive you by any means . . . '~o 
"Even if we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel 
to you than that what we have 
preached unto you, let him be 
accursed. "21 These are but a 
few warnings given us. There 
are others. Jude wrote that 
we should "contend earnestly 
for the faith which was once for 
all delivered I{) tlu! saints. '~2 

16 Matt. 7: 15 
\71 .1no. 4: 1 
18Coi. 2:8 
19Eph.5:6 
w2 Th. 2:3 
21 Gal. 1:8 
22Jude 1:3 
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WHERE IS 1HE GOOD WAY? 

The point I am striving to 
emphasize is---that we need to 
be content to simply follow the 
Lord's instructions. We need to 
"ask [or the old paths where the 
good way is, and walk in it. "23 

Noah was given exact 
specifications for the ark. 
Moses was instructed to build 
the tabernacle and he was cau­
tioned to build it according to 
the pattern shown him in the 

"'We neea to 6e content 
to simpCy joffow tlie 
Lora s instructions. " 

mount" Israel of old was re­
peatedly cautioned concerning 
the law given to them, "You 
sOO.ll observe to do as the LORD 
your God has commanded you. 
You sOOll not turn aside to the 
right hand or to the left. You 
shall walk in all the ways 
which the LORD your God has 
commanded you. '~5 "Whatever 
I command you, be careful to 
observe it. You shall not add to 
it nor take away [rom it. '~6 
Likewise, we must follow the 
pattern of things given us in 
the scriptures by "obeying from 
the heart that form of doctrine" 

23 Jer. 6:16 
2.01 Ex. 25:40, 27:8, Heb. 8:5 
Z6 Deut. 5:32-33 
26 Deut 12:32 
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mentioned in Rom. 6:17, and 
"!wIding fast the pattern of 
sound words. "27 

The early church contin­
ued steadfastly in th e apostles' 
doctrine ... "28 We ought to do 
the same. Jesus said what­
ever the apostles would bind on 
earth will be bound in 
heaven.29 

TEST ALL THINGS 

Men have introduced many 
innovations and will continue to 
do so. They claim to have had 
visions and revelations, or to 
have been instructed by angels 
or by God Himself. But be not 
deceived, the "Bible" is the 
Word of God. And our faith 
must be based on the Holy 
Scriptures, because faith comes 
from our hearing the Word of 
God30 and giving heed to those 
things that were written "toot 
we may believe."3! Be cautious 
when men claim that God has 
given th em some special reve­
lation or that He has led them 
to do th is or that. How can 
they be sure that it was the 
leading of God? Are they gifted 
with the miraculous power of 
discerning of spirits which was 
invested in men in the days of 
the apostles as mentioned in 1 

212 Tim. 1: 13 
28 Acts 2:42 
29 Matt. 18:18 
:)0 R,Qm 10: 17 
31 Jno. 20:31 
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Cor. 12: 1O? It is written that via television. Gambling, once 
Satan would disguise himself as a hidden practice, now is ana· 
an angel oflight.32 tional past time. 

Beloved, let the Holy Scrip· 
ture be your guide. The 1I0ly 
Scriptures " ... are able t.o make 
thee wise unt.o salvati.on 
through faith which is in Christ 
.Jesus. "33 God's Word is truth. 
"Let God be true but every man 
a liar. '~4 Be as noble as the 
ancient Bereans and searcb tbe 
Scriptures to see whetber tbe 
things you hear are RO. "Prove 
what is that good, and accept.· 
able, and perfect, will of God. '~5 
"Test all things; hold fast what 
is good. "36 

WATERED DOWN RELIGION 

Our nation has departed 
from the basic Bible principles 
wbich our forefathers sought to 
upbold and on which our gov· 
ernment was established. This 
has resulted in nearly every 
form of vice and corruption. 
Consider this one point: I have 
read that George Washington 
strictly forbade any form of pro· 
fanity in his army. What a far 
cry from standards today when 
profanity and vulgar filth are 
commonly used in our chilo 
dren's school classrooms and 
are channeled into our homes 

32 2 Cor. 11:14 
332 Tim. 3: 15 
34 Rom .. 3:4 
~e.Rom. 12:2 
a51 Thes. 5:21 

'Morta{ men liave at­
temptecf to ma~ refigion 
ancf cfiurcfi services more 
entertaining ancf attrac­

tive to peopfes cfesire. 

Churches across our land 
have followed the trends of our 
society. Mortal men have at· 
tempted to make religion and 
church services more entertain­
ing and attractive to peoples 
desire. It was this very effort 
that years ago brought instru· 
mental music into the worship 
and introduced fairs and carni· 
vals to raise money for 
churches. As time has passed a 
host of other things not 
authorized by the Scriptures 
have crept in. 

Preaching has been wa· 
tered down with tolerance of 
sin. Women preachers fill some 
of the pulpits of our land. Some 
denominations reportedly have 
even endorsed homosexuality 
as an alternate life style and 
accept homosexuals into t.heir 
membership. We recall Paul's 
plea t.o Timothy, "Preach the 
Word! Be ready in seaRon and 
out of season. Convince, reo 
buke, exh.ort, with all long· 
suffering and teaching. For the 
time will come when they will 
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not endltre sOltnd doctrine; bitt 
according to their own IltSts, 
beca/1se they have itching ears, 
they will heap ItP for themse/t,es 
tRachers, and they will tltrn 
thRir ears away from the tmth, 
and be tltrned aside to fa­
bles. "37 

FOLLOW THE SAFE PATH 

Some people will say, 
"What difference does it make? 
Why be so tediously strict that 
you thmk you have to have 
chapter and verse for every­
t.hing you believe and for all 
your faith and practice?" The 

"Live a fife of purity, 
fm;e aruf Iiofiness, follow­
ing tlie qoa given guitfe­

fines of tlie Jfofy 
Scriptures. " 

answer should be clear when 
we realize we shall be judged 
according to what is written in 
the Word of God. We simply 
want to obey the Lord and be 
acceptable in His sight. Jesus 
said, ''If YOIt love Me, keep my 
commandments. "38 ''If anyone 
love me, he will keep my 
words".'9 "YOIt are my friends, 
if yolt do what I command 

37 2 Tim. 4:2.4 
3s.John.14:15 
39John. 14:23 
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yOIt. "40 In Revelations we rcad. 
''Blessed are they who do his 
commandments that they may 
have right til thR tree of life and 
enter in through the gatRs into 
the city. "41 He is "I he all thor of 
etRrna! salvation to all who 
obey him. "42 

Men may argue that these 
are modern times and the Bible 
is out-dated, but beloved, do not 
equate the words of men with 
the Word of God. Sin is still 
sin. Murder is still murder. A 
lie is still a lie. Fornication is 
still wrong in the eyes of God 
regardless of how acceptable it 
becomes in society. Nudity and 
immodesty are still condemned 
by God. Homosexuality is an 
abommation. The Almighty 
God, our Creator, and the one 
before whom we will stand in 
judgment, has revealed His will 
for our lives and our salvation 
through the Holy Scriptures. 

Follow the safe path, the 
way of salvation taught in the 
Bible. 'Make your calling and 
election Sllre. "43 Believe in 
Christ. Repent of your sins. 
Confess your faith in Christ as 
the Son of God. Be baptized in 
His name for the remission of 
your sins. Live a life of purity, 
love and holiness, following the 
God given guidelines of the 
Holy Scriptures. Cling to the 

40 John. 15:14 
41 Rev. 22:14 
42 Heb. 5:9 
43 2 Pet. 1:10 
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old paths of life and godliness 
taught in the Word. The eter­
nal destiny of your soul de­
pends on it! 

••• 
2322 East Sixteenth Street 

Des Moines, Iowa 50316-1808 

9 
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Winford Lee 

Winford e was born in Montevideo, Minnesota, April 25, 
1918. 'I'M amily moved to rk:tJvMissouri in 1928. Winford 
obeyed tM gospel September 3, 1939 and was baptized by BrotMr 
e. R. Thrner. He delivered his first sermon almost five months 
later February 4, 1940 at ChillicotM, Missouri. 

He attended 18 weeks of Bible study under BrotMr E. M. Zerr 
and 24 weeks under W. Carl KetcMrside, in 1941 and 1942. 

Winford Mid his first Gospel Meeting at Lamine, Missouri 
August 3-17, 1941. Since tMn M has proclaimed tM Gospel in 14 
states. 

On April 6, 1947, M united in marriage with Reba Owens of 
Martinsville, Indiana. They have two children, John of Green­
wood, Missouri and Karen Armstrong of Connersville, Indiana; 
two grandsons, Brandon and Shane Lee and two granddaughters, 
Jessica and Samantha Armstrong. 

At tM present, Reba and Winford live in Nixa, Missouri . 

••• 
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GOD'S ELDEST SONS 

The familiar analytic style of the writer otTers intriguing in­
sight into a unique concept of Bonship that transcends gender 
boundaries and elevates all Christians to a special relationship 
with God. 

As perplexing as being "born again", this concept teaches a 
biblical principle explaining the peculiarity of a Christian and a 
new awareness of authority and responsibility. 

Brother Winford masterfully delineates the choices, evaluates 
the special benefits and weighs the responsibilities of this special 
kinship with God. The status as "Eldest Sons" should encourage 
all to he leaders in their own sphere of Christian endeavor. 

The title for this treatise is 
taken from Hebrews 12:23; "To 
the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn, which 
are written in heaven . .. " 

In this passage the word 
"firstborn" does not refer to 
Christ. The Holy Spirit is not 
telling us this is the name of 
the church; neither is it refer· 
ring to Christ as the head of the 
church. The Apostle Paul is 
talking about Christians whose 
names are recorded in heaven. 

Berry's Greek Interlinear 
translates as follows: "To the 
assembly of firstborn ones in 
the heavens registered." The 
Twentieth Century Translation 
says: "To the assemblage of 
God's eldest sons "'hose names 
are enrolled in heaven." The 
Emphatic Diaglott. a Greek In· 

terlinear translates it as fol­
lows: "To a congregation of 
firstborns." We can easily see 
t.hat. in t.he original Greek the 
word "firstborn" is plural. 

"'To a c01lfJregation of 
first6oms ... " 

This terminology is based 
on t.he law of primogeniture, 
which gave a greater port.ion of 
t.he fathers inheritance, titles 
and special privileges to the 
first.born. This law was not re­
pealed by Great Brit.ain until 
1925. It was practiced by the 
patriarchs and was included in 
the law of Moses, where it is 
mentioned as "the right of the 
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firstborn", who received a 
"double portion."l 

There were several advan· 
tages to which the first born 
were entitled. Jewish history, 
as well as the Bible, attest to 
the following: 

1. He became head of the 
family or tribe. 

2. His position was honorable. 

3. He inherited a double por· 
tion of his fathers' propert.y 
or holdings. 

4. The first born was in line 
for Royal succession2 

"%e privifege of tlie 
first60m COUra 6e for­

feited' 6y miscond'uct; it 
was not necessarily 

permanent, it was not 
etclied'in stone, " 

These advantages were 
tempered, however, with reo 
sponsibilities. Even in the New 
Testament we get a glimpse of 
the fact that the fustborn was 
responsible for the family. In 
Luke's record of the gospel, we 
have the following, '~nd he 
said unto another, Follow me. 
But he said, Lord, suffer me 
{irst to go and bury my father. ''3 

We know his father was not 

1 Deut. 21:17 
2IJ Chro. 21:3 
3 Luke 9:59 
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dead, at that time, or this per· 
son would have been at home or 
at his father's house. The law 
of primogeniture will aid us in 
understanding this passage. 
This person, being Hebrew, was 
undoubtedly the firstborn 
(eldest) son. Hence, he was ob· 
ligated to remain at home until 
his father died so he could at· 
tend to the burial. Christ's an· 
swer indicates that obligation 
was not going to continue under 
the new covenant. 

One of the earliest charac· 
ters in the Bible regarding the 
birthrigh t is Esau. The Apostle 
Paul states, ''Lest there be any 
fornicator, or profane person, as 
Esau, who for one morsel of 
meat sold his birthright. "4 

The record of Esau selling his 
hirthright is found in Genesis 
25:29·34. Jacob was making 
pottage when Esau came in 
from the field. He was fatigued 
and hungry and asked for red 
pottage. Jacob said, "Sell me 
this day thy birthright.' Esau 
replied, "I'm at the point of 
death, I am going to die. What 
good is the birthright after I'm 
dead?" And he sold it to Jacob. 
Isn't it amazing what people 
will do under somewhat diffi· 
cult circumstances? I doubt 
that Esau was near death. He 
was able to come in from the 
field. He was able to talk, and 
he was not incoherent, so I 
judge he could have obtained 

4 Hebrews 12: 16 
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food. However, he forfeited his 
fu ture for a ready made meal. 

The privilege of the first­
born could be forfeited by mis­
conduct; it was not necessarily 
permanent, it was not etched in 
stone. Reuben was the first­
born of ~Jacob; however, because 
of his lack of good morals, he 
was deposed. ,Jacob said 
Reuben was as "unstable aR wa· 
ter.'~ Reuben's property rights 
were given to the descendants 
of Joseph." 

OUR CHOICE 

~Then we were born into 
our fleshly family we had no 
choice of parents, nationality or 
wealth. I think the choice God 
put before us is marvelous. 
Only in Christianity can a per­
son choose his family. We can 
choose God as our Father; we 
can choose Godly brothers and 
sisters. God is the creator of all 
things, but He is special to IIis 
people, "lie is our Fat.her." The 
word "father" is a parent.al ex­
pression. The Bible never 
speaks of God as being the fa­
t.her of a mount.ain, or fat.her of 
an ocean. The word "fat.her" is 
reserved for IIis people. What a 
beautiful ring t.he expression 
"Our Father which art in 
heaven" has in view of this. 
God has given us the choice of 
what we want t.o be. Even in 

~ Gen. 49:3,4 
6I Chro. 5:1 
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t.he Old Testament the great 
general Joshua pleaded with 
Israel, " ... Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve .... but as for 
me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord. '" 

"OnCy in Cliristianity 
can a person clioose liis 

famiCy- " 
This choice offers us the 

opportunit.y to become a first­
born. Under the gospel dispen­
sation everyone who has the 
desire can be an "eldest son." 
When a person realizes he is a 
sinner and lost in God's sight, 
he can be freed from his trans­
gressions. Only in Christ. can 
this be accomplished. I read in 
the gospel of ,John, Chapter 3, 
"There was a man of the Phari­
sees, named Nicodemus, a ruler 
of the Jews: The same came to 
,Jesus by night, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, we know that thou 
art a teacher come from God: 
for no man can do these mira­
cles that. thou doest, except God 
be with him. ,Jesus answered 
and said unto him, Verily, ver­
ily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God." That. 
saying baffled Nicodemus and 
he questioned how a man could 
be born when he was old. The 
Master answered, "Verily, ver­
ily, I say unto thee, Except a 

7 Joshua 24: 15 
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man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God." All through 
the New Testament the formula 
is the same for becoming a 

"[ tliin/t we can see tfiat 
many Girtliriglits fiave 

6een sacriJicetf upon tlie 
a{tar of pritfe. " 

Christian. There must be 
hearing and believing testi­
mony, repenting of sin, confess­
ing the Christ, and being 
baptized. The Apostle Peter 
speaking to the multitude in 
Jerusalem said, "Repent, and be 
baptized everyone of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins. ''8 This makes 
us all firstborn ones. Under the 
Old Testament only one son per 
family could be a firstborn; but 
under Christ's law every true 
believer is an "eldest son." May 
I suggest this also includes 
women. Every girl, every 
woman who obeys the gospel is 
in the same class as men. 
Paul states, '~ .. there is neither 
male n<Jr female: for ye are all 
one in Christ Jesus."9 

The idea that all can be 
"firstborn" goes against human 
reasoning. We all can be 
helped by how God used the 
term in the Old Testament. 

/I Acts 2:38 
'Gal. 3,28 
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The children of Israel were in 
bondage; Moses was sent to 
lead them out. God told Moses 
what to say to the Egyptian 
leader, 'itnd thou shalt say 
unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the 
LORD, Israel is my son, even 
my firstborn . . . "10 The select 
nation was to receive a bless­
ing. All Israel was to be led out 
of bondage; all Israel would 
cross the Red Sea. Also the 
promise of entering into the 
Canaan land was theirs. Now, 
because they had these great 
promises, God said, '1srael is 
my firstborn." The book of 
Galatians speaks of the Lord's 
church as Israel. 'itnd as many 
as walk according to this rule, 
peace be on them, and mercy, 
and upon the Israel of God. "11 

A congregation may be one 
hundred percent Gentile and 
still be the Israel of God in a 
figurative sense. 

SELLING OUR BIRTHRIGHT 

One of the greatest diffi­
culties is continuing to be faith­
ful after we have obeyed the 
gospel. The bulk of the New 
Testament addresses this 
problem. There are twenty-one 
epistles beginning with Romans 
and concluding with Jude and 
everyone of these volumes con­
tain warnmgs, admonitions, 

10 Exo. 4:22 
11 Gal. 6:16 
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and instructions, lest we fall 
from grace or the favor of God. 

When t.he Apostle Paul 
said, 'Wot forsaking the a .• sem­
bling of ollrselves together .. "12 

we can see the importance the 
Lord places on church atten­
dance. When we willfully ab­
sent. ourselves from the Lord's 
Day services, we get danger­
ously close to the conduct of 
Esau. Since Jesus died to bring 
the church int.o existence, t.he 
least. we can do is to honor and 
respect it. The elders at 
Ephesus were t.old to "{eed the 
church of God, which he hath 
pllrchased with His own 
blood. "13 In t.he great. sermon 
on the mount., Jesus said, ''Bllt 
seek ye first the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness . .. " 
Putting first t.hings first should 
be our highest priority. 

Anot.her att.it.ude that. can 
prove our downfall is pride. 
Solomon states, "Pride goeth 
before destruction, and an 
haughty spirit before a fall. "14 

We are not to t.hink of ourselves 
more highly than we ought to 
think. 15 Pride was one of the 
sins that t.oppled Eve in the 
garden of Eden. The Apostle 
,John states, ''For all that is in 
the world, the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life, is not of the Pa-

12 IIeb. 10:25 
13 Acts 20:28 
HProv.16:18 
l~Rom. 12:3 
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ther, bitt is of the world. "16 To 
my knowledge the word "pride" 
is never used in a good sense in 
the Bible. 

There is a church men­
tioned in the Bible t.hat fell 
from God's favor because of 
pride. ''Becallse thou sayest, I 
am rich, and increased with 
goods, and have need of noth­
ing; and knowest not that thou 
art wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and na­
ked . .. "11 This statement was 
made to the Church at 
Laodicea. Pride has such a 
devastating effect on people. It 
makes us think we have every­
thing, when in reality, we have 
nothing. The people of 
Laodicea sacrificed their birt.h­
right. on the altar of pride. 

"It (prUfe) maf.fs US tfiin~ 

we liave everytfiing, 
when in reality we liave 

notfiing. " 
The hook of Daniel reveals 

t.he life of Nehuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon. He was a powerful 
and proud man and his speech 
betrayed him. lIere is what he 
uttered, '1s not. this great. Baby­
lon, that I have bllilt for the 
hOllse of the kingdom by the 
m igh t of my power, and for the 

16I,]ohn2:16 
17Rev.3:17 
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honour of my majesty?"18 Isn't 
that passage dripping with 
pride? His kingdom collapsed 
and he met the fate of animals 
for seven years. 

"Just imagine a man so 
aaept at encouraging 

that tfte apostfes changecf 
fiis name to that wonf. " 

We must remember that it 
doesn't take large things to 
make people proud. We have 
seen men who were proud of 
their abilities. If we have tal­
ent and ability to do things in a 
skillful manner, let's be thank­
ful. rather than displaying the 
"I am better than you" attitude. 
I think we can see that many 
birthrights have been sacrificed 
upon the altar of pride. 

RESPONSIBILITY TO OUR 
"TRIBE" 

As the firstborn of the Is­
raelites had particular duties 
and responsibilities to their 
family, we too, have duties t.o­
ward our spiritual family, the 
church. We are God's family 
here on earth. The Bible says, 
''Brethren, if a man be over­
taken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one in 
the spirit of meekness . . . "19 

18 Daniel 4:30 
19 Gal. 6:1 
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This does not mean we will al­
ways be able to restme every­
one that goes astray, but we 
should always try. Sometimes 
a little encouragement is all 
that an erring one needs. 
Sometimes he may need addi­
tional teaching and instruction. 
Weare also told to ''Bear ye orU! 
another's burdens, and so {ul{ill 
the law of Christ. '~o I judge we 
all need help along this line 
sometime in our lives. Some 
burdens in life are too heavy too 
be borne alone. Even the 
strongest Ch ristians sometimes 
need help. I think we have a 
good example of this in the 
scriptures. When we study the 
eldership of the church, it is 
obvious that God knew the bur­
den of the eldership was t.oo 
heavy for one man to bear. 
This is one of the reasons the 
Bible teaches there is t.o be a 
plurality of elders. I am not 
saying if an elder is left alone, 
by reason of death or from 
other circumstances, that he 
should resign; however, a 
strong effort should be made to 
add to the eldership. The load 
is too much for one man to 
handle efficiently. 

We must realize tbat one 
aspect of t.he church meeting 
together was to exhort one an­
other. The teaching is quite 
clear, "Not forsaking the assem­
bling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some i.<; but ex-

20 Gal. 6:2 
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horting one another . .. "21 As 
the firstborn ones of God, we 
are to aid one anot.her. 

"goa lias maae so 
many promises to tlie 
faitfrjuC ana tliese 
promises can 6e en­

joyd wfiiCe we are on 
eartfi. " 

When Cain killed Abel, and 
God asked Cain, "Where is Abel 
thy brother?" (a rhet.orical 
question, because God knew the 
answer but. asked for effect), 
Cain lamely answered, 'ftm I 
my brother's keeper?" Because 
of this attitude Cain met a woe· 
ful end. His name goes down in 
infamyl One of the greatest 
t.hings we can do as God's 
"eldest sons" is to aid and serve 
others. This does not mean we 
are to meddle in the affairs of 
others; but, as Paul said, ''Be 
ready to every good work. '~2 Tn 
ot.her words be ready mentally 
and spiritually when the need 
for aid and encouragement pre· 
sent.s itself. Some times we 
help and encourage people in 
unusual ways. Occasionally in 
the area of church work, I have 
asked people to assist in or do 
some task that T could have 
easily done by myself; but, they 

211leb. 10:25 
22 Titus 3: 1 
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were thrilled at the opport.unity 
and felt the joy of being of 
service. We can do so much 
good by just helping fellow 
Christ.ians do things. 

We also have a classic ex· 
ample of a man being of great 
encourage men t in the book of 
Acts. According to chapter 
four, we have Joses who was 
surnamed Barnabas by the 
apostles. The name Barnabas 
means "consolation or encoura· 
ger." Just imagine a man so 
adept at encouraging that. the 
apostles changed his name to 
that word. This gives rise to 
the idea that he exceeded all 
the apostles in the field of en· 
couraging. When Saul of Tar· 
sus was converted as recorded 
in Acts 9, the people had diffi· 
culty believing it was true, be· 
cause he had persecuted the 
believers in the most savage 
way. Later, when Saul (paul) 
came to Jerusalem and at· 
tempted to join himself to the 
disciples, they would not accept 
him. They didn't believe he had 
obeyed the gospel. In short, 
they were afraid of him, and 
thought he was still an enemy 
of Christ's way. The man 
Barnabas came to his aid and 
testified on his behalf. Notice 
what Barnabas did, ''But 
Barnabas took him, and 
brought him to the apostles, 
and declared unto them how he 
had seen the Lord in the way, 
and that He had spoken to him, 
and how he had preached 
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boldly at Damw;cus in the name 
of Jesus. ''23 What encourage· 
ment this must have been to 
Paull 

The church at Antioch was 
a congregation of note. They 
had teachers and preachers 
that were outstanding accord· 
ing to Acts 13: 1·3. A great 
event occurred at Antioch. God 
said to that congregation, 
through the Spirit, "Separate 
me Barnabw; and Saul for the 
work whereunto I luwe called 
them. And when they Iuul 
fw;ted and prayed, and laid 
their hands on them, they sent 
them away." This was the be· 
ginning of the fIrst missionary 
Journey. 

Paul was an outstanding 
apostle; he authored more 
books in the New Testament 
than any other writer. He also 
made three preaching journeys. 
Who would have dreamed that 
God would have sent Barnabas 
with him on that maiden jour· 
ney. As I have mentioned be· 
fore, all people regardless of 
their strength and knowledge, 
at some time, need encourage· 
ment. God knew that Paul 
would need a co· worker like 
Barnabas. It is possible that 
the lack of bolstering each oth· 
ers morale is the weakest link 
in the "fIrstborns" ministry. As 
"fIrstborn" ones let us help and 
aid our tribe. 

23 Acts 9:27 
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OUR REWARD 

Many times I hear people 
say our reward for being 
Christians is only after death. I 
beg to differ somewhat with 
that concept. God has made so 
many promises to the faithful 
and these promises can be en· 
joyed while we are on earth. 
We have God's promise that our 
names are written in Heaven. I 
think we can see that pledge 
being enjoyed right now. On 
one occasion Jesus sent out 
seventy people to proclaim the 
gospel in addition to the apos· 
tles. When the seventy reo 
turned they were ecstatic and 
joyful, saying, "Even the devils 
are subject to us through thy 
name." Jesus tempered their 
elation by telling them not to 
rejoice in that, '~ .. but rather 
rejoice because your names are 
written in heaven. "24 This 
puts a "little bit" of heaven on 
earth. What a blessing we 
fIrstborn have. There is no 
doubt the "great reward" is 
given at the final day of judg· 
ment. "Blessed are they that do 
his commandmentR, that they 
may have right to the tree of 
life, and may enter in through 
the gat£s into the city. ''25 ... 

214 State Street 
Nixn, Missouri 65714 

24 Luke 10: 17,20 
URev.22:14 
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Lee Wright was born June 26, 1939 to Tennyson Clay & Ferne 

Grace Wright. His early years were spent on the West Coast. Later 
the family moved to Colorado where Lee's grandfather, a devout 
man, influenced him to become a Christian at 14 years of age. 

Lee started early seriously studying God's Word and working 
with older evangelists. Under the guidance and encouragement of 
the congregation at Colorado Springs he worked with Paul Ketch· 
erside, Roy Harris and Roy Loney. After high school four years in 
the Navy allowed Lee to meet church people in Japan, China and 
the Philippines. He spent two weeks with a missionary worker in 
the jungles of the Philippines. His service to his country completed, 
Lee married Jeanne. They made their home in California and be· 
came members of what is now the Long Beach congregation. Their 
oldes t son was born in California. 

To support his family Lee worked for a finance company. In 
1964, as manager for the company, he was transferred to Oregon. 
They soon found a small church group meeting in a school house in 
Springfield, Oregon and began working with them. They have 
lived in Oregon ever since. 

During that time, a decision was made with the help of his el· 
ders in Long Beach to begin full time evangelistic work. Over the 
years several congregations have been established in Oregon under 
the oversight of Brother Wright. He has helped train many young 
men now working in several areas across the United States. He 
gives credit for his training to his father, grandfather, men of the 
congregation in Colorado Springs and evangelist he worked with, 
but knows all glory goes to God whom Lee plans to serve the rest of 
his life. 

• •• 
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FROM THE EAGLE' NEST 

"From the eagle's nest" one gets a lofty glimpse of God's con­
cern for His people. Created on the fifth day, the eagle has been 
used throughout the Bible to exemplify the characteristics God 
desires in His people. 

Brother Lee brings to the written page a personal relation­
ship with nature to explain a spiritual relationship with God. As 
the eagle is strong. swift, perceptive, majestic and graceful, like­
wise a Christian should develop comparable characteristics. 

This personal message written especially for you will give 
valuable encouragement for living the Christian life here on 
earth. 

''lt7", satisfieth thy mouth 
(desires) with good things; so 
that thy youth is renewed like 
the eagle's. "I 

Eagles have long symbol­
ized power, courage, freedom 
and immortality. They have 
been used as national, military, 
and heraldic emblems and as 
symbols in various religions. 
David had this in mind wben 
be wrote Psalms 103. This 
psalm along with several others 
is thought to have been com­
posed by David during that 
traumatic time wben David had 
been found out. concerning his 
adultery with Bathsheba. In 2 
Samuel 12 the story is told of 
the prophet Nathan exposing 
David's sin. In verse 14 Na­
than says, .. the child that is 

IPsa. 10.'3:5 

born , . , shall surely die." 
David was overcome with grief. 
Verse 16 tells us that he fasted, 
prayed and lay all night on the 
earth. He does not blame God 

"rF,very sin affects more 
tlian tlie sinner. " 

but publicly proclaims, "I have 
sinned!" It is one thing to be 
harmed yourself because of 
your own sin. It is something 
else that another innocent per­
son is harmed. 

Sin is like that. There is 
not a sin committed that affects 
only one person. You cannot 
say, "Leave me alone .. .! am 
hurting no one but myself." 
Every sin affects more than the 
sinner. David was facing that 
fact tbe hard way. But just as 
David was humbled by being 
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exposed, he was also honest in 
his admission of guilt. That 
was a quality God appreciated 
in David. 

"qoa can renew you 
witli stre11{]tli Gut it 

must 6e your tfecision to 
alWw it to liappen. " 
In Psalms 103 David gives 

credit to God for his justice and 
judgment. Part of justice and 
judgment lies in purging sin 
from the sinner. In its place He 
gives strength and power. In 
Psa 103:5, the eagle is men­
tioned as a symbol of that 
strength and power. Rather 
than let sin weigh you down 
and drag you to a state of use­
lessness ... why not repent and 
be renewed with the strength of 
youth. God can renew you with 
strength but it must be your 
decision to allow it to happen. 

Sin is easy to cover up 
sometimes for years but it will 
eventually show its results to 
all. Do not waste the strength 
of your youth by being de­
stroyed with the destructive 
power of sin. Come to terms 
with sin as David did. Admit 
sin and allow your youth to be 
renewed like the eagle's. 

Other verses with a similar 
thought for your study include: 

2 Sam. 1:23; Ezek. 1: 10; 
Ezek. 10:14; Dan. 7:4; Rev. 4:7. 

BE A SOARING EAGLE 

"There be three things 
which are too wonderful for me, 
yea, four which I know not: 
The way of an eagle in the air; 
the way of a serpent upon a 
rock; the way of a ship in the 
midst of the sea; and the way of 
a man with a maid. ", 

Here the wisdom of Solo­
mon mentions the way of an 
eagle in the air as one of three 
wonderful, even four unex­
plainable things. Anyone who 
has seen a flying eagle up close, 
in all it's majesty, can relate to 
the experience. I have per­
sonally had that privilege. 
While fishing in Alaska a few 
years ago, I saw what I thought 
was a small bear on the other 
side of the river. My partner 
and I were cleaning salmon. 
Not that familiar with Alaska, I 
asked him about what I was 
seeing. 

"It's an eagle," he told me, 
"watching us clean our salmon 
and he wants his share." Soon 
the eagle took off and sailed 
over our heads so close you 
could almost touch him. What 
a thing of beauty and grace. 
We both stopped what we were 
doing to watch him flyaway. 

Another time on a high 
mountain lake in Oregon, my 
youngest son and I were fish­
ing. We were not having much 

2 Proverbs 30: 18-19 
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luck but did happen to catch a 
trout too small to keep. We 
threw him back but he had 
swallowed the hook and was 
obviously wounded. He begin 
flopping in the water, strug­
gling to survive. High in the 
sky we spotted an eagle. It was 
difficult to see with the human 
eye if it definitely was an eagle. 
But sooner than you can believe 
it that eagle swooped down, 
grabbed the wounded trout and 
was gone. 

"'You migfit 6e tfiat ea­

gfe soari.11fJ in tfie air. 

'Wfia t a tfii11fJ of 
6eauty!" 

Proverbs 30 con tains many 
perplexing situations. Reading 
it and tbe local newspaper pro­
vides many similarities. We 
live in a society filled with all 
kinds of wickedness. This can 
get you down if you are not 
careful. Sometimes as a young 
person you may feel that life is 
so ugly you see no hope for your 
own fut.ure. When you get. to 
feeling that way ... t.ake lime to 
t.hink again. You see, God does 
not make mistakes. He knows 
who you are just. as lie knew 
Isaiah, Jeremiah, ,Jou, and 
David. 

Consider Psalms Ia9: 16; 
Isaiah 49: 1-5; Isaiah 44: 2, 24; 
,Jeremiah 1: 5; ,Job 10: 8, 9. 

Yes indeed. God knows 
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each one of you reading th is 
message. He also knows the 
time in which you are living. 
Take time to read the book of 
Esther and especially notice the 
following verse. 

"For if thou altogether 
holdest thy peace at this time, 
then shall there enlargement 
and deliverance arise to the 
Jews from another place; but 
thou a.nd thy father's h<Juse 
shall be destroyed: and who 
knoweth whether tholl art come 
to the kingdom for such a time 
as this?"·' Personalize this 
verse! Understand that you 
might be the very person in 
your family, neighborhood, or 
scb 001 th at will effect th e 
cbanges that God wants made. 
You might be that eagle soaring 
in the air. What a thing of 
beautyl Remember, God is on 
your side as long as you are 
living for Him. "What shall we 
then say to these things? If God 
be for us, who can be against 
US?"4 Think about it and also 
consider Matthew 24:28 and 
Luke 17: 37. 

ON EAGLES' WINGS 

"Ye have seen what. I did 
un/a the Egyptians, and how I 
bare you on eagles I wings, and 
brought you unto myself"5 

Just before being given tbe 
Law, God reminds Moses of His 

~ Esther 4:14 
4 Romans 8:3 t 
5 Exodus 19:14 
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care for His children. He men- our Lord's concern for us is in 
tions carrying them on eagle's Mark 10:46-52. Notice particu­
wmgs. Moses would under- larly here how Christ wanted 
stand this to mean that God blind Bartimaeus to tell Him 
looks after and protects His what he needed. Do you sup­
own. He had freed them from pose Christ didn't know? The 
the dangerous Egyptians. point of the story here is that 
Through it seemed impossible, Christ wanted Bartimaeus to 
God was able to get the job ask for the help. He wants the 
done. same from us. The help we 

"(ioa has ne-verpromisea 
US to 6e without pro6-

fems_ C}@tlier, 'J{e says :He 
wi[[ liefp US tfirougfi 

tliem_ " 

Jesus reminded those 
around Him of God's care for 
them in Matthew 6: 25-34. 

Life presents a lot of prob­
lems. Sometimes it might even 
seem there are too many to 
even try to go any farther. God 
has never promised us to be 
without problems. Rather, He 
says He will help us through 
them. However, we need to 
present our problems to Him. 

The first step in our being 
helped by God is to admit that 
we are powerless in controlling 
our lives. Paul had this in 
mind in Romans 7: 18. David 
mentioned something similar in 
Psalms 6:6,7. In I Corinthians 
8:2, Paul again is saying man's 
wisdom will simply not ac­
complish much. 

One of the best examples of 

need is there. We just need to 
ask for it_ 

The Eleven th chapter of 
Hebrews contains a gallery of 
men of faith. The importance of 
faith in overcoming great odds 
is emphasized in verses 32-34. 
"And what shall I more say? for 
the time would {ail me to tell of 
Gideon, and of Barak, and of 
Samson, and of Jephthae; of 
David also, and Samuel, and of 
the prophets: Who through 
faith subdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteousness, ob­
tained promises, stopped the 
mouthB of lions, quenched the 
violence of fire, escoped the edge 
of the sword, out of weakness 
were made strong, waxed val­
iant in fight, turned to flight 
the armies of the alieM." Read 
these words to increase your 
faith. 

Paul's prayer for the 
Ephesians was that they be 
strengthened by the Spirit of 
the Lord'" Yes, the Lord is 
real. He is ready to strengthen 
you. Will you look to Him and 
let Him carry you on eagle's 

6 Ephesians 3:16 
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wings through your travels of 
life? lIe is ready if you are. 

"Rut they that wait upon 
the LORD shall renew their 
slrenffth; they shall mount up 
with winffs as eagles; they shall 
run, and not be weary; and they 
shall u'alk, and not faint."7 

SURPRISED By JUDGMENT? 

"TIle LORD shall bring a 
nalion against thee from far, 
from Ihe end of the earth, as 
swilt as the eagle flielh; a na­
tion whose longue thou shalt 
not undersland;"8 God 
speaking through Moses, in­
structs the children of Israel 
concerning their future. If they 
live for Him and are honest 
with Him, they will be blessed. 
Otherwise they will be cursed. 
Part of the curse will be pun­
ishment inflicted by another 
nation···a nation they might 
not ever suspect .. ·from far 
away. The punishment in· 
flicted by that nation will hap· 
pen much quicker than they 
expect.. It will arrive as swiftly 
as the eagle flies. 

It is interesting to note 
that an eagle usually dives on 
its victims from high in the air. 
An eagle's eyes are always di· 
rected forward allowing good 
binocular depth perception. 
Most eagles hunt while they are 
soaring high in the air or while 

1 Isaiah 40:;3\ 
6 Deuteronomy 28:49 
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perched on a high place. Eagles 
have powerfully developed 
breast muscles. They rely on 
surprise and strength when 
capturing their prey. They 
usually capture their prey on 
the g;ound and carry it off to 
eat it elsewhere. The chief 
weapons of an eagle are its 
powerful legs, feet and claws. 
They have been known to carry 
away prey weighing nearly as 
much as themselves. Eagles 
and hawks have the keenest 
sigbt of all the animal world. 

The cbildren of Israel 
knew these facts concerning the 
eagle. As God talks to them in 
this passage they can picture 
clearlv in tbeir minds their own 
fate b'ased upon their own deci· 
sions. Should they follow God .. · 
He will protect them. Should 
they follow sin .. ·they will 
surely hecome prey to it. They 
will be carried off as swiftly as 
the eagle carries off bis victim. 
Thev will be caught swiftly and 
completely unawares. They 
will not be able to resist with 
enough force to help them· 
selves. 

Another interesting thing 
about the eagle and his hunting 
habits is that be only hunts in 
the daylight. This means that 
even though his victim is sur· 
prised the capture occurs in 
broad daylight. Sin works the 
same way. You may sin in se­
cret and think no one knows. 
This gives you H sense of false 
security and if not handled 
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promptly it is only a matter of riclws certainly make tlwm­
time that the results of that sin selves wings; they flyaway as 
are known to all. You have be- an eagle toward Iwaven."ll 
come prey to sin in the day- In keeping with the 
light---captured in the sight of thought of the tremendous 
all and carried away to be con- speed of the eagle, the writer of 
sumed who knows where. Proverbs claims riches flyaway 

If you focus on material 
tlii11{]s you are 60uruf for 

disappointment, 
'Iliey wi{{ "fly away" as 
swifiCy as an eagfe jfzes, 

Paul had this same 
thought in mind when he re­
ferred to "delivering one to Sa­
tan."9 Sooner or later if sin is 
not cleared from your life you 
completely lose the protection of 
the Lord. you then become the 
easy prey to the surprise attack 
of Satan and will fmd yourself 
helpless. 

If you fin d you rself in a 
sinful condition, repent and 
turn your face to the Lord. Be­
come a Christian. God's Word 
tells you how. 

There are several other 
verses with a similar thought lO 

RICHES AND EAGLES 

"Wilt thou set thine eyes 
upon that which is n{)t? for 

91 Cor 5:5 

just as rapidly. Jesus had 
some things to say about this in 
what we call the "Sermon on 
the Mount." 

"Lay not up for yourselves 
treasures upon earth, where 
moth and rust doth corrupt, 
and wlwre thieves break 
through and steal: But lay up 
for yourselves treasures in 
Iwaven, where neitlwr moth n{)r 
rust doth corrupt, and where 
thieves do not break through 
nor steal: For where YOllr 
trea.mre is, there will YOllr 
heart be also. "12 

It is so easy to become 
trapped by material things. 
They really bring no pleasure. 
Nor do they satisfy. You must 
focus on the right things. "The 
light of the body is the eye: if 
therefore thine eye be single, thy 
whole body shall be full of light. 
But if thine eye be evil, thy 
wh{)le body shall be fllll of 
darkness. If therefore tlw light 
thot is in thee be darkness, how 
great is that darkness'''13 If 
you focus on material things 
you are bound for disappoint­
ment. They will "flyaway" as 

1O,]ob 9:26; ,Jer. 4:13; Jer. 48:40; 11 Proverbs 23:5 
Jer. 49:22; Lam. 4:19; Hos. 8;1; Bab.1:8; 12Matthew 6:19-21 
Rev. 12:14 13 Matthew 6:22-23 
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swiftly as an eagle flies. 

Set your goal as early as 
possible to focus on God. If He 
blesses you materially in the 
process tben give Him the 
glory. If you are not blessed as 
much as others materially, do 
not worrv about it.. ,Just keep 
your foc;,s on God. He knows 
~hat is best for you. 

Matthew 6: 24 tells us it is 
impossible to serve two mas­
ters. We must either focus on 
God or continually be disap­
pointed by our material losses. 

STIRRING THE NEST 

"As an eagle stirreth up her 
n;?sl, f/ut/;?relh over her young, 
spreadeth abroad her wings, 
taketh them, beareth them on 
her wings:"14 Just prior to his 
death and a short while before 
they make their entrance into 
their promised land, Moses 
gathers the children of Israel 
togetber for a final review of 
forty years of activity. We call 
thai ~eview today the book of 
Deuteronomv. Deuteronomy 
means "seco~d law." At the end 
of that review Moses sings a 
song l This is chapter 32. In 
that song Moses reminds the 
children of Israel how they 
fared wandering in the desert. 
lie mentions God's protection 
for them. Verse 11 mentions 
the eagle stirring ifs nest. 

The eagle usually builds 

14 Deuteronomy .'32: 11 
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it's nest in a tall tree or on high 
cliffs. "Doth the eagle mount up 
at thy command, and make h;?r 
nest on high?"15 The nest is a 
massive structure of sizable 
sticks lined with leaves and 
grass. It is usually used over 
and over year after year. The 
eagles add to their nest every 
year. A nest can be 6-10 feet 
across and 1'/2 to 15 feet in 
depth. A nest was found in the 
state of Ohio weighing almost a 
ton. It was thought to have 
been used by the same pair of 
eagles for 36 years. 

(]3asic conditioning 
taRgs pCace to prepare 

tlie eagfets for tlieir life 
of independence Cater. 
rr!ie Cliristian e-'J'eri­
ence in growing up is 

simiCar. 
Needless to say the nest of 

a young eaglet is a place of se­
curitv. Among the eagles, both 
pare~ts incubate the eggs and 
feed the young. The young stay 
in the nest for long as 130 days 
before beginning to learn to fly. 
When the eaglets are born their 
eves are open. Their feathers 
d-o not start to grow for about 2 
or 3 weeks. They cannot tear 
their own food until they are 6 
or 8 weeks old. 

1I1,Job 39: 27 
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The little eaglets are nur­
tured by mom and dad through 
that time of infancy. Mom and 
dad eagle both know those early 
days are important. Basic 
conditioning takes place to pre­
pare the eaglets for their life of 
independence later. 

}l.s a young person you 
owe a Cot to your par­
ents. They taUfJlit you 
to spread" your 'Wings. 
The Christian experience 

in growing up is similar. Paul 
talks of the necessity of milk 
before meat. We all have 
needed that special attention as 
we grow up both physically and 
spiritually. Not a one of us ar­
rived at our present position in 
life without a lot of help from 
someone else. 

There comes a time when 
the nest must be "stirred." The 
eaglet must now learn to fly on 
his own. They cannot fly very 
well on their own at first. 
Moses mentions the eagle 
"hovering over it's young" and 
"spreading out it's wings. tak­
ing them up." As the eaglet 
struggles with it's flying it is 
probably unaware the mom and 
dad are hovering over and un­
der it creating air currents to 
help the baby fly. Soon the ea­
glet realizes that all it has to do 
to keep from falling is to stretch 
out it's wings. The air rushing 

over it's wings sets us a new 
force called the "principle of 
aerodynamics." That principle 
overcomes the law of gravity. If 
the eaglet folded it's wings it 
would fall and be killed. Mom 
and dad eagle encourage the 
little one to spread those wings 
and the learn tn soar. All the 
while that is being learned they 
have been creating those air 
currents to protect baby eagle. 

Parents serve the same 
purpose to their children. As 
the child grows and begins to 
take on more independence 
they are there to keep that 
young one from falling. As a 
young person you owe a lot to 
your parents. They taught you 
to spread your wings. 

A WING AND A PRAYER 

God designed the eagle (n 
soar in the air. An eagle can 
glide for great distances with­
out even flapping it's wings. 
But he does have to keep those 
wings stretched out. 

God tells us today to pray 
without ceasing'6 ; meditate on 
His truth day and nightl7; and 
to speak the truth in our 
heartsls. God promises us that 
as long as we meditate on His 
truth, we will soar above the 
power of temptation. "But thry 
that wait upon the LORD shall 
renew their strength; they shall 

)61 Thess. 5: 17 
17 Psalm 1 
)8 Psalm 15: 2 
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mount up with wings as eogles; 
they shall run, and not be 
weary; and they shall walk, and 
not faint, "19 Temptation is like 
gravity. It will pull you down 
to ultimate spiritual death un­
less you spread your wings and 
let God's aerodynamics over­
come that temptation. Read 
Romans chapter 6 and per­
sonalize it in your own life. 
Just as the eagle has only a few 
moments tD stretch out its 
wings before falling to the 
ground---so we have only a few 
moments to visualize the 
teaching contained in that 
chapter before we fall into 
temptation. Make a good un­
derstanding of Romans 6 a goal 
for your own life. 

BEWARE OF NESTING 

AMONG THE STARS 

"Thy terribleness hath de­
ceived thee, and the pride of 
thine heart, 0 tho" that dwell­
est in the clefts of the rock, that 
holdest rhe height of the hill: 
though thou shouldest make thy 
nest as high as the eogle, I will 
bring thee down from thence, 
saith the LORD. "20 This verse 
is a portion of God's judgment 
on Edam. The Edomites were a 
fierce people who lived in the 
mountains. They were descen­
dants of Esau, ,Jacob's twin 
brother. Because they were 
accustomed to mountain living, 

19 Isaiah 40: 31 
zo,Jeremiah 49: 16 
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they were able to defend their 
territory from invading enemy 
forces. They prided themselves 
with their guerrilla type war­
fare. No one bothered them. 
They gave the Jews lots of 
trouble, often siding with those 
who were enemies of IsraeL 

God says He will bring 
them down. "Pride goeth be­
fore destruction, and an 
haughty spirit before a fall. "21 

Paul said it. also, ''Wherefore let 
him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall. "22 

'TFzere is simpfy no way 
you can figfr.t against 

qoaantfwin. 
How often it happens that 

we hurt ourselves by thinking 
we are too big and powerful to 
be humbled. 

The eagle builds his nest 
high in the air. No one can ap­
proach it to harm it. Edam 
thought she was as secure as a 
nation as an eagle was with it's 
nest---but she would be fooled. 

More than once God has 
brought strong nations to their 
knees. There is simply no way 
you can fight against God and 
win. It might appear for awhile 
that you are very successful but 
one day it will all crumble. It 
has always been that way and 
it always will be. 

21 Prov. 16: 18 
221 Corinthians 10: 12 



30 Lee Wright: From the Eagle's Nest 

The Japanese were critical 
of American construction dur­
ing the San Francisco earth­
quake a few years back. They 
even convinced us to use tbeir 
techniques as we rebuilt the 
damaged area. Now they must 
face their own inadequacies 
with the terrible Kobe earth­
quake. All the strength, 
knowledge, and technical know­
how of man is nothing com­
pared to God. 

Temptation is fi~ gravity_ 
It wiff puff you aown to 
uCtimate spirituaC deatti 
unfess you spreaa your 

wings and" ret (loa s aero­
dynamics crvercome tliat 

temptation. 
When Paul was on the 

road to Damascus he came face 
to face with the Lord. Read the 
story in Acts chapters 9, 22, 
and 26. Notice, ':4nd when we 
were all fallen to the earth, I 
heard a voice speaking unto me, 
and saying in the Hebrew 
tongue, Saul, Saul, why perse­
cutest thou me? it is hard for 
thee to kick agai"".t the 
pricks. "23 The Lord says to 
Paul, "You can't win in a fight 
against Me." Paul recognized 
t.hat and changed his ways. 

23 Acts 26: 14 

Consider your own life. 
You can't win in a fight with 
the Lord. You will only destroy 
yourself and maybe the lives of 
several others in the process. 
Believe in what He says. 
Change your life. Confess His 
name before men. Be baptized. 
Become a Christian. 

For additional inspired 
teaching "From the eagles 
nest") consider the scriptures on 
the following page. They have 
similar thoughts for reflection: 
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"Thollgh thOll exalt thyself 
as the eagle, and thollgh thOll 
set thy nest among the stars, 
thence will I bring thee down, 
saith the LORD. "24 

"Make thee bald, and poll 
thee for thy delicate children; 
enlllrge thy bllidness (1.< the ea­
gle; for they Ilre gone into cap­
tivity from thee. "25 

''And wy, Thus saith the 
Lord GOD; A great eagle with 
great wings, longwinged, full of 
feathers, which hlld divers col­
Ollrs, mme unto Lebllnon, Ilnd 
took the highest branch of the 
cedar: He cropped off the top 
of his young twigs, and carried 
it into a land of traffick; he set 
it in Il city of merchllnts. 

"He took Illso of the seed of 
the land, and planted it in a 
fruitful field; he placed it by 
great wllters, Ilnd set it aB Il wil­
low tree. And it grew, and be­
came Il spreading vine of low 
stature, whose branches tllrned 
toward him, Ilnd the roots 
thereof were llnder him: so it 
became Il "ine, and brought. 
forth branches, and shot forth 
sprigs. 

"17lere was also another 
{?reat. eagle with great wings 
and many feathers: and, be­
hold, this vine did bend her 
roots tOll'ard him, and shot 
forth her branches toward him, 
that he might. water it by the 

240bad.l:4 
2e.Micah 1: 16 
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furrows of her plantation. It 
was planted in a good soil by 
great waters, that it might 
bring forth branches, and that 
it might bear fruit, that it might 
be a goodly vine. 

"Say thall, 17ms with the 
Lord GOD; Shall it prosper? 
shall he not pull up the roots 
thereof, and cut off the fruit 
thereof, that it wither? it shall 
wither in all the leaves of her 
spring, even without great 
power or many people to pluck 
it lip by the roots thereof Yea, 
behold, being planted, shall it 
prosper? shall it not utterly 
wither, when the east wind 
tOllcheth it? it shall wither in 
the furrows where it grew. "26 

••• 
P.O. Box 219 

Toledo, Oregon 
97391-0219 
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F. Wilford Landes 

-1,JI~~ 
Franklin Wilford Landes, son of Carl and Cora Landes, was 

born May 25, 1921 in Daviess County, near Jameson, Missouri, 
within one mile of the Gld &otland Church of Christ. In fact, he is 
a direct descendant of the founder of this congregation which 
banded together in 1856. 

In 1927 the family moved to Kansas City, Missouri and be· 
came members of the 26th and Spruce congregation (now 25th and 
Oakley). Wilford's father, Carl, served as an elder over this flock 
for many years. 

In January, February, and March of 1941 & 1942, Wilford at· 
tended a Bible Study in St. Louis, Missouri under the late W. Carl 
Ketcherside. He also studied with E. M. Zerr, C. R. Turner, and 
Lloyd Riggins. In 1942 he went to Oakland, California to work 
with the Shattuck Avenue congregation under the direction of 
George Robinson. 

In the fall of 1943 Wilford met Mary B. Stillwell in Sacra· 
mento, CA. and they were married February 27, 1944 at Exeter, 
CA. As Wilford began his lifelong work as an evangelist of the 
Lord's church, the family moved to Kansas City, MG. in 1948. The 
next move was to Topeka, Kansas to work with the congregation on 
East 6th (now California Avenue). During the next few years the 
Landes family grew to five, one girl and two boys. They lived and 
worked at Lyons, Indiana, Farmington and Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, and in 1955 moved to Raytown, MO to work with the 
Gregory Blvd. congregation. Then after a short stay at Lexington, 
Missouri, Wilford and Mary moved back to Topeka, KS. in the 
1980's which is still their home today. 

Wilford has preached from N. Carolina to California. For sev­
eral years he was editor and publisher of the Gospel Message . 

••• 
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WALKING By FAITH 

Without a doubt "faith" in God is vital not only in conversion, 
but also in ""walking worthy of the vocation wherewith we are 
called." Christians are called to follow Jesus and, like walking 
on the water, it requires faith. 

'Walking by Faith" is a lesson from a faithful servant of God 
that reminds us of the importance of living by the impulse of faith 
while restraining the urges of the Oesh. It warns against follow­
ing the course of "'modern" religion, which appeals to that which 
looks good, sounds good and feels good to our senses. 

The major thoughts and scriptures for this discourse were 
penned by Brother Wilford with editorial assistance by Winford 
Lee and your editor. 

Dear Reader, "Watch care­
fully your steps as you walk 
with God l " Remember tbe 
sCrIpture, "0 LORD, I kn<Jw 
that the way of man is not in 
himself it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps."l 

This truth is evident when 
we consider how man has mis­
used this world-owe have pol­
luted the air, water and soil--by 
doing things our way, in our 
own sight. If we can not prop­
erly manage the physical world 
in whICh we live and observe, 
we certainly can not direct our 
steps m the spiritual realm 
which we can not see. 

I ,Jeremiah 10: 23 

PLEASING GOD! 

The basic ingredient for 
pleasing God is faith. because 
"without faith it is impossible t<J 
please him.' for he that cometh 
to God must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him_ '~ 

The 6asic ingreaumt for 
pfeasing god is faitli 
This basic truth is common 

to all mankind. It is of interest 
to note the second child born 
into this world was a man of 
faith; "By faith Abel offered 
unto God a more excellent sacri-

2Hebrews 11: 6 
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{ice than Cain. . . "3 By faith 
Enoch walked with God and 
was taken to heaven without 
dying. "For before he was 
taken, he was commended as 
one who pleased God.'" Noah 
was another patriarch that 
walked by faith, because the 
Bible states, "By faith Noah, 
being warned of God of things 
not seen as yet, moved with 
fear, prepared an ark to the sav­
ing of his house."5 

"It is 6yfaith that we en­
ter tfie famify of qoa.» 

The same basic principle is 
true in the present age as the 
Apostle Paul states, "For we 
walk by faith, not by sight."· 

FAITIi LEADS TO OBEDIENCE 

"Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the evidence 
of things not seen."7 Faith 
leads mankind to obey. It is by 
faith that we enter the family of 
God. "For ye are all the chil­
dren of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus. For as many of you as 
have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ"s 

Without faith, we would 
have no reason to repent of our 

3 Hebrews 11: 4 
4 Hebrews 11:5 
~Hebrews 11: 7 
62 Corinthians 5: 7 
7 Hebrews 11: 1 
8 Galatians 3: 26, 27 

sins. Without faith, we could 
not confess Him. Without faith, 
we could not become part of the 
Lord's church. Jesus said, "He 
that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved."9 On the day of 
Pentecost, 3,000 people believed 
and were baptized and became 
part of the Lord's church. We 
must remember that men do 
not add people to the church. 
When men and women obey the 
gospel, the Lord adds them to 
His Church. "And the Lord 
added to the church daily such 
as should be saved." 10 

The result of walking by 
faith is that we receive the sal­
vation of your souls. I I 

LIGHT UNTO My PATIi 

Now we know that "Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God."12 

The Bible is God's inspired 
word of revelation and we must 
be guided by it. We are told 
that Holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit,13 and we know that "All 
scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for 
doctrin€, for reproof, for correc­
tion, for instruction in right­
eOltsness: That the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly fur-

'Mark 16, 16 
10 Acts 2: 47 
1l1Petl:9 
12Romans 10: 17 
13 2 Peter 1: 21 
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nished unto all good works."14 

It is through faith that. we 
receive God's saving grace, "For 
by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of your­
selves: it is the gift of God:"15 

'7Jie IBi6fe is q oc!' s inspirea 
wora of revefation ana we 

must 6e guUfea 6y it. 
We are told in 2 Corint.hi­

ans 5: 7, "For we walk by faith, 
not by sight:" Sight. is one of 
the senses and we don't walk 
rlirected by it, because it varies 
in individ·uals. Jeremiah said 
that the way of man is not in 
himself: it. is not in man that 
walketh to direct his stepsI6 
David reveals, "Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path."l7 The Apostle 
Paul inst.ruct.s, " ... for whatso­
ever is not of faith is sin." I' It 
is interesting to note that. every 
person who pleases God, 
whether in the Old Testament 
or New Testament, was a per­
son of faith. 

H2 Timothy .1: 16. 17 
1~ Ephesians 2: 8 
16Jeremiah 10: 2.1 
17 Psalms 119: 105 
18 Romans 14: 23 
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KNOWN By THE WALK 

Walking by fait.h is living a 
faithful life for God in a way 
that. pleases Him. Walking by 
faith is "trusting in the living 
God, who is the Saviour of all 
men, specially of those that 
believe."J9 

When we meet together on 
t.he first. day of t.he week and 
eat t.he Lord's Supper t.ogether, 
we are walking by faith, 
following t.he patt.ern of the 
apostles doctrine. "And upon 
the first day of the week, when 
the disciples came together to 
break bread, Paul preached 
unto them . .. "20 If we choose to 
only eat the Lord's Supper 
twice a year, we are walking by 
sight, following what our senses 
tell us is right. This is not 
pleasing t.o God. 

The Lord's church is iden­
tified by ifs walk in fait.h re­
garding it's name, government 
and worship. 

Paul ident.ified the Lord's 
church when he stat.ed, "The 
churches of Christ salute 
yoU."21 

Paul also taught. that t.he 
Lord's church is governed by 
elders and deacons. He in­
structed Titus that. he should, 
"set in order the things that are 
wanting, and ordain elders in 

19 1 Timothy 4: 10 
20 Acts 20: 7 
21 Romans 16: 16 
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every city, as I had appointed 
thee:" 22 WATCH YOUR STEP 

To praise God with acap· 
pella singing is walking by faith 
because this is what pleases 
God. "Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly in all wis­
dom; teaching and admonish­
ing one an<Jther in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace tn your 
hRarts to the Lord."23 

Tfie Lora s cliurcli is Ufen­
ti.fied6y it's wa~infaitli 
regarding it's name, giYV-

emment and worsliip. 

"Speaking to yourselves in 
psalms and hymns and spiri­
tual songs, singing and making 
melody in your heart to the 
Lord."24 Remember we sing 
praises to honor God, not for 
our entertainment. Some will 
say, "1 like instrumental mu­
SIC." But no place in the New 
Testament speaks of the church 
using instruments. Following 
man's likes and dislikes is 
walking by sight, or in the case 
of music in the church, walking 
by sound. Again, this is by 
man's senses not by faith. 

22 Titus 1: 5; Philippians 1: 
23 Colossians 3: 16 
24 Ephesians 5: 19 

Modern religions are the 
result of churches having left 
the "Word" centuries ago to 
walk by sight. Modern Protes­
tantism has quit protesting 
against error and joined the 
parade of the senses. 

The Lord's church must 
avoid following this broad path 
that leads to destruction. We 
can only do so if we continue to 
"walk by faitb", and not by 
sight. 

Dear Reader, remember to 
watch carefully your steps as 
you walk with God. 

• •• 
3637 SE Hwy. 4JJ, Lot M6 

Topeka,KS 
6661)7 
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Marvin Ingle was born March 15, 1924 in Runnells, Iowa. His 
educational pursuits slaTted in a one-room school at Camp #2 and 
continued in high school at Runnells and Pleasantville, IA. He 
received secretarial training at Capital City Commercial College 
and worked for the Rock Island Motor Transit Co. in Des Moines. 

Marvin was among the first 18-year-fllds to be drafted from 
Iowa. He served as Secretary to the Commanding Officer of the 
343d Infantry Regiment in training at Camp Howze, Texas, and 
Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. He served in France and Belgium 
until V-day. After a 30 day furlough, he was sent to Manila, Phil­
ippine Islands as Secretary to the Adjutant General of Armed 
Forces Western Pacific. Marvin was discharged February 19, 1946. 

On August 19, 1950, Marvin married Melda M. Daugherty. 
Four children blessed their family. Gregory Ingle is a family phy­
sician in Prairie City, IA. Lisa Maria Fiorentin is an Insurance 
Representative for Dr. Ingle. Lynnette Rae Dowdy is a registered 
nurse in the hospital at Mooresville, Indiana. And Charles Ingle is 
a Christian Counselor in the Medical Center in Newton, IA. 

Brother Marvin began his Christian life at age 14, being bap­
tized into Christ. After serving his country, he began his public 
service to the Church by attending a concentrated 4 month's Bible 
study with Brother Walter Lagle in New Sharon, Iowa. In 1962, he 
began serving as elder in the congregation at Vandalia, Iowa. In 
1974 Marvin, Melda and family moved to Indianapolis, IN. to work 
with the Speedway-Chapel Glen congregation as an evangelist for 7 
years. In 1981 Marvin and his family returned to Vandalia, IA. 
where he serves as an evangelist sent out by the Vandalia Church 
of Christ. 

••• 
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INSTANT IN SEASON AND 
OUT OF SEASON 

It is obvious by reading this article that the writer has a 
sense of urgency to tell the lost about Jesus. But underlying this 
is a warning to members of the church who do not share the same 
urgent need to reach the lost and thereby endanger their own 
souls. It's not a lack of ability, but a lack of preparation, com­
mitment and confidence. Often opportunities are missed while 
waiting for the right "season" to harvest the grain. Brother Ingle 
reminds us that our responsibility is to sow and water. God gives 
the increase. 

This lesson is rich with nuggets of wisdom on being "instant" 
in our ministry to the lost, whether in season or out of season. 

The greatest evangelist of receiving Christ as their per­
all times, the Apostle Paul, sonal saviour, the trill of having 
wrote his son in the faith, found the Messiah must be 
"Preach the word. Be instant in shared with those round about 
season and out of season; re- them. Every born again Chris­
prove, rebuke, exhort with all tian is well aware of how 
longslLffering and doctrine." 1 pleased God is with his bearing 

much fruit--of sowing the seed 
in the hearts of all men that by 
any means some might be 
saved. 

Jesus, just before depar­
ture for I1is coronation as King 
of kings and Lord of lords, 
charged His apostles, "Go into 
all the world and preach the 
gospel to el,ery creatlLre. He 
that believeth and is baptized 
shall be salIed." 

Since God is not willing 
that any should perish, neither 
are His children willing that 
any should perish--and so, upon 

12 Tim 4: 2 

PLEDGED TO TELL TIlE STORY 

The head of the Church 
ruled that "BY THE has 

CHURCH is made known the 
man ifold wisdom of God". So 
whether individually or collee­
tively, as the body of Christ, 
each member finds himself 
pledged to tell the story of His 
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redeeming love and life. As one or two additions per year. 
Christ came to seek and save There is a reason for the differ­
the lost, as His disciples, we ence between the early Church 
share in His concern--and, like and the Church today. "If we 
the early disciples, go every- sow sparingly, we shall reap 
where preaching the word. sparingly". We have, and still 

Because of the uncertainty are, sowing sparingly--and so 
of life, we, too, recognize the we need not expect a bountiful 
urgency of every person hear- harvest. We are reaping what 
ing our message of hope in we planted--LITTLE. 
Christ Jesus. 

But evidences that we have 
not, individually or as a church, 
been impressed with the need 
to "save ourselves and tlwse 
who hear us", we, unfortu­
nately, are lackadaisical in our 
responsibility to those "who 
know not God and obey not the 
gospel" --knowing full well that 
the vengeance of God will rest 
upon them if they are found in 
their present condition when 
the Judgment of God begins. 
But are we aware that our lack 
of concern and failure to try 
and reach them will, likewise, 
endanger our own salva­
tion? 

"In onfer to 6ring a man 
to Clirist, tlie evangefist 

must first {now tlie 
Clirist liimse(f' 
The first century Church 

grew by leaps and bounds--their 
numbers multiplied by thou­
sands--while most congrega­
tions today are delighted with 

EQUIPED FOR SUCCESS 

The Lord's evangelist 
must, therefore, equip himself 
for success in reaching the lost 
by: (1) Taking heed to himself 
and unto the doctrine-­
continuing in it. (2) Knowing 
the Lord well, and being an ex­
ample of the believer in work, 
in the life he lives, in love, in 
spirit, in faith and in purity.' 
In doing this he will both save 
himself and those who will hear 
him' No one with whom he 
comes in contact should be able 
to rightfully accuse him at the 
judgment seat of Christ by 
saying, "No man cared for my 
soul" 

Any effective soul winner 
for Jesus (1) Takes the com­
mand to "Go" as an order from 
the King; and replies, "Where?" 
(2) Must set himself ready to 
do the work: as if it all de­
pended on him; and pray as if it 
all depended on God. (3) He 
will first get his own house in 
order, so that he might be able 

2 1 Timothy 4: 12 
31 Timothy 4: 16 
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to see clearly to get the mote 
from his brother's eye. (4) The 
disciples, sent out by the 
Church at ,Jerusalem and Anti­
och, all realized they were part 
of a volunteer army: They were 
careful to protect and appreci­
ate what their fellow soldiers 
could and would do for t.hem. 

"confo£ence is woefulfy 
fackjng in our a6ifities 
and tliings we couUf 

de " 0_ 

In order t.o bring a man to 
Christ, the evangelist must. first 
know the Christ himself, but 
equally important he must 
know men --and especially him­
self. His task demands skill, 
patience, honestly, and an 
enormous output of though and 
energy if he is to convince an­
other that he should be recon­
ciled to God thru Christ. 

The powers of persuasion 
must be coupled with (1) an 
abundant knowledge; (2) an 
overpowering commit.ment (he 
must determine to know noth­
ing--comparatively speaking-­
except Christ and Him cruci­
fied). He will gladly spend and 
be spent for the souls of others-­
even when the more abun­
dantly he loves, the less he be 
loved. (3) and, he must feel 
keenly an urgency about the 
message. Souls will be lost if 
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the man thinks "four months 
and then the harvest." When, 
in the Master's view, the fields 
are ,cripe unto harvest." When, 
in fact, we're behind when we 
start--and there's no time to 
rest. An English author once 
said, "When men have the will 
to speak of their Lord, they find 
no shortage of ways to do it." 
And yet a recent poll revealed 
that up to 90% of "Christians" 
in the church today have never 
led a soul to Christ. And to add 
salt to the wound, it is reported 
that 80% of active church mem­
bers say they are Christians 
because of a personal contact 
made with a uconcerned" 
Christian. 

CRISIS OF CONFIDENCE 

The Church, as we know it 
(in the late 20th century) has 
not enjoyed the successes the 
early Church experienced (in 
spite of our proliferation of af­
fordable means of mass com­
munication and innumerable 
opportunities to contact others 
DAILY because (1) We are con­
tented with things as they are: 
(a) We are saved (b) Things are 
going smoothly (c) Weare 
growing spiritually (d) We are 
"in need of nothing" (e) We have 
others who can do a better job-­
leave the evangelizing to the 
professional, to our spiritual 
giants, to our gifted speaker, to 
the intelligentsia--and let us 
support him with our pocket­
books. (2) Our own experiences 
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with the Christian life leaves 
much to be desired, and "I 
doubt it would be much differ­
ent in somebody else's life." (3) 
There aren't many real pros­
pects out there. "People don't 
want to hear the truth." (4) 
Confidence is woefully lacking 
in our abilities and things we 
could do. And the Master's 
assurance that He will be with 
us has, by and large, not been 
unequivocally accepted and 
leaned upon. (5) We limit our 
successes by assuming that the 
majority of those about us 
really don't want or need what 
God has told us to offer them. 
(6) We have not come to accept 
the principle: one plants, an­
other waters, but God gives 
the increase. Therefore, the 
servant of God, evangelists or 
others, are not responsible for 
results; we are responsible 
only for the sowing and the wa· 
tering. 

ALERT TO OPPOR'IUNITY 

But in order to meet that 
responsibility head·on and to 
obtain the results God expects 
(i.e. "much fruit") we must be 
alert to every opportunity .. not 
just the ones "in season:" (1) 
the conditions of my will and 
energy are ready to go, (2) the 
prospect is in a receptive mode 
(as the eunuch was when Philip 
found him), (3) the place of en­
counter is "appropriate," (4) the 
time of encounter is a contribut· 
ing factor to a "yes" decision, 

(5) when we are confident God 
will help us to a victorious 
conclusion, (6) when we are 
bold in our presentation; when 
we're sure of the product, (7) 
when we've conquered our 
greatest fears: of failing to 
make the "sale," or of being reo 
jected, (8) when we've sown 
bountifully we know God will 
give the increase .. in His own 
time and (9) when we are fully 
aware that we are in full· 
fledged battle with evil .. to gain 
the minds of men for Christ .. 
and that the enemy has already 
been conquered (greater is He 
that is in us than M that is in 
tM world). 

Paul commands Timothy 
that he must not only preach 
the truth but that preparation 
is necessary if Timothy is to 
effectively reach people when 
opportunity presents itself; and 
he must be alert and "at the 
ready" all the time··whether it 
seems to be "in season, or out of 
season;" and he must have 
conditioned himself to be pa­
tient (longsuffering) and know 
the doctrine well. Only then 
will he, with any degree of con­
fidence, be in a position to 
teach, reprove, rebuke, or ex· 
hort .. whichever is required for 
the case at hand. 

PROCLAIMER OR PROSPECT ? 

When we talk about 
Christians being "instant" .. it 
means ready to respond with· 
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out further preparation. By "in 
season" and "out of season" does 
Paul refer to the proclaimer's 
situation or the prospect's 
situation? 

OPTIMUM CmcuMSTANCE 

Philip, the evangelist, en­
countered the Ethiopian 
eunuch under the most favor­
ab1e of circumstances--"in sea-
80n"--for both the teacher and 
the student. Philip, on a mo­
ment's notice was ready (and 
willing/anxious) to begin at the 
same Scripture and teach the 
eunuch about Jesus Christ, and 
to convince the eunuch he 
should immediately become a 
Christian. Philip was ready, 
willing and able (with God's 
help) to meet the eunuch's need 
of "a man to help (guide) me." 

"Jonafi was sure, in fiis 
own judgment, tfie soufs 
of Ninevefi were out of 

" season 
A, Philip was instant with 

hIS teaching (his reproving, re­
buking, or exhorting), so the 
eunuch \vas instant in his de­
sire for knowing; by realizing 
he did not know the meaning of 
the passage he was studying; by 
acknowledging his need for a 
man to help him; and his ac­
cepting Philip's afTer. He dem­
onstrat.ed his desire to know by 
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asking Philip why he shouldn't 
immediately--once the proper 
conditions presented them­
selves--why he shouldn't obey. 
So the positive results obtained 
were a combination of a teacher 
who wanted to teach and a stu­
dent who wanted to learn com­
ing together--because they were 
both "in season." 

"OUT OF SEASON" IS 

UNPREDICABLE 

But if either the listener or 
speaker is "out of season" the 
results are not so predictable. 
,Jonah, one of the greatest 
preachers of all time, was "out 
of season" --fearful, his heart 
was not going to Nineveh, tried 
running away from the ability 
and responsibility God had 
given him. Until he was con­
vinced by God, he remained 
"out of season" for being sent. to 
Nineveh. But once he had 
changed his thinking to con­
form with God's, he came "in 
season;" preached the word of 
warning; and saved a city filled 
with souls. Jonah was sure, in 
his own judgment, the souls of 
Nineveh were "out of season." 
And sometimes even today we 
blunder. as Jonah did, by let­
ting our evaluation of the pros­
pect keep us from approaching 
him--so we do not remain ready 
("in season") or willing, but go 
the other way; instead of letting 
God decide who will preach, 
reprove, rebuke, exhort that by 
"all" means we might save 
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some," 

The early disciples were, at 
times <lout of season" and un­
able to use the power Christ 
had given them to be ready be­
cause of their own unbelief. 
Jesus said, "If ye have faith as a 
grain of mustard seed, ye shall 
say to the mountain 'Remove 
hence to yonder place, and it 
shall remove; and nothing shall 
be impossible (out of season) 
unto you.' Howbeit this kind 
goeth not out but by prayer 
(dependency on God) and fast­
ing (sacrifice on your part)." 
Those disciples simply were not 
ready "in season" or "out of sea­
son ," for giving attention to the 
things spoken of God. 

DON'T WANT TO HEAR IT! 

"Out of season", as one of 
my good brothers said, "is when 
they don't want to hear it." 
Many times in Paul's ministry, 
it was made abundantly clear 
that some people didn't want to 
hear what he was saying--but 
that did not deter Paul from his 
goal of becoming all things to 
all men, that by him, some 
might be saved. Paul was so 
schooled in human behavior 
and so inspired by the revela­
tion of God in him, that he pro­
ceeded to present the gospel-­
and in the process brought 
them from "out of season" to 
"in season" consideration of his 
message from God. 

The real skill of the evan-

gelist or preacher is tested to 
the fullest when he reaches the 
point in his presentation of the 
truth that it is time for him to 
decide whet.her the student 
or prospect is "in season" 
(meaning receptive to his mes­
sage) or "out of season" (isn't. 
listening, trying to divert at­
tention to other matters, or 
simply says, "I will hear you 
again of this matter.") 

WORKING A DRY WELL 

If proper precaution has 
been exercised in the initial 
contact--is the candidate con­
cerned about his spiritual con­
dition? is he willing to converse 
about his soul? are arrange­
ments congenial? is he, in your 
judgmen t, ready and willing to 
learn?--then time spent work­
ing a "dry well" should be 
minimal. If a prospect shows 
little or no interest in your first. 
few lessons, then he should be 
led to decide whether or not he 
is finding the presentat.ion sat­
isfying? meeting his needs? and 
valuable enough to continue? A 
wise Christian will not force 
himself and his evangelistic 
efforts on an unwilling pros­
pect. 

SOWING WITHour REGARD 

The parable of the sower 
indicates a true sower of the 
word makes no attempt to de­
termine the quality of the 
ground in which he bestows 
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labour. He sows incessantly 
because he CANNOT know in 
whom God may work to give his 
words a fertile bed in which to 
grow. 

Solomon suggests: "Cast 
thy bread upon the waters (all 
kinds of people··at all appropri· 
ate times··in all appropriate 
places) for thou shalt find it 
after many days . .. "4 

"He that observeth the 
wind shall not sow; and he that 
regardeth the clouds shall not 
reap . . . tholl knowest not 
whether shall prosper." 

By sowing constantly, 
consistently, everywhere, to 
everybody, by any means, you 
will have saved yourself and 
those who hear you . 

••• 
Route 2 Box 107 

Prairie City, Iowa 50228 

4 Eccles. 11: 1 
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James Baysinger 

James Baysinger became publicly active in 1M church at age 
sixteen at Etterville, Mo. After high school he served his country 
as a medical corpsman in the U.S. Navy. At the end of W WII he 
began working with Fred Killebrew, an evangelist in Senath, Mo. 
They worked together for two years with congregations at Senath, 
Advance, Bloomfield, and Canalow, all in souIMrn Missouri. 

Jim's first work on his own was with the church at Salem, 
Mo. It soon became clear that working with the church would re­
quire a secular vocation to provide for most of his support. In 1951, 
Jim enrolled at Southwest Missouri State College and within three 
years was awarded a B.S. in &ience degree. During his second 
year at SMS, Jim met LuAnna Aven at the congregation at Nixa, 
Mo. Only a few days after they met, he baptized her into Christ. 
In May 1952 they were married and have lived in Nixa ever since. 
LuAnna has been very supportive of Jim's work in the church and 
this has meant a great deal to him_ 

Jim and LuAnna have two children, Lane and Lana. Lane is 
a field supervisor for City Utilities of Springfield and Lana is Head 
of Communication at Ozark Technical College in Springfield, Mo. 
This has been a tightly knit family that supported Jim 's church 
work, always understanding that Christ comes before family. 

At this writing, Jim is 68 years of age and has a firm resolu­
tion to continue his public work for the Lord so long as strength 
and mind permit. He said, "The fifty plus years 1 have been work­
ing in the church have taught me how much there is to learn and 
know, and how little of that I really know .• 

••• 
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A FORM OF GODLINESS 

Modern-day religions can be very confusing to young form.a­
tive minds seeking truth. The modern messages that flow from 
the "mega-mentality" of main stream religions are promoted to 
soothe the itching ear, but such "shall tUrn away their ears from 
the troth, and shall be turned unto fables." 

Evangelism no longer begins in the Bible and builds a bridge 
to the world for the safe passage of contrite souls. Instead, mod­
ern preaching begins in the world, anchored on human wisdom, 
and attempts to build a bridge to the Bible using neologisms; new 
doctrines more palatable to the cultural taste buds of contempo­
rary seekers. 

What makes this "form" so appealing? Is it affecting the 
Lord's church? Is our bridge to the world anchored on the bas­
tion of Truth? Find answers to these questions in this timely trea­
tise by our brother who has observed "forms" of human reasoning 
and behavior. 

When Paul warned Timo­
thy concerning persons he 
should turn away from, he 
named those "who have (J form 
of godliness, but deny its 
pOll'er. "1 In this passage t.he 
word "form" suggests an organ­
ized procedure or an elaborate 
set of principles and rules. But 
these, according to Paul, deny 
the power of God. 

Human thinking, as it so 
often appears in speeches and 
books. appeals because of the 
education act.ivities, or 
achievements of the person 

12 Timothy 3: 5 

speaking or writing. So caught 
up in the process of human 
t.heorizing do people become, 
that they develop into admirers 
and promoters of their own 
thinking. Once this self-selling 
process is intellectualized, the 
person hecomes a slavish ad­
herent of form and may produce 
a plethora of rules, procedures, 
and postulates in advancement 
of a discipline. belief. or dogma. 

The Greek thinkers of 
Christ's day were prime exam­
ples of persons converted to 
their own thinking. They 
sought after wisdom, but 
through that wisdom, their 



48 James Baysinger: A Form of Godliness 

own, they did not know God.' have articles of worship and 
Human wisdom, no matter how practices devised by human 
extolled and promoted can committees and conferences. 
never bring anyone to God. They have selected and saneti­
The great thinkers of the world fied activities that please the 
have more commonly thought church hierarchy without re­
in opposition to God than in gard to their scripturality. 
any form of concert with him. What the Bible has to say takes 

SOCIAL RELIGION 

The great majority of re­
ligions of the world put far 
more emphasis On form than on 
Godliness. As time passes into 
the 21st Century, most 
religious groups will become 
more and more secularized. 
That is, they will become more 
indifferent to Bible teaching 
and more deeply enmeshed in 
worldly and temporal concerns. 
They will spend their energy 
with social programs, believing 
that being people-oriented will 
bring them heavenly approval. 
The signs of such social com­
mitment are all around us. The 
idea is that a social savior is the 
epitome of Godliness. This is 
only the form; there is no power 
there. Those who ignore God's 
will, the doctrine of Christ, the 
keeping of the Lord's com­
mandments' are not recognized 
by God as his. The doing of so­
cial good is a part of God's will 
but this cannot stand for the 
whole3 

Most churches today have 
only a form of godliness. They 

2: 1 Corinthians 1: 21, 22 
3James L 27 

second place to what religious 
leaders say. What the church 
fathers want typically overrules 
what God wants. 

rrTie itfea is tliat a socia{ 

savior is tlie epitome of 
yocfliness_ 

Members of such secular 
religions defer to their leaders 
because their own Bible knowl­
edge is so scant or absent alto­
gether that they could never 
mount a challenge to what the 
leaders advocate. Members of 
such religions are not remotely 
like the Bereans' but are like 
the blind followers during the 
great apostasy. The Bible may 
as well be chained to the pulpit 
because it is not a factor in the 
lives of secular Christians. 

HUMANIZED RELIGION 

Humanists applaud the 
social orientation of church 
leaders and members. This set 
of mind is precisely what hu­
manism advocates. Humans 
are their own saviors and do 

'Acts 17, 11 
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not need God. The secular and 
humanized church of the 21st 
Century will give lip service to 
God but the heart of tbe church 
will be far from him.5 

'Witli tlie empliasis upon 
grmvtli in mem6ersliip at 

any cost, it is Eittfe wonaer 
tliat onCy a form of refig­

ion wi{{ survive. 
The theories of evolution, 

including the age of the world 
and man, the theories of be· 
ginnings, are being pushed by 
media programming of all 
kinds. This is the work of hu· 
manists who will spend and be 
spent to defeat all ideas of 
creation as advanced by Gene· 
sis Chapter 1. Science in being 
tout.ed as the source for all an· 
swers; assumption is treated as 
if it were fact.ual. Theories for 
which there is not a shred of 
proof are presented as if t.hey 
were holy. Most churches fmd 
it awkward to wholly oppose 
evolutionary theory. They seek 
to find an accommodation that. 
permits acceptance of evolution, 
even if this forces a garbled 
view of the Bible account. This 
is a case of t.he church adjusting 
to societal ideas in order to 
avoid an tagollizm g poten tial 
members whose secular views 
would not be compatible with 

11 Isaiah29: 13; Matthew 15: 8; Mark 7: 6 
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strict Bible teaching. With the 
emphasis upon growth in memo 
bership a t any cost, it is little 
wonder that only a form of reo 
ligion will survive. 

BASTION OF TRUTH 

What can true Christians 
do to counter these wayward 
movements from the truths? 
First, we must be fully in· 
formed about opposing views to 
Bible teaching. We must be 
able to meet scientific thinkers 
on their own ground with the 
competence to point out con· 
tradictions, inconsistencies, and 
poorly supported assumptions. 
We must be equally prepared 
with Bible reasoning that can 
directly refute scientific theory. 
Christians have one great ad· 
vantage in such a confronta· 
tion. There is no scientific 
theory pertaining to the actual 
beginning of everything. The 
account in Genesis 1 is unique, 
because it is the record of crea· 
tion from light to man. All sci· 
entific theories begin with the 
heavenly bodies in place or the 
earth already habitable, or the 
seas already in existence. 
While the scientific thinker 
may deny what the Bible says, 
he has nothing to offer as a vi· 
able alternative. 

Second, we must take ad· 
vantage of every opportunity to 
advance Bible teachingS This 

61 Peter 3: 15 
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might involve a letter to the often called insane, and may be 
editor of the local paper, an ap· accused of creating God as a 
peal to the local school system crutch or as a means of escap· 
to include creation science as ing reality. Young persons who 
an alternative to evolution in are alone in their beliefs must 
the science curriculum, a have strong faith to persevere 
speech to the local PTA or other in the face of such criticismS 
parent groups, or being a par· Fourth, the church must 
ticipant in discussion groups at be the bastion of truth 9 Its 
the library or the local college. teaching should be pertinent to 
In addition, the day to day op· the problems faced by its memo 
portunities to speak of Bible bers. Those who teach and ed. 
subjects with coworkers, ify must be unafraid of 
friends, relative, and other ac· controversial issues and undis. 
quaintances must. be fully util· mayed by the questions and 
ized7 doubts expressed by some 

rrtie Cfiurcfi is unfortu­
natefy affected 6y society 
anti tfie cufture tfiat sur-

round"sus. 
Third, each family in the 

church must be certain that its 
younger members are fully ap· 
prised of the truth, and that 
they have the depth of convic· 
tion that will not allow them to 
be swayed by college professors, 
girl or boy friends, or writings 
by men and women with im· 
pressive degrees and other cre· 
dentials. Young people may 
hear the truth maligned reo 
peatedly. They may hear 
Christians called fanatics, 
dreamers, or followers of fan· 
tasy. Conservative Christians, 
those who believe the Bible, are 

7 Matthew 10: 32, 33 

members. Since various stages 
of growth are manifest in most 
congregational membershipsto, 
the public leaders must be able 
to adapt lessons so that they 
are interesting and relevant at 
each level of learning. This reo 
quires study and flexibility, as 
well as patience and under· 
standing. 

AMALGAMATION OF 

GODLINESS 

The Church is unfortu· 
nately affected by society and 
the culture that surrounds us. 
Our ideas about marriage, di· 
vorce, fornication, and adultery 
are an amalgam of Bible 
teaching and current social 
thinking. We also tend to mix 
God's laws and men's. 

81 Peter 4: 16 
91 Timothy 3: 15 
1(11 Corinthians 3: 1,2; Hebrews 5: 13. 14 
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Some among us are unduly 
impressed by number, wealth, 
and prestige. We may be very 
good at embellishing our mat~­
rial homes and other posses­
sions, but are "poor, blind and 
naked"l1 where spirit.uality is 
concerned. 

Is it safe to worsliip witli 
tliose wlio tio not liave 

goti? 
Do we realize t.hat putting 

the Kingdom of Heaven firs(l' 
applies to our earnings as well 
as to our life style? God's share 
should come off the top, not 
from what. we have left. after we 
have provided for all our needs 
and desires. To purpose 13 in 
your heart. is to plan each pay­
day for your gift to support the 
church. While there should 
never be a maximum on what 
we give, there should be a 
minimum. Each of us should 
decide that we will never give 
less than a certain amount 
barring emergencies, and wili 
give as much over that as we 
can. When we have purposed, 
what we can give should be put 
aside and not touched for any 
other purpose. This is bountiful 
sowing which carnes the 
promise that. we will also reap 
bountifully.I' 

II Revelation 3: 17 
1~;"latthew 6::33 
112 Corinthians 9: 7 
14 2 Corinthians 9: 6 
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A CHOICE OF FORM? 

A common secular idea is 
that one can attend the church 
of his choice. This erroneous 
philosophy is creeping into the 
church in some respects. Peo­
ple say, "There is nothing 
wrong with attending other 
churches_" They mean by this 
that if th ey go on vacation and 
find a body called a Church of 
Christ, it is all right to attend 
even though that group has 
unscriptural leadership and 
questionable loyalties to un­
scriptural institutions. John 
tells us, "Whatever transgresses 
and cWes n()t abide in the doc­
trine of Christ does not have 
God. "15 Is it safe to worship 
with those who do not have 
God? John further states, '7f 
anyone comes to you and does 
not bring this doctrine (the doc­
trine of Christ) cW not receive 
him into your hmtse nor greet 
him, for he who greets him 
shares in his evils deeds, "16 If 
we are not to bring doctrinal 
t.ransgressors into our own 
houses by what logic do we 
think it all right to go into the 
transgressors house to worship? 
The Lord's intent. is that we 
have no fellowship with t.hose 
who do not abide in this doc­
trine. 

I~ 2 ,John 9 
16 2 ,John 10. 11 
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We also have problems 
with brothers, sisters, or chil­
dren who have religious affilia­
tions with churches other than 
the Lord's. Jesus said, "He wlw 
loves father or mother more 
than Me is not worthy of Me. 
And he wlw loves son or daugh­
ter more than Me is not worthy 
of Me."l7 We do not have to 
stop loving those who are our 
physical family, but we must be 

"'We must see to ourseCves 
ana to tlie worf(j1llJ out of 

our own sa{vation. 
realistic pertaining to their op­
portunity for eternal salvation 
when they are not adhering to 
the New Covenant in Christ. 
We should never say, "1 just 
cannot believe that he or she 
will be lost", when we know 
very well that unless there is a 
change to the Lord's way, this 
will be the inevitable result. 
We have to have the courage to 
see, know, and adhere to the 
truth. 

17 Matthew 1 0: 37 

FuLLNESS AND FORCE OF 

TRUTH 

We are caused to wonder 
how many in the church have 
only a form of godliness, when 
someone who seems to be 
strong in the church falls away. 
We are always dismayed and 
shocked when this happens. 
We are also caused to look in-
ward, to do some serious self­
examination. Sometimes we 
look at one another and wonder 
whether the commitment we 
see is feigned or real. 

We must see to ourselves l8 

and to the working out of our 
own salvationl9 In the proc­
ess, we must set the best ex­
ample we can'o, and be so 
inspired by the power of the 
Word working in us, that "form" 
will be submerged by the full­
ness and the force of the Truth' 

••• 
4()1 Bessie Street 

Nim, Missouri 65714 

182 Corinthians 13: 5; James 4: 7; 
2 John 8; Jude 21; 1 Timothy 4: 16 

19 Philippians 2: 12 
20 1 Timothy 4: 12 
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Roy Barri.: Billtop. or Glory 

Roy Harris was born December 9, 1915 in the community of 
Brixey, Missouri. He grew up in a Iwme with sincere Christian 
parents living on a 120 acre "rock pile" in Ozark County, north of 
Gainesville, Missouri, where work, Iwnesty, and church attendance 
were a way of ufe. Ray attended a one-room country school and a 
country church. He was baptized at an early age. 

While still a young man, Ray attended two 3-week sessions of 
Stamps-Baxter ·singing schools." Througlwut his life he taught a 
''good many" singing schools among congregations and with indi­
viduals, and led singing for evangelistic meetings. With his musi­
cal and poetic talent he composed many well known songs and 
continues to write poetry. 

As a young man, Roy attended Bible studies conducted by Corl 
Ketcherside and E. M. Zerr. He began doing public work in the 
assembly during his mid to late teen years. He is not sure just 
when this developed into "preaching. " 

In time, he attended the University of Indiana and Southwest 
Missouri State College (now University). For 22 years he taught 
sclwol in Kansas, at the same time preaching and teaching at 
mostly small congregations and spending the summers with Vaca­
tion Bible Schools, Singings, and Gospel Meetings. 

Roy married Nell Anderson in 1958. They have no children, 
but once kept four children for two years. Nell often helped with 
VBS's and singing for nursing Iwmes and shutins. TIleY now live 
in Crane, Missouri. 

• •• 
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HILLTOPS OF GLORY 

Through the hills and valleys of life, saints have been en­
couraged by an echoing melody of glory. For the past 50 years 
spirits have been uplifted and the Father praised by the song 
"Hilltops of Glory." 

The composer of the song has written an article by the same 
name. Song and article alike express a valuable lesson about be­
ing "upbeat" in life: when in the valley remember to look to the 
hilltops of glory and always rejoice in the Lord. 

Oh! brother, won't you come go with me, high on the moun­
tain to experience the grandeur of glory radiating from the pages 
of God's holy word. Focus your attention on nearly sixty scrip­
tures referred to in this lesson. 

• 
"Onward rejoicing I tread life's way; 

Higher I'm climbing each pa8sing day. 

Hilltops of glory now rise in view, 

Where all will be made new."l 

• 
"Rejoice in the Lord."2 "The 

eunuch . . . went on his way 
rejoicing."3 Grow in grace and 
knowledge of our Lord and Sav­
ior ,Jesus Christ."4 Christians 
should rejOIce in the Lord. 
reaching and looking upward. 
as "we set our affection on 
things above. "5 

1 Verse 1, Hilltop,; or Glory, 
by Roy Harris, 1944. 

2 Phil. 3:1 
a Acts 8:39 
42 Peter 3: 18 
~Col. 3:1-4 

The opening words of the 
song. "Hilltops of Glory", were 
written in the early 1940's; a 
year or two before the copyright 
date. This song was written a 
few years after I attended a 
three week old·fashioned sing· 
ing school in Dallas, Texas, in 
the winter of 1939. The school 
was conducted by Stamps· 
Baxter Company, the publisher 
of many religious song books. 

The occasion that gave 
immediate impetus for compos· 
ing this song was an afternoon 
meeting with a little country 
congregation of Dentonia, Kan· 
sas. They met in a small 
meeting house north of Cawker 
City, Kansas. In the exchange 
of ideas that Sunday afternoon 
a brother m Christ .. Homer 
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Matson--spoke of his view of 
life: now that he had reached a 
certain vantage point. He was 
no longer in his early years, yet 
he was many years from what 
would be considered old age. 
He spoke of looking both for­
ward and backward, sort of on 
the hilltops of life. 

"I Now CAN SEE" 

Brother Mat.son's remarks 
caused me to start pondering 
life and its many changes and 
variations; its mountain tops 
and valleys; its triumphs and 
its losses; its joys and respon­
sibilities. Of course scriptural 
scenes came to mind; one being 
Moses on Mount Pisgah in the 
land of Moab. 6 He viewed the 
promised land; thought not 
permitted to go in. However, 
he was with Christ at the 
transfiguration.' As I medi­
tated upon these things, some­
how the words "Hilltops of 
Glory" began to form in my 
mind. The words and music 
were composed together. I do 
not remember how much time 
elapsed between the beginning 
and the completion of the song. 
It was not the first song I had 
written, though there were not 
many previous ones. This song 
expresses pretty much my own 
outlook on life in the service of 
the Lord. If we fix our eyes on 
Jesus it seems to me that we 

6 Deut. 34:1-6 
7 Matt. 17:1-5 
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should have an "upbeat" atti­
tude in spite of the many evils 
and upheavals in the world. 
When we "consider Him" it 
seems we should not grow 
weary to the point of losing 
heart or losing our song. B 

"([)on't wony a60ut 

anytfti11{] 6ut pray a60ut 

everytfti11{], " 

Remember the Apostle 
Paul tells us to rejoice in the 
Lord. He repeats for emphasis: 
"Again I say, Rejoice!' Then he 
tells us not to be filled with 
anxiety but with prayer and 
thanksgiving let our requests 
be made know to God. We 
might paraphrase and say, 
"Don't worry about anything 
but pray about everything," If 
we do this--putting our trust in 
Him and rejoicing in the Lord 
constantly trusting Him and 
speaking to Him in prayer-­
then he says that the peace of 
God which goes beyond mere 
human understanding will 
guard--or rule--our hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus9 

HILL TOP EXPERIENCE 

It was a far cry from the 
sands of Egypt to Canaan Land 
and there were many difficul­
ties in between. When Moses 
received the call at the burning 

8Heb.12:1-3 
'Phil. 4:4-7 
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bush he could not have known 
all the hardships he would be 
called upon to endure or the 
opposition he would encounter 
from his own people. Could it 
have been not only his sense of 
inadequacy--not being a good 
speaker--but other misgivings 
that made him hesitate a bit at 
first? Did he have an inkling of 
the disposit.ion of his people 
that might. make them difficult 
to lead? But when convinced of 
the seriousness of God's call he 
no longer hesitated. He choose 
to suffer affliction wit.h the 
people of God rather than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season. 10 

'Wliat a "lii[{top 
experience" it must tTUfy 

liave 6een to go up on 
:Mount Sinai ana 

commune witli (Joe! ana 
to 6e entrustee! witli tlie 

Cawoj(Joa. 
No doubt there were hill­

top experiences for him along 
the way: such as seeing the wa­
ters of t.he Red Sea part and the 
people pass through. They 
were "baptized unto Moses in 
the cloud on,d in the sea."ll It's 
a similar experience when we 

10 Heb. 11:24·26 
III Cor. 10:1·2 
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are baptized into Christl' On 
the other hand Moses had to 
listen to their grumbling when 
they came to the Desert of Sin 
and complained about their 
lack offood. 

What a "hilltop experience" 
it must truly have been to go up 
on Mount Sinai and commune 
with God and to be entrusted 
with the law of God. 13 Of 
course when he came down and 
saw the golden idol the people 
had made; it must have been 
extremely distressing. As to­
dav, so it was in Moses' life, 
th~re were mountain tops and 
valleys; sometimes intermin­
gled and intertwined. Yet 
never once did Moses look back 
longingly toward the flesh-pots 
of Egypt. "Never turn back­
ward, always ascend, on to the 
journey's end." 

PRESSING TOWARD THE 

MARK 

The Israelites did look 
back, at times, with a great de­
sire to return. They seemed to 
completely forget their former 
pitiable plight; how they de­
sired and needed deliverance. 
Do we sometimes look back 
with just a bit of longing; in 
spite of rejoicing for deliverance 
from sin and assurance of sal­
vation in Him? Do we have a 
secret desire to do what we 

120a1. 3:27 
Col. 2:12 

13 Exo. 19 
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used to do and be what we used 
to be? Do we ever wish to "run 
with the crowd" again? Or do 
we cherish and encourage the 
kinds of experiences and asso­
ciations that promote times of 
meditation that lift our spirits 
to the hilltops of glory and give 
us an uplifting glimpse of what 
awaits us there? Or are we 
content to grope in the lowlands 
of lust, drugs and drunkenness; 
lost and confused in discord and 
doubt? Do we let little things, 
annoyances, setbacks, ridicule 
and discouragement's get in our 
way, slow us down or stop us 
altogether? 

"'Wlioever is not wifEing 
to forsak,j a{[ efse, cannot 

juICy quaEify as a 
alScipfe n 

Paul, the apostle, is a good 
example; a model for us along 
this line. He said he was for­
getting the things that were 
behind and reaching forth to 
the things--in Christ we might 
add--that were before him." 
He was constantly looking 
ahead and upward, pressing 
toward the mark in Christ Je­
sus. He had no thought of 
turning back or even looking 
back with longing for the things 
of the past. "Never turn back­
ward, always ascend, on to the 

14 Phil. 3:12-14 
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journey's end." 

STIR UP THE GIFT IN You 

The Christian life is a 
challenge: denying self, taking 
up the cross and following 
Christl5 Whoever is not will­
ing to forsake all else, cannot 
fully qualify as a disciple. The 
Christian life is not for moral 
weaklings who are cont.ent. to 
remain t.hat way. We are all 
afflicted with human weak­
nesses. But when we realize 
our own shortcomings and seek 
the st.rengt.h found in Him, then 
we have the Spirit. of God 
helping uslS And we have t.he 
assurance, as children of God, 
that when we confess our sins, 
repenting, He will forgive l7 

Paul t.old Timot.hy that God did 
not give us a spirit of t.imidit.y, 
but. of power, love and self­
disciplinel8 Just before that 
verse he urged Timot.hy to "stir 
up", or fan int.o a flame, the gift 
of God which had been given 
him. While this statement evi­
dent.ly refers to a special gift 
bestowed by the hands of the 
apost.les and endorsed and en­
couraged by t.he hands of the 
elders l9 ; t.he admonition surely 
applies to all of us in regard to 
what.ever talent or gift we have 
from God. 

I~Matt. 16:24 
16 Romans 8:9, 26 
171 John 1:7-9 
18 2 Timothy 1:7 
19 1 Timothy 4:14 
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In Rom. 12:3-8, Paul ad­
monishes everyone to use 
whatever ability one has for 
God. Use it for the edification 
offellow members of the body of 
Christ. Develop and exercise 
that talent or ability as one has 
the opportunity. Talent unused 
does not develop; does not pro­
duce fruit for the Lord.20 If 
one's talent is ministering, or 
serving; be glad to do that. If 
one can t.each; be a good 
teacher. If the ability is to ad­
monish, exhort, or encourage; 
one may fill a very important 
mission by exercising that tal­
ent. The body of Christ has 
many members and there is a 
need for what each one can con­
tribute. Let us remember that 
we are all part of the body of 
Christ, which is a great privi­
lege and also a defmite respon­
sibility" We are all baptized 
int.o that body'2 

DOWN IN THE DUMPS? 

Heeding the passages cited 
in the preceding paragraph 
will, I believe, help us t.o keep 
from getting "down in the 
dumps." For as we live a posi­
tive, active, optimistic life, we 
are likely to develop a positive 
outlook on life. It also helps us 
to have a sense of our own 
worth, as a creation of God," 

~o Matt. 25:21-30 
21 Romans 12:3-R 
~21 ('or. 12:13 

Romans 6:1-4 
:!:l Cien. 2:7 
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as one endowed with a certain 
spiritual image and honor for 
the glory of God. At the same 
time, it should also help us 
avoid getting an exaggerated 
sense of our own importance; 
avoid thinking of self more 
highly than we ought to think. 
By meditating on our relation 
to God, we lift our eyes and 
hearts above the discouraging 
circumstances of earth. That is 
what "Hilltops of Glory" is 
about. 

'Tafent unusea aoes not 
aevefop; aoes not proauce 

fruit for tlie Lord. 
The apostle was always 

looking forward; reaching forth. 
"Forgetting the things that are 
behind," he said, "I press on 
toward the goal."24 The things 
Paul left behind included: 
prestige, power, social position, 
political correctness (as we 
might say today), and many 
material advantages. Would 
you and I be willing to t.urn our 
backs on all of these in order to 
follow Ch rist and perhaps suf­
fer hardships or even be perse­
cuted like the Apostle Paul? 

Other apostles and many 
of the early Christians had to 
make similar choices. When he 
spoke of "forgetting" these 
things, did that mean he could 
not even recall them in his 

24 PhiL 3:1:3-14 
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mind or remember that they 
existed? Certainly not, because 
he spoke of them. But he forgot 
them so far as even considering 
them important or ever think­
ing of returning to them. They 
were part of his past that he 
was determined to leave in the 
past. No backward looks with 
longing or regrets that they 
were gone. Apparently the only 
regret he might have was that 
he had once been in oppression 
to Jesus and a persecutor of His 
cause. He was "chief of sin­
ners", yet he obtained mercy 
because he did it ignorantly." 
He did not obtain forgiveness 
while he was persecuting 
Christ and opposing the church, 
but mercy was shown to him in 
that he was taught and given 
an opportunity to repent. It is 
by the mercy of God that we are 
given the opportunity to repent 
and be forgiven.'6 

':;t man's reacfi sfioufd 
exs:eed fiis grasp, orwfiat's 

a fiea'Ven for?» 
--'Bruwning-

The apostles counted all 
those things that he once 
thought were important as just 
garbage or trash" That is, 
compared with Christ and be­
ing in Him, they were less than 
nothing. Is Jesus our "all in 

261Timothy 1:13-15 
26 1 John 1:7-10 
"Phil. 3:7-9 
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all?"28 We receive completeness 
in Christ when we are circum­
cised with spiritual circumci­
sion--cutting off the world-­
when we are ''buried with him 
in baptism, wherein also you 
are risen with Him through 
faith in the operation, or power, 
of God. ''29 Many things of life 
might be all right in and of 
themselves, but if they stand 
between us and Jesus, between 
us and God, they should be 
consigned to the garbage heap. 

"I WILL LIFf UP My EYES" 

We can't get to the hilltop 
without climbing and looking 
and reaching up. We may not 
always grasp all the heights we 
strive for, but faith prompts us 
to look up and to reach for 
higher planes. Browning, a 
British poet, once wrote, "A 
man's reach should exceed his 
grasp, or what's a heaven for?" 

'1 will lift up my eyes . .. ", 
so said the Psalmist. 30 If we 
spend all our time looking 
around us, we are likely to be­
come discouraged. We see dis­
regard for spiritual and moral 
values. We often observe man's 
inhumanity to man. We see 
nations fighting with each 
other and warring within 
themselves. We hear of 
Mother's murdering their chil­
dren; strife and trouble between 

28 Col. 3:11 
29 Col. 2:10-12 
30Psa.121:1 
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races; strife between members 
of the body of Christ. Moral 
standards are not what they 
once were, nor what the bible 
teaches. Disregard for truth31 
results in broken marriages; 
broken homes; couples living 
together outside of marriage, 
and homosexuality"2 Are all 
these just "alternative life 
styles?" Does that make them 
acceptable? To an increasing 
segment of our society today, 
they are acceptable, but they 
are contrary to the standards 
taught in the Bible. How im· 
portant is that to you? If we 
descent to the level of those 
who disregard God's law, how 
can we hope to reach the spiri· 
tual "Hilltops of Glory." 

KEY To POWER AND 

VICTORY 

If we look only within our· 
selves for strength and guid· 
ance, how uplifting can that be? 
We might be content for a while 
to make a god of our own ego; 
but there will be times in life, 
inevitably, when self will feel 
the need of something to rely on 
above and beyond what self 
provides. When great problems 
arise, when our conscience be­
comes alive, when we realize 
that all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of God, 33 then 

31 Matt. 19:4-9 
32 Lev. 18:22; Rom. 1:27 

1 Cor. 6:9 
33 Rom. 3:23 
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we may conclude with the 
apostle that by ourselves alone 
there is no good thing. When 
turbulent storms arise on the 
Galilee of life, then we need the 
voice of the Master to calm our 
souls and bring some order to 
our chaotic lives. 34 

"In me··apart from God·· 
dwells no good thing."35 He 
exclaims, "Who shall rescue 
me?" or, "Who shall deliver me 
{rom the body o{ this death?" 
At this point it becomes obvious 
that the answer is not in self, 
but the key is stated, ''1 thank 
God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord." This is the key to our 
source of power and victory. 
This gives us victory over the 
world by lifting our hearts and 
eyes toward the hilltops, high 
above the low lands of strife and 
t.he swamps of sin. 36 

OPPORTUNITY To Do GOOD 

Of course, at. times it is 
necessary to survey the area 
and circumstances around us 
for the purpose of seeing the 
needs we can supply and the 
service we can give. Look upon 
the harvest fields and search 
for opportunity to do good. 37 

We may need to examine our· 
selves for the purpose of seeing 
whether we are as faithful as 

34 Matt. 14:22-32 
3~ Rom. 7:14·20 
36 1 John 5:4 
37 John 4:35; Gal. 6:10 
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we should be. 38 We are told to 
work out our own salvation, 
with fear and trembling. 39 The 
next verse holds the key as to 
how we can do this and I be· 
lieve the only possible way that 
we can fulfill verse 12. It says, 
"For it is God woo works in you, 
both to will and to do His good 
pleasure." We do not reach the 
heights of glory entirely on our 
own. We must let God work 
through us. Those who do not 
have within them that which 
comes from above, will be over· 
come by that which is around 
them. 

'We ao not reacli tlie 
lieiglits of gwry entireCy on 

our own. 'We must ret 
goa woTttlirougli us. 
We work out our salvation 

by letting God work in us; His 
will being done in us, through 
us and by us. Whether we eat, 
drink or whatever we do; in· 
cluding work, play, school, or 
socializing, do all to the glory of 
God40 I believe this is the way 
to realize the exaltation of be· 
ing on the "Hilltops of Glory", 
regardless of circumstances. 
Paul knew how to abound or to 
be in want, because he was led 
by the Spirit. He had an inner 
strength, an inner glory, sup· 

38 2 Cor. 13:5 
39 PhiL 2:12 
40 1 Cor. 10:31 
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plied from above so he could 
say, "[ can do all things 
through Christ woo strengthens 
me."41 

In the lowlands of life 
there is a need for service. 
Sometimes, unfortunately, 
there is much confusion, strife, 
contention and fighting. In the 
writing of James we have the 
question, "Whence comes the 
wars and fighting's among 
you?" Yes, this situation can be 
even among members of the 
body of Christ. The writer an· 
swers his own question when 
he indicates these attitudes 
originate in our own lustful and 
covetous nature.42 

MoUNT OF GLORY 

It must have been a mar· 
velous experience when Peter, 
James and John accompanied 
Jesus up the mountain where 
He was transformed before 
them. His appearance changed, 
his face shone and his clothes 
were bright. Certainly there 
must have been a radiant glory 
about his appearance, symbolic 
of the spiritual glory of God and 
perhaps a foretaste of the glory 
we will share as part of His 
resurrected family. 

Luke reveals that while 
Jesus was praying He was 
transformed in glory, but the 
apostles were not fully awake. 

41 Phil. 4:11·13 
42James 4:1·3 
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Many wonderful things may 
occur in our presents, but we 
are not always fully aware of 
them. This may happen be· 
cause of indifference or it may 
be that the god of this world·· 
materialism or what ever··has 
blinded our eyes" 

When the apostles became 
fully awake they saw the glori· 
ous splendor. Peter. carried 
away by the moment, wanted to 
build tabernacles and stay 
there prolonging this glorious 
experience. But there was 
other work to be done down in 
the valley where the people 
were confused and hurting; 
where there was sin and a need 
for the good news of Jesus and 
His love. (See Matt. 17 & Luke 
9:28·36) 

'Many worufetju{ tm1l{]s 
may occurin our presents, 

6ut we are not a{ways 
fu([y aware of tfiem. 

I have no doubt that the 
memory and effect of that 
mountain top experience helped 
sustain Peter in the future as 
he preached the gospel of 
Christ amid opposition and per· 
secutions, and finally, according 
to history, suffered crucifixion 
for his convictions. The same 
must have been true of ,James 
and .John also. There were 

432 Cor. ·1:4 
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many fiery trials for Jesus and 
all the apostles, and there may 
be for us also. 44 For all who 
live a godly life will be tested. 45 

THE HOPE OF GLORY 

If our minds are dulled by 
materialism, worldlism, egoism, 
or any other "ism"; if our hearts 
are hardened by the deceitful· 
ness of sin or indifference; how 
can we be aware of the "Hilltops 
of Glory", even when in their 
presents. "Christ in you (is) the 
hope of glory."'6 Jesus Christ 
illuminates, elucidates, and 
elevates. But constant contact 
by participating with evil com· 
panions will corrupt good mor· 
als'7 We are to use the world 
but not abuse it'. 

How can we ever hope to 
soar with the eagles'9 if we 
roost with the buzzards and 
spend our time scavenging car· 
rion as they do. When storms 
of life beat upon them and 
threaten to destroy their habi· 
tation, the eagles rise on their 
wings and soar above the 
storm. So may we with com· 
plete trust in the Lord, rise 
above circumstances of life even 
while being buffeted by them. 
I n spirit we may have a sense of 
the view of the hilltops even 
while plodding in the valley. 

HI Peter 4:12 
4/j 2 Timothy 3: 12 
46 (;01. 1 :27 
471 Cor. 15:33 
48 1 Cor 7:31 
49 l<;A.. 40:29.31 
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The things that happen in life 
may be for good to those who 
love the Lord, who are called 
according to His purpose. 60 

We are saved by the grace 
of God."! But shall we con­
tinue in sin that grace may 
abound. God forbid'"' Unless 
you accept the invitation of Je­
sus to come to Him53 , you will 
never really know the "Hilltops 
of Glory." Unless you are bur­
ied with Him in baptism in 
likeness of His death to rise to 
walk in newness of life; unless 
you count yourseU dead to sin 
and alive to God; unless you 
offer the members of your body 
as instruments of righteousness 
to do God's will; unless your life 
is dedicated as one that has 
obeyed from the heart that form 
of doctrine, surely you will 
never know the reality of the 
Hilltops of Glory. Though" tM 
wages of sin is death tM gift of 
God is eternal life.""" 

FORETASTE OF GLORY 

Out of the depths of a 
stricken conscience certain ones 
cried, "What shall we do?" They 
had heard the great gospel 
sermon which told them they 
had crucified the Lord. Was 
there any hope? 

"Phil 1: 12-14 
Rom. 8:28 

MEph.2:8 
1'j2Rom.6:1 
63 Matt 11:28 
MRom.6:23 
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Inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
Peter replied, "Repent and be 
baptized everyone of you in tM 
name of Jesus Christ for tM 
remission of your sins and ye 
shall receive tM gift of tM Holy 
Spirit. "55 What glorious and 
uplifting news to know that no 
matter how steeped in sin we 
are He will forgive and cleanse 
us when we sincerely and 
humbly obey. This assurance 
continues while we strive to 
walk in the light, confessing 
our sins56 and abounding in the 
work of the Lord, being stead­
fast, unmoveable, knowing that 
our lives and labor will never be 
in vain so long as we are in the 
Lord. 57 Even in the valleys of 
life which come from time to 
time we can lift our eyes and 
heart to view the splendor, at 
least to get a good glimpse of 
the glory awaiting us where all 
things are made new. 58 

And surely, we are given a 
foretaste of the "Hilltops of 
Glory" as we rejoice in the spiri­
tual insights we gain from time 
to time while we as kings and 
priest before God59 serve Him 
with reverence and godly fear. 

" Acts 2:36-38 
116 1 John 1:7-9 
1';7 1 Cor. 15:58 
MRev.21:5 

2 Pet. 3:13 
&91 Pet. 2:9 

••• 
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WHATIS YOUR LIFE? 

James 4:14 

Life has it's hilltops and it's plains, 

It has it's losses and it's gains; 

At times exalted on the peak, 

Sometimes in valleys worn and 
weak. 

Life has it's good times and it's 
bad, 

With some days joyous and some 
days sad. 

Some bring fulfillment to the heart 

And some a sense of pain impart. 

Hilltops of glory rise in view, 

\Vhere all is perfect, all is new. 

They give a glimpse of things to be 

Which can be ours eternally. 

Down in life's valleys, day by day, 

Life sometimes seems in disarray. 

But there is need of service there, 

Alleviatmg pain and care. 

As on the road of life we go, 

Defeats and triumphs we may 
know. 

But faith looks up beyond them all 

And hears the Savior's clarion call. 
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Upon hope's hilltops spirits rise 

Like sunshine in the morning 
skies. 

Faith's glimpse of glory gives, in­
deed, 

The uplift which our spirits need. 

Above the sordid scenes oflife, 

Above its strain, its stress and 
strife, 

We glean the glory waiting there 

Beyond this time of toil and care. 

As we are pleased God's will to do, 

Hilltops of Glory rise in view. 

Faith, love and duty here combine 

To sense a scene that is divine. 

••• 
Ruy Harris 

Box 208 
Crane, Missouri 

65633-0208 
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Richard Riggins 

Richard Riggins was born January 31, 192310 Albert & Lillie 
Riggins near Charles lon, IL. His early years were spent attending 
a country congregation, Wiley Brick, in Huslon Township. In 1936, 
Richard was baptized by his Uncle Lloyd Riggins in a small creek 
near the church building. 

Richard's uncles, W. G. Roberts and Lloyd Riggins, had a pro­
found influence on his desire 10 follow Christ and if possible 10 be­
come an evangelist. But undoubtedly, as is the case many times, 
the strongest Christian influence was the Bible instruction of his 
mother. Lillie Riggins made sure her four children were taught the 
Bible in the home. 

After serving in the Armed Services in 1943-1945, Brother 
Richard was blessed to be able to attend Eastern nlinois University 
under the GI bill. He received a degree in Speech and Speech Cor­
rection. 

Three summers traveling and studying with Evangelist Lloyd 
Riggins was especially helpful in understanding the work of the 
Lord's Kingdom. In 1951, Brother Richard received a letter from 
the congregation at Sullivan, IL., where Brother Noah Smith was 
an elder and C. R. Turner was a member. 

Richard has 5 children; Grant, Bloomfield, IN.; Alan, San Di­
ego, CA.; Sally, Eldon, Mo. ; Nancy, San Diego, CA.; and 
Rhamonda, Springfield, IL. 

His brother Haden and sister Sally Moody attend church in 
Lebanon, OR. Haden holds a letter as an Evangelist from the Ita­
sea congregation, in Chicago, IL. area . 

••• 
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IF WE SUFFER WITH HIM 

(WE WILL ALSO BE GLORIFIED WIlli HIM) 

Ever wonder why there is so much suffering in the world? 
\Vhat is it's purpose? As a Christian, 'What should I expect suffer­
ing for Him?" "Am I prepared to Buffer?" If glory comes with 
suffering, should I seek out persecution? Is there pity in suffer­
ing for Him? 

Adept answers to these questions and others are offered by 
the writer in this treatise. Give careful consideration to Brother 
Richard's comments concerning "future suffering" Cor the people 
of the Lord. 

This writing is not a dissertation of despair. Rather, it is a 
discourse of encouragement and strength to the unequivocal ser­
vant oC the Lord and a sincere admonition to the ambivalent in 
heart. 

Down the long corridors of 
time we hear the despairing 
wail of discouraged man: Why 
is life so filled with sorrow, suf· 
fering and futility? Sometimes 
man has cried out against God, 
as though God were unfair to 
mankind. Yet if we only spend 
a little time in order to under· 
stand, we are able to see the 
love and wisdom of an almighty 
God, who is able tD use even the 
conditions that we have 
brought upon ourselves to make 
possible a way of repentance for 
all. 

While this topic deals with 
the suffering for Christ rather 

than the universal sufferings of 
all who live, yet because we are 
also surrounded by physical 
infirmities, it is essential that 
we understand the purpose of 
this; otherwise our faith may 
become weakened rather than 
strengthened as it should be. 

First, we know that all of 
these things came upon man 
because man chose to break the 
law God gave. 1 God could not 
be just and not punish mankind 
for his deliberate transgression. 
Adam brought sin into the 

I Gen. 3 
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world and death by sin2 We do good and live a godly life. 
surely have no cause for com- Man would be a robot; not a 
plaint that the consequence of reasoning creature. 
that action is in the world to- We need to remember that 
day. Perhaps some might say; God made us for an eternal life, 
"But it was not we who sinned to be His children and joint 
and if we had been given the heirs with Christ Jesus. '7n 
choice, we would not have diso- hope of eternal life, which God 
beyed." Please, be honest with that cannot lie promised before 
yourself: Have any of you lived tlu! world began. "4 We know 
without sin? Have you always that God loved man and desires 
done as you should? This type man's salvation.5 It comeS as 
of reasoning is like that of the no surprise to learn that the 
Scribes and Pharisees. 3 For very infirmities of the flesh and 
anyone to deride Adam, is to the sufferings are needed for us 
utterly ignore our own weak- to realize that we cannot save 
ness. We are all guilty of sin. ourselves; That there is a 

". - - the very infinnities of 
the flesli aruf the sufferings 
are needed" for us to realize 
tliat we cannot save our-

Second, we realize that 
much of the sorrow and pain in 
this life are the result of the 
evils which men do against oth­
ers. Theft, murder, assault, ete. 
Man's inhumanity to man is so 
blatant that no one would deny 
its effect. Do we seriously ex­
pect God to remove from man 
the ability to choose and to 
make it impossible for him to 
harm anyone else or even him­
self? To do so would make it 
impossible for man to choose to 

2Rom.5:12 
a Matthew 23:29·32 

Luke 1 L4 7 -48 

higher power and a higher pur­
pose in life than the physical 
life. "For I reckon that the suf­
ferings of this present time are 
not worthy to be compared with 
tlu! glory which sholl be re­
vealed in us. For tlu! earnest 
expectation of tlu! creature 
waiteth for the manifestation of 
tlu! sons of God. For tlu! crea­
ture was ma<iR subject to vanity, 
not willingly, but by reason of 
him who hath subjected tlu! 
same in hope. "6 Without the 
fragility and futility of our 
earthly existence, man, almost 
surely, would not recognize his 
need of God nor be moved to 
live according to His com­
mandments. 

A small price indeed to pay 
for the great hope and glory 

4 Titus 1:2 
~John 3:16 
6 Romans 8: 18-20 
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held out before us. Is it possible 
for us to bewail and bemoan our 
burdens when the Almighty is 
holding out his hands to help 
and to gather us home? 

BLESSINGS IN SUFFERING? 

How terrible it would have 
been had man lived forever but 
had no hope of the glory of God 
and eternal blessings. 

God did not leave man 
witbout hope and knowledge 
since the evidence of God was 
and is all around and evident to 
any discerning eye. "The Heav­
ens declare the glory of God and 
the firmament sheweth his 
handiwork."7 The goodness of 
God is evident in the fruitful 
earth and seasons that amply 
provide for the needs of those 
who are diligent in their culti­
vation of the soil and wise in 
their use of the manifold riches 
of the created universe. It 
seems as if there is a remedy in 
nature for almost every disease 
if man is only wise enough to 
find it and correctly utilize it. 

Even wit.h all of the prob­
lems of this life, mankind has 
learned by them to help one 
another. By seeing their own 
frailty and needs, they learn 
compassion and sharing, coop­
eration and planning, forbear-
109 and forgiving. They 
learned to work together in or­
der t.o educate and to discipline 

7 Psalm 19:1 
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one another. Imagine how it 
would have been if everyone 
were completely independent of 
everyone else. Selfish and in­
different to others; there would 
be no love, no mercy, no wisdom 
or learning. The all wise God 
knows all things and has so 
planned and provided that even 
our frailties and futility's can be 
our greatest blessings if they 
lead us to know Him. "So teach 
us f<J number Ollr days, that we 
may apply Ollr hearts unto wis­
dom."8 

Far from hew ailing our 
mortality and futility, let us 
thank our God that He is will­
ing to chastise us for our own 
good and to love us so much 
who have loved Him so little 
and truly deserve nothing from 
Him. 

"IF:ven witli a{[ of tlie 
pro6fems of tliis Cije, 

manRjruf lias fearned" 6y 
tliem to liefp one anotlier. " 

We must not expect God to 
spare us all of the physical in­
firmities that the rest of man­
kind is heir to. ''All things come 
alike f<J all: there is on" event to 
the righteous, and to the 
wicked. "9 We can and must 
thank God for health and so 
many blessings that we can 

II Psalms 90:12 
9 Eccl. 9:2-3 
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never number them all, but it pears on the Judgment Throne 
would not be right for uS to of God; but He gave us a very 
complain when we and ours clear warning that if we are 
suffer sickness and death. Let ashamed of Him, He will also be 
these events only lead us to rest ashamed of USII 
our hope and trust in the one 
who truly is our life and Joy. 
"And as it is appointed unto 
man once to die, and after this 
the judgment. So Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of 
many; and unto them that look 
for him shall he appear the sec­
ond time without sin unto sal­
vation. "10 Let us then leave the 
contemplation of the sufferings 
of this world and consider the 
suffering for, in, and with 
Christ our Lord and Savior. 

PREPARED TO SUFFER FOR 

HIM? 

When I think of the suffer­
ings of Christ Jesus on our be­
half, and remember that Jesus 
called us to follow in His steps 
carrying our cross, I am made 
ashamed of how often we feel 
unfairly treated by many so­
called religious people. We feel 
as if we should escape the per­
secutions for the word of God. 
We need to be ashamed of our­
selves and pray our Father for 
mercy on our souls. Let us 
never be ashamed of Jesus nor 
of his words though all of the 
world were to mock and deride 
us. We do not want Him to be 
ashamed of us when He ap-

10 Heb. 9:27-28 

"SIia{( we compCain of 
our Ligfit 6urtfens wfien 
we considerwliat J{e 

suffirea for us?" 
We have been called to 

Eternal LifeI2 We have been 
called to be Sons of God. 13 We 
have been called to be partak­
ers of the inheritance of the 
Saints in Light.14 Is it at all 
strange that we should be 
called upon to suffer for the 
Kingdom of Heaven's sake? 
Shall we complain of our light 
burdens when we consider 
what He suffered for us? Jesus 
said: "If any man will come af­
ter me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily, and 
follow me. "15 

The warning has been very 
clear in the teachings of Jesus 
that all who follow Him must be 
prepared to suffer for Him.IS 

Jesus plainly taught that 
those who suffered for him, 
were to consider that they were 
blessed, not to pity themselves. 

llMark 8:38 
12Titus 1:2 
13IJohn3:1 
Heal. 1:12 
1~ Luke 9:23 
16Mt. 5:10.12, 44-48 
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We are to pray for those who 
despitefully use us and perse· 
cute us. In the parable of the 
sower,17 is there not great 
shame for the stony ground on 
which the good seed sown·· 
when persecution arose because 
of the word they were offended 
and fell away. Who would have 
a word of praise or sympathy 
for them? Who would think 
them a desirable example to 
follow? Called to life, they 
chose death rather than endure 
anything for the one who died 
for them. Then consider what 
Jesus said in regard to the atti· 
tude of the surrounding people 
to one who followed Christ. 
"And the brother shall deliver 
up the brother to death, and the 
falher the child: and the chilo 
dren shall rise up against their 
parents, and cause them to be 
put to dealh. And ye shall be 
hated of all men for my names 
sake: but he that end" reth to 
the end shall be saved. "18 Yet 
with this warning of what they 
were to face He also gave them 
perspective: "And fear not them 
which kill l.he body, but are not 
able to kill Ihe soul: but rather 
fear Him which is able 10 de· 
stroy both soul and body in 
hell. "19 While much applied to 
the apostles, it was to be true of 
every disciple that he must be 
faithful even to death and count 
even that a blessing rather 

17 Matthew 1:3 
18 ~h. 10:21.22 
19Mt. 10:28 
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than a curse: Just to be able to 
demonstrate his own faith and 
love for the God and Father 
who had chosen him to eternal 
glory and filled his life with all 
spiritual blessings20 

While few were required to 
lay down their lives in a violent 
death for the sake of the Lord 
and their Father, everyone·· 
because of their faith in Him·· 
had to be willing to do so should 
it be required. God through 
Christ had and has removed 
the great fear of death from us. 
"Forasmuch then as the chilo 
dren are parlakers of flesh and 
blood, h<! also himself likewise 
look part of the same; that 
through death he might destroy 
him that had the power of 
death, that is, the devil; and 
deliver th<!m who through fear 
of death were all th<!ir lifetime 
subject to bondage. "21 

God has given us the vic· 
tory over death because we 
know that those who believe in 
Jesus only pass from life to life. 
Death must have no terror to 
the Children of the Living God 
who holds us in his hands here 
and hereafter. 

SOUD FOUNDATION? 

OR ROCK OF OFFENSE? 

Let us consider what the 
disciples faced after Jesus 
death, resurrection, and ascen· 

20 Eph. 1:3 
21 Heb. 2:14-15 
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sion. The warning in Matthew extreme persecutions, but eve-
10 was reality. The hatred of ryone knew that they might be 
the Jew was not limited to Paul called upon to suffer for the 
or the Apostles, even though faith at any time and so they 
they were recipients of the most truly became strong in the 
virulent animosity of the Jew- faith. Those who were weak in 
ish leaders. faith soon became aware of 

Many, when they obeyed their need for greater trust-­
Christ, were cut off from their they either grew or failed. 
own families which rejected Christ Jesus was either the 
them with deep hatred. To solid foundation on which their 
have your father and mother entire existence was built or He 
wish you dead, and your broth- became t.o them a stone of 
ers and sisters t.ry to deliver stumbling and a rock of offense. 
you to the authorities must 
have been a painful experience 
for these faithful Christians. 
Yet they did not falter, having 
known beforehand that this 
might be. They were the object 
of scorn, derision, and ostra­
cism by the society in which 
they lived. Hebrews 10:33-34 
indicates that mob action and 
individual malice may have re­
sulted in the loss of their homes 
and possessions. The trial of 
their faith was immediate and 
of long duration; they knew 
whom they believed and looked 
with anticipation and joy to the 
promise held out to them. 

Knowing the transitory na­
ture of this life, they were able 
to rejoice in the secure promise 
of Jesus, '7 will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee. "22 And, 
"The Lord is my helper, and I 
will not fear what man shall do 
unto me." Not all Jewish 
Christians did suffer the most 

22 Heb. 13:5 

CHRISTIAN ATHEIST? 

In the gentile world things 
were different since their soci­
ety did not have a fanatical ad­
herence to any religion, they 
only demanded that everyone 
should respect or at least toler­
ate their gods and their relig-
Ion. 

While the concept of em­
peror worship was to be im­
posed as a means of unifying 
the empire, only lip service was 
required of the people. The 
emperor would only be an 
added god to the whole pan­
theon of gods and goddesses. 
Immorality and lust was so in­
termingled with pagan worship 
that true morality was almost 
unknown to the heathen. 

When Christ Jesus was 
preached to the gentile world, 
the teaching was not a cause of 
immediate persecution. As we 
find in the accounts in t.he book 
of Acts, the gentiles received 
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the word with gladness. How 
great must have been the ap­
peal of God who loved and 
cared for man. A God who sent 
His Son that man might be 
saved. What a joy to the slave 
to realize that he was of great 
value in the sight of God: He 
who was looked upon as less 
than nothing by the freemen of 
his day. The initial persecu­
tions arose from the ~Jews who 
stirred up opposition to the 
early teachers through mob ac­
tion which they whipped up 
through lies and misrepresen­
tations. I do not mean to imply 
that there was no opposition to 
and persecution of gentile 
Christians by their neighbors 
because there was ever present 
opposition to some aspects of 
the Christian life; but the fierce 
dangerous actions came some­
what later. I think that we can 
see why there was opposition. 
First, the fact that there is sal­
vation through Christ alone set 
the Christian apart from his 
neighbors who resented the 
outright rejection of all the gods 
that he and his had worshipped 
for centuries. They could not 
and did not retain the Christian 
as a part of their social group. 
As Peter said, "Wherein they 
think it strange that ye run not 
with them to the same excess of 
riot, speaking evil of you. "23 

They came to call Christians; 
atheists because they denied 

23 I Pet. 4:4 
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the existence of their gods and 
refused to have any part in the 
community worship at the 
temples. Then as now men bit­
terly resented being condemned 
by the Bible for their sins and 
the Christian by his godly life 
and rigid adherence to the 
truth of God made them see 
their wickedness. ,Jesus 
pointed out this characteristic 
of man, "For everyone that do­
eth evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, lest his 
deeds should be reproved. "24 

"wliat a joy to tlie sfave 
to reafize tliat he was of 

great vafue in the siglit of 
goa' 

It was the sudden change 
in the life of the converted 
gentile which shocked former 
friends and acquaintances of 
the new Christian. The one 
that they had known so well 
had become a stranger with 
different moral standards, a 
completely new purpose in life, 
and a life oriented to the spiri­
tual rather than the carnal 
world. Since this sudden glare 
of light would fall most clearly 
on those who had been most 
closely associated with him, 
they would be the ones who 
were most affected by this sud­
den change; as they saw the 
righteousness in the Christian's 

24 Jno. 3:20 
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life, they would be unable to of Light in the company of the 
hide their own iniquities from children of darkness is very un­
themselves. Add to this the fact comfortable to those who wish 
that the newborn Child of God to hide from their darkness. 
would desire earnestly that his '1Iave n<J fellowship with the 
family, his friends, and all of unfruitful works of darkness, 
his acquaintances should share but rather reprove them. "26 

in the glorious hope that had The Christian gentile could not 
been given him. The zeal of the be satisfied without making 
new Christian is Proverbial. every effort to save the souls of 
Faced with his fervent zeal and all that he knew or could con­
his great love for their souls, tact. Jesus sent not Peace into 
they had only two choices; To the world but a sword.27 Those 
listen to and believe the gospel who will not receive the Gospel, 
and then obey from the heart cannot bear its light for very 
that form of doctrine which was long before they get away from 
taught them, and so make a it. 
complete change in their own 
lives; or to refuse to listen and 
then to sever his relationship 
with their company. Such an 
upheaval is not accomplished 
gent.ly, but suddenly with ha­
tred and anger. "Blessed are ye, 
when men slwll hate you, and 
when they shall separate you 
from their company, and slwll 
reproach you, and cast out your 
name as evil, for the Son of 
Man's sake. "25 

"Pagan cu{ture,jocusea as 
it was arountf itfoCatry, 

wou£c[ 6e a{most inevita-
6Cy tfestroyetf 6y tlie Ceaven 

of Cliristian influence- " 
This isolation is inevitable, 

for the Presence of the Children 

2~ Luke 6:22 

As the Pagan community 
began to realize the true nature 
of the Christian community, 
they had two very different re­
actions: They were fIlled with 
admiration at the righteous 
lives and the good works of the 
Christians: "the fruits of the 
spirito-love, joy, peace, long­
suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance. 
Against such there is no law. "28 

These characteristics creat.ed 
wonder and respect in the 
hearts of the Pagans around 
them; But even as they were 
awed by the power of right­
eousness in their neighbors, 
they were fIlled with the reali­
zation that their own cultu re, 
focused as it was around idola­
try would be almost inevitably 
destroyed by the leaven of 

2t!F.ph.5:11 
27Mt. 10:34 
"Gal. 5:22-23 
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Christian influence. Since all of 
art, music, poetry, drama, and 
events of their civic life was 
dedicated to idolatry, many 
crafts would be destroyed, 
many occupations disrupted, 
businesses altered, and society 
itself would undergo profound 
changes. 

As the men of Sodom said 
concerning Lot: "This fellow 
came in to sojourn, and hl! ",ill 
nl!eds be a ,Judge'~9: so the Pa­
gan community was often 
stirred to violent action and 
persecuted the Christians in 
their midst. As Peter said, 
"Having your conversation hon­
est among the gentiles wMreas 
(MY speak evil of you as e"il 
doers, that whaeas they speak 
evil of you as evil doers, they 
may be ashamed that falsely 
accuse YOllr good conversation 
in Christ Jesus. "30 

"'7Jie CBi6fe aoes not even 
liint tliat we sliouU pity 
tliose wlio sufferea for 

elirist: " 
Because they were sepa­

rate from and different than the 
Pagan community, having an 
integrity which did not bend to 
the Pagan will, being meek and 
so posing no physical threat to 
their persecutors, and being 

29 Gen. 19:9 
30 1 Pet 2:12, :3:16 
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mainly of the poorer people, 
they were the object of scorn, 
lies, and accusations of many 
kinds which were based on 
here-say and false rumors of 
those who envied, hated, and 
feared their influence. 

In times of natural disas­
t.ers, floods, droughts, disease, 
and events of like nature, the 
more superstitious blamed the 
Christians, saying that these 
events were the gods' anger at 
the community because they 
suffered the Christians who 
refused to worship them. Some 
would say that the only way to 
appease the gods would be to 
destroy the Christians. The 
time came when the Christian 
among the gentiles suffered as 
much or more than his ,Jewish 
brethren."l They were to suffer 
for the name of Christ Jesus 
The Lord. Burned as Nero's 
torches, thrown to wild beasts, 
crucified, beheaded, beaten, 
starved, thrown into prisons, 
they demonstrated their faith to 
a population who knew not 
God, but who learned of Him 
through their demonstrated 
faith. Those who suffered for 
Christ had the aid of the one 
who had suffered for them. He 
did not leave them alone. They 
were not left comfortless. They 
suffered with JOY In their 
hearts, having the answer of 
death in themselves, "that tMY 
should not trust in themselves 

~l I Thess 2:14 
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but in the living God that 
raiseth the dead. "32 The Bible 
does not even hint that we 
should pity those who suffered 
for Christ: rather they consid­
ered it a blessing. They suf­
fered and by their patience and 
demonstrated faith, they broke 
the Power of the Pagan World. 

TRIALS ARE 

DEVELOPMENTAL 

The trials, temptations, 
tribulations which all must suf­
fer who follow Jesus,33 are nec­
essary to the Christian's victory 
in life' But first let us remem­
ber the promise contained in I 
Cor. 10:13. "There hath no 
temptation taken you but such 
as is common to man." All men 
suffer, righteous and unright­
eous, so that the problems faced 
by the Christian really are no 
worse than many who do not 
know God suffer. As Peter said, 
"It is better if the Will of God be 
so, that ye suffer for well doing, 
rather than evil doing. "34 Isn't 
it evident tD us that if we must 
be tried, and all will be, that we 
have the infinite advantage of 
enduring this for Christ Jesus? 
We have something to hold out 
as an offering to God. 

One area of the trials pur­
pose is developmental. James 
said, 'My Brethren count it 
ALL JOY when ye fall into di-

32 II Cor. 1:9 
33 II Tim. 3: 12 
941 Peter 3:17 

vers temptations, knowing that 
the trying of your faith worketh 
patience. "35 Be glad that op­
portunity is given to develop 
patience or endurance. Rejoice, 
James tells us. Unalloyed Joy. 
This may seem at first to be a 
little extreme until we think it 
through. Every occupation re­
quires concentrated effort to 
master. Every sport requires 
strenuous exertion if the person 
is to excel, every soldier must 
undergo rigorous training if he 
is to survive on the battle field 
and to protect his country; and 
even so the Christian life re­
Quires strenuous effort if it is to 
be successful. Notice that you 
do not develop the endurance-­
patience--by complaining and 
grumbling. 

"'Victory is ours if we 
onfy trust in Jfim wfio 

never jaiCetf. " 
Paul develops an addi­

tional sequence in Romans 5:3, 
"and not only so but we glory 
in tribulations also knowing 
that tribulation worketh pa­
tienee and patien~e experience, 
and experience hope, and hope 
maketh not ashamed (does not 
disappoint) because the love of 
God is shed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Ghost which 
is given us." 

3/1James 1:2 
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Since the only way we de­
velop the requisite Christian 
attributes is through overcom­
ing temptations_ trials, etc., 
then these trials should be a 
cause for rejoicing and not of 
despair. Remember; Victory is 
ours if we only trust in Him 
who never failed. 

Peter adds to th is by 
teaching, "That the trial of your 
faith, being much more precious 
than gold that perisheth, 
though it be tried with fire, may 
be found unto praise, honor, 
and glory at the appearing of 
Christ. "36 If gold is purified by 
fire, a most precious soul must 
be tried hy the fires of persecu­
tion if it. is to be a glory to God. 

God's promise that we will 
not be tempted above that we 
are able. hut will make a way of 
escape that we will be able to 
bear it;37 should encourage us 
with the realizat.ion that if we 
put our t.rust and hope in Him, 
we cannot fail. 

KNOWING SORROW 

PREPARES FOR COMFORT 

Paul teaches us that our 
abilit.y to comfort. others comes 
only as a result of the comfort. 
we receive from God as we en­
dure t.rlbulations for Him. 38 

How much we all wish for the 
ability to comfort and console 

3'31 Pet. 1:7 
371 Cor. 10:13 
38 2 Cor. 1:3.6 
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others. Yet this ability is only 
gained through like experience. 
We can empathize wit.h them. 
knowing how they feel and 
knowing the help t.hat God has 
given us when we needed it. 
We need to know sorrow before 
we can receive the great com­
fort from God, and only when 
we have been so comforted are 
we able to comfort others. 

Wit.hout t.he spiritual ex­
ercise that comes as a result of 
the trials and temptations of 
life, we would never be molded 
into the image of Christ Jesus 
our Lord. We would only be 
hearers and not doers, wishers 
and not hopers. faithless and 
not faithful. They make us 
study, t.hey make us pray for 
st.rength, they help us to be 
humble and meek. A, Paul 
said, "\V/t"n I am weak, then am 
I strong," and ''] can do all 
things through Christ which 
strengthens me. "39 

"Onfy when we have 

6een so comforteci are we 
a6fe to comfort others_ " 

It. is also t.hese t.hat pro­
duce self-examioat.ion so that 
we know the areas of need in 
our Christian character40 
Trials and t.ribulations also en­
able us to demonstrate our faith 
to others. 

39 Phil 4:13, II Cor. 12:10 
40 Phil. 3: 15 
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OBEDIENCE: BORNE BY 

SUFFERING 

How do we know that we 
believe in Christ and love God? 
Only when we keep his com­
mandments faithfully. "Though 
He were a son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things He suf­
fered," and "being made Perfect, 
He became the author on eter­
nal salvation unto all them that 
obey Him. "41 "Being found in 
fashion as a man, He became 
obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. "42 

"For this is the love of God, 
that we keep his command­
ments,"43 

"Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation for after he 
is tried, he shall receive the 
crown of life which God hath 
promised to them that love 
Him."44 

When there is no opposi­
tion, when all seems rosy, the 
soul is not secure nor sure, like 
the seed on stony ground. Per­
secution and opposition are the 
test. When Paul said, ''I have 
fought a good fight, I have fin­
ished my course, I have kept the 
faith;"45 he knew that he be­
lieved and he knew that he 
loved God because he had been 

41 Heb. 5:8-9 
42 Phil. 2:8 
43 I .John 5:3 
HJames 1:12 
411 II Tim 4:7 

tested and had not been found 
wanting. 

Even so you and I can only 
know that our faith is strong 
and that our love for God is 
sure when we follow in the foot­
steps of God while the storms of 
life seek to drive us astray and 
we follow him though the path 
of the Pleasure of The World 
and the deceitfulness of riches 
seek to bemuse our mind to lure 
us away. No one has ever felt 
so strong in faith that he does 
not need to rest upon the help 
of the Lord, not upon our own 
strength for that is little in­
deed. It is thus that we learn 
the true source of strength in 
our life. 

"CJ'riafs and tri6ufations 
afso ena6fe lLS to demon­

strate our faitli to 
otliers_ " 

It is interesting that God 
does not judge us by His own 
foreknowledge but on what we 
do. Our own actions, our own 
life will be facing us in the day 
of Judgment and so even as 
Abraham demonstrated to God 
his faith in obeying the com­
mand of God in offering Isaac, 
even so we must prove our faith 
and love to Him by obedience in 
the face of opposition and hin­
drances of all kinds. "Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I will 
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give thee a crown of life. "46 

"But he that shall endure unto 
the end, the same shall be 
salled. "47 

"Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation for when 
he is tried, he shall receive the 
craun of life, which the Lord 
hath promised /0 them thl/.t 100'e 
Him. "48 Yes. God watches over 
our lives and helps us in times 
of need, but He expects us to 
show our faith in action--in 
deeds49 God had given to each 
of us the opportunity tD show 
our love for Him by our whole 
life lived in and by Him who 
died for us. We also demon­
strate our faith before others 
and show to them the sincerity 
of our faith. 

"'We must pr01Je our faitli 
and" fave to Him 6y 06edl­
ence in tfie face of opposi­
tion and" liind"rances of a[[ 

/(jrufs" 
Paul shows how that his 

suffering for Christ Jesus 
supplied to the Colossians a 
demonstration of faith in Christ 
whose sufferings for them they 
had heard about but yet were in 
the past. 50 Paul showed plainly 

4fiRev.2:1O 
47Mt.24:13 
48,James 1:12 
~9James 2:26 
50 Colossians 1 :24 
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the living Christ in his own life. 
"Fill lip that which is behind of 
the afflictions of Christ in my 
flesh for his body's saile, which 
is the Church. "51 The faithful 
Christian in enduring the op­
position of those who do not 
know Christ shows to others 
the truth of Christ in his life-­
Living Christ before others. 
"Ye are the light of the world. "52 

"Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. "53 

"That ye may be blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God with­
out rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, 
among whom ye shine as lights 
in the World; Holding forth the 
words of life;"&< The Bible is 
filled with many scriptures 
showing our personal respon­
sibility to show Christ in our 
life that others may see and can 
believe. 

UNTESTED FAITH LEADS To 

OVERCONFIDENT ACTION 

The third category deals 
with the great. blessings which 
come to us only when we face 
those persecuting us without 
flinching but with complet.e 
t.rust. in the living God who has 
never failed t.hose who follow 
Him. 

~l Col. 1 :24 
~2Mt. 5:14 
03Mt.5:16 
MPhi12:15 
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One is the assurance that 
comes to us after we ,have been 
tried in the fIre and have stood 
fast. LIke the untried soldier 
who undergoing his fIrst action 
with the enemy is able to say, "1 
didn't run! I didn't fail l I stood 
fast and fought!" So it is that 
we feel the joy of a faith that 
stands, with the Lord's help, 
the test. 1 know that I believe 
and am willing to pay the price. 
There is no arrogance, no ego­
tism, in such an assessment 
because he knows it was with 
the Lord's help and not by his 
own strength alone. We know 
that the Lord's help will always 
be there and we feel the 
strength of t.est.ed faith. 

'Wow shaff we truly 
{now elirist if we ao tWt 

suffer witli elirist?» 
'1 write unto you young 

men, because you have over­
come the wicked one ... I have 
written unto you, young men, 
because ye are strong, and the 
word of God abideth in you, 
and ye have overcome the 
wicked one. "55 Peter said to 
Jesus, "T/wugh I should die 
with thee, yet will I not deny 
th~e. "56 Peter denied him 
three times. But after the res­
urrection of Jesus and his as­
cension into heaven, Peter was 

MI,John2:13-14 
"Mt.26:35 

tested to the ult.imate and de­
nied him not. Untested he was 
overconfIdent. Tried in the fIre. 
he was able to stand by the 
Power of the living God who 
sustained him through death. 
Untried we often lightly assert 
the fIrmness of our faith. 
learning our own frailty uut 
also the Power which is there to 
aid us, we know that we can 
stand and we know what we 
must do to continue to stand. 

PROCLAMATION BY 

SUFFERING 

Another great blessing IS 

that when we suffer for Christ 
and his Word, we know that 
our life is having an effect. We 
know that others are seeing His 
life in us and that we are effec­
tively proclaiming Christ .Jesus 
the Lord. That is what we are 
called to do. How it thrills the 
soul to see that it is being ac­
complished through you. We 
are carrymg his cross. We 
know it and others see and re­
sent it. They hate Christ in us. 
Can we do anything but thank 
God for His blessings? 

As the apostles beaten for 
daring to preach in the name of 
Jesus, went forth rejoicing that 
they were counted worthy to 
suffer shame for his name, 57 

even so we should rejoice if we 
are counted as being worthy of 
representing Jesus by suffering 

1\7 Acts 5:41 
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for the truth. John truly said 
that he was not worthy of un­
loosing the shoe latches of Je­
sus shoes. We certain Iy are not 
worthy of standing out before 
man balding fortb the Word of 
Life, but God bas made us wor­
thy' Shall we cringe in 
shame?? Shall we be afraid? 
Gar! forbid. 

How shall we truly know 
Christ if we do not suffer with 
Christ? "That I ma,Y know Him, 
and the power of His resurrec­
tion, and the fellowship of His 
slllferings, being made con­
formable unto His d<!ath. "58 

The fellowship of His suffer­
lOgS: Being able to feel the 
eioseness, being able to experi­
ence the pain He bore for us. 
Being able to appreciate what 
He experienced for us. What a 
great blessing that truly would 
be. How can I love Him be­
cause He suffered pain for me if 
T do not know what pain is nor 
have I endured any for Him? 
How can T love Him for the bit­
ter gall in the cup if T do not 
know what bitter is? How can I 
love Him who stood all alone 
enduring the hatred of a whole 
people who cried out for His 
blood, screaming "crucify Him, 
crucify Him," if I have never 
felt the rejection or scorn from 
men who hate Him and who 
persecute us for the Christ in 
our life? 
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To feel the closeness, the 
deep love, the great trust in 
Him, we must have the fellow­
ship of His suffering. As Peter 
said; "Beloved, think it n<Jt 
strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, os 
th<Jugh some strange thing 
happen<!d un!<J you; but rejoice, 
in-os-much os ye are partakers 
of Christ's sufferings, that 
when his glory shall be re­
vealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding Joy. If ye be re­
proached for the name of 
Christ, happy are ye; for th<! 
spirit of glory and of God res­
teth upon you: on their part He 
is evil spoken of, but on your 
part He is glorified. Yet if any 
man suffer os a Christian, let 
him not be oshamed; but let 

'jI sign of victory is not 
tlie sign of tIefeat" 

him glorify God on this behalf, 
For the time is come that judg­
ment must begin at the house of 
God; and if it first begin at us, 
what shall the end be of them 
that obey not th<! gospel of God? 
And if th<! right<!ous scarcely be 
saved, where shall th<! ungodly 
and the sinner appear? Where­
fore let them that suffer accord­
ing to the Will of God commit 
the keeping of their soul to Him 
in well doing, as unto a faithful 
Creator. "59 

~9I Peter 4:12·19 
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Notice that our .Judgment 

is in this life as God's children 
and if we stand the 'test, if we 
are faithful unto death, we will 
receive the crown of life. This 
is the time of testing, this is 
examination day; let us make 
sure to meet the test and vic­
tory is ours. If we fail it, then 
all is lost. 

"But the God of all grace, 
who hath called ltS unto his 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, 
afwr ye have suffered a while, 
make you perfect, establish, 
strengthen, settle YOlt. "60 

'~nd if Children, then 
heirs; heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ; if so be that 
we suffer with him, that we 
may be also glorified to­
gether. "61 

U([)on't force tlie um.vilIi11fJ 
to fisten nor IioUf out tlie 

Christ in an un-Christ-fili.! 
manner " 

The New Testament is 
filled with examples of those 
who were faithful and the scrip­
tures emphatically point out to 
us that suffering for Christ is a 
cause for rejoicing and not a 
cause for sorrow. A sign of vic­
tory is not the sign of defeat.62 

00 I Peter 5: 10 
61 Romans 8: 17 
62PhiL 1:28 

SEEK NOT PERSECUTION 

One warning needs to be 
given. We should not seek op­
position or persecution. It will 
inevitably come to the faithful, 
but to make efforts to do so is to 
pervert the scriptures and the 
Christian life. If we are perse­
cuted because we become arro­
gant, self-righteous, scornful, 
shoving ourselves in others 
faces; we have no cause for re­
joicing in the resulting perse­
cution since it is not Christ in 
us, but an unchristian spirit 
which is persecuted. As a cer­
tain sect of people force them­
selves into hospital rooms and 
pray loudly against the will of 
the patients, when ejected from 
the room, talk of being perse­
cuted for Christ when it is only 
their own obnoxious behavior. 
Don't seek persecution, Christ 
didn't; He went to another city 
and taught. Paul didn't, he 
went on to another city when 
faced with opposition, rejection 
and hatred. 

If you suffer for Christ, 
rejoice and thank God, but 
don't force the unwilling to lis­
ten nor hold out the Christ in 
an un-Christ-like manner. 
There can be a perverted pleas­
ure in being the object of perse­
cution because it makes you the 
focus of attention, like a little 
child who would rather be 
spanked than not to be the cen­
ter of attention. 
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If you suffer as all will for 
"Christ in YOIl, the hope of 
glory," be thankful and follow 
Jesus, carrying your cross. 

COURAGE TO BE DIFFERENT 

\Vhile suffering for Christ 
today may be involved with less 
of the prospect of torture or 
physical pain than in the days 
of the apostles, it is still pres­
ent: but perhaps more subtle. 
We are surrounded with the 
pernicious influence of Satan 
from birth to death, and there 
are many means by which our 
Cbristian faith is constantly 
tested. 

Our children in the school 
environment are under many 
pressures and influences which 
could twist their characters. 

They are taught to be tol­
erant toward things which are 
shameful and evil in the ex­
treme. Homosexualit.y is 
treated as if it were an alter­
nate lifestyle, even though God 
has condemned it from the be­
ginning; Sodom and Gomorrah 
suffered "the vengeance of 
eternal fire" because of it. 
Loose moral conduct between 
the sexes is dealt with as if 
chastity and decency were al­
most impossible to attain and 
unimportant .. Sometimes teach­
ers fear to ask a child concern­
ing his parents lest the child 
can only answer his father or 
mother ran off with someone 
else or perhaps. were never 
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married. Of course not all 
schools advocate and sanction 
loose moral conduct, yet the so­
called sex education courses 
advocated by federal and state 
departments of education do 
not envision any moral im­
provement but rather to teach 
children how to sin without 
physical penalties. The spiri­
tual and emotional results they 
disregard. Some schools find it 
difficult to select teachers who 
have some standard of moral 
conduct that would fit them to 
be a role model for the students 
entrusted to their care. While 
not all schools can be con­
demned for immoral influences, 
our society is so permeated with 
this that our schools cannot be­
come champions of morality. A 
teacber could not teach the stu­
dents to fear God or even to 
mention His name wit.h rever­
ence. Should a teacher use it in 
blasphemy, that would be ac­
ceptable! 

"'We must aff {earn to 
stana afone against tfie 

forces of evif ana not to 6e 
asliamed" to foffow elirist 

Jesus our Lord." 
The student who fears the 

Lord and loves Him is being 
faced with many choices. Does 
someone ask to copy their 
bomework so that they them­
selves do not need to study but 
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get credit for work not done? Our desire for friendship, 
Does someone want 19 cheat on our need for association with 
a test by looking at your an- others must never cause us to 
swers? Does someone seek to lose our fellowship with God. 
have you join a clique or gang? James said, "Whosoever there­
Do the other students want to fore will be a friend of the world 
tell you fIlthy stores? These is the enemy of God. "63 

influences have always been 
present, but they seem even 
more present today. Children 

"We 1ia1Je no time to put 
off untie tomorrow tlie 
liefp our cliiUren neea 

f_ " touay. 
from Christian homes, or those 
who have been baptized into 
Christ, have an opportunity to 
stand out as examples to their 
classmates. If they have the 
courage to be different, if they 
question in a respectful manner 
the statement of a teacher or 
classmate that is blatantly con­
trary to what is right, they may 
be a strong moral influence on 
others. We must all learn to 
stand alone against the forces 
of evil and not to be ashamed to 
follow Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Young or old we have a great 
opportunity to be an example to 
others of what God would have 
them to be, but we must know 
right from wrong and be willing 
to take a stand and keep it. In 
dress, in speech, in conduct, we 
must be followers of Christ and 
not the world. 

I do believe that today es­
pecially young people are being 
faced with a multitude of trials 
and temptations presented in 
various formats so that they 
appear innocent but are not. 
Young Christians must learn to 
stand alone and firmly refuse to 
participate in questionable and 
spiritually dangerous things. If 
at any time in the world's his­
tory there has been a need for 
the Church to guide those who 
are young, it is now. As par­
ents we seem to have so little 
time to teach, to warn, to en­
courage, and to be an example 
to our children. Yet parents 
are the strongest influence of 
any child's life provided they 
themselves are strongly inter­
ested in the child's eternal wel­
fare rather than just the 
physical. We have no time to 
put off until tomorrow the help 
our children need today. Pray 
for the Lord's help to enable 
you to do what you can to help 
the children to gain the Victory 
in life; to grow up in Christ Je· 
sus, their Lord and ours. 

63 James 4:4 
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"ECONOMIC" SUFFERING 

FOR HIM 

There are many economIC 
circumstances in which the 
Christian will and must endure 
for the Lord's sake. We may 
lose a job because an employer 
asks us to lie or do somet.hing 
dishonest. Some occupat.ions 
will be e10sed to a Christian be­
cause of t.he conditions under 
which they must. work. Can a 
Christ.ian who is a trained mu­
sician seek employment in a 
Night Club? Can a Christian 
work in a dance band? Can a 
Christian work in a music 
group which has in its reper­
toire indecent, obscene, or im­
moral lyrics? I am sure t.hat 
there is a limit.ed area of em­
ployment in the field of music 
in which the Christian who is a 
trained musician can succeed, 
especially in public schools, but 
the field is limited and even 
there one's conscience might be 
troubled by some things you are 
required tD do. 

In almost every occupation 
the Christian chooses there will 
be occasions where the Chris­
tian must take a stand and ref­
use to do something shady, 
dishonest, or questionable: t.he 
mechanic whose employer 
wishes him to replace parts 
which are not defective, t.he 
stDre where he is asked to re­
package and re-dat.e out.dated 
produce, the secretary whose 
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boss asks her to tell callers t.hat 
he is out when he isn't. the Po­
liceman who is instructed to 
ignore a broken law because the 
person involved has political 
connect.ions, the candidate for 
office who is told to promise 
things he knows he cannot de­
liver or which would not. be in 
the best interests of t.he people. 
In every avenue of employment 
the Christian is required to be 
an example of Christ. t.o others; 
to be a light in the world of 
darkness. Weare not to be 
busybodies in ot.her men's mat­
t.ers, but. we must make sure 

"'Tlie Cliristian must taf?g 
a staruf aruf refuse to ao 
sometliing sliadj, alS­
lionest, or questiona6fe. " 

that. we do not partake of evil. 
The Christian must. be different 
from the world. The Christian 
dare not. let. himself be involved 
in anyt.hing which would de­
stroy his Christian influence. If 
ot.hers mock, reproach, perse­
cut.e. and speak evil of us be­
cause we refuse to fit in with 
the course of this world, we 
should and must rejoice that 
Christ in us is visible t.o others. 
If we seek to be popular, if we 
seek to escape unpleasantness 
so much that we keep a low 
profile, then we are not follow­
ing Jesus nor carrymg our 
cross. 



86 Richard Riggins: If We SuITer With Him 

DEATII OR IMPRISONMENT? 

There are areas in the 
world where even today a 
Christian is threatened with 
imprisonment or death for ad­
vocating and teaching Christ 
Jesus as Lord. In Somalia the 
U.N. Personnel were threat­
ened with death if they distrib­
uted Bibles to the people of the 
area. In many fundamental 
Moslem nations, a Moham­
maden, who is baptized into 
Christ is subject to the death 
penalty. But in most of the 
world our persecution will be 
scorn, separation, anger, and 
belittlement from those who are 
unwilling to do right. "But ye 
are a chosen generation, a royal 
Priesthood, an holy nation, a 
Peculiar People; that ye should 
show forth the praises of Him 
who hath called you out of 
darkness into His marvelous 
light. "64 

ENTERTAINMENT BLITZ 

The influence of the enter­
tainment media are all perva­
sive in our society. The 
Christian must use care in the 
things he lets himself partici­
pate in or watch. The presence 
of corrupt and evil influences in 
the literature that we read, in 
the conversations that we hear 
all around us, warn uS that we 
truly must "Prove all things; 

&4 I Pet 2:9 

hold fast that which ~. good. 
Abstain from all appearance of 
evil. "65 

What the future holds only 
God knows for certain, but the 
prospect does not look bright. 

I t is probable that the en­
tertainment means will so in­
crease that mankind will be 
able to fill their whole life with 
such a multitude of different 
options that reflective thinking 
and meditation on spiritual 
things can be bypassed by 
many people. The soul hunger 
may be stultified by pandering 
to the carnal man. The oppor­
tunity for people to secretly en­
gage in all manner of visual 
sensual stimuli may enable 
many to claim a conduct above 
reproach, but inwardly to be 
full of all manner of evil. Even­
tually, at times, the inner cor­
ruption will show up but then 

"In most of tlie worUf our 
persecution wi[[ 6e scorn, 
separation, a1lfJer, ana 6e­
Cittfement from tliose wlio 
are unwifCi1lfJ to ao ria lit " 

almost everyone else will be 
doing the same. Usually, his­
torically, whenever there has 
been a civilization grossly cor­
rupt and immoral. the pendu­
lum has swung back to a more 
decent, moral succeeding era; 

MIThess.5:21-22 
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however, the multiplication of 
the entertainment media does 
not hold up much hope for a 
return to a calmer, more decent 
society. Could man become so 
sated with all of this frothy, 
filthy, pleasure mad society 
that he will become sick to his 
soul and vomit it out? 

All this could collapse 
overnight if people no longer 
paid for it, no money, no show; 
however, man has never in the 
past proved himself so wise. A 
terrible, world wide, depression 
(economic) might topple it but 
in times of the depression, the 
movIe industry flourished, 
People sought escape from real­
ity into fantasy; man would 
probably do so even more, 

FUTURE SUFFERING 

The future presents, it 
seems to me, a two-fold pros­
pect for the People of the Lord 
and Savior: First, there will be 
increased pressure against the 
Christian because the Will of 
God will be increasingly alien to 
the course of the world. The 
truth will become increasingly 
unpleasant to a world seeking 
pleasure above all, Since the 
Gospel is a sword which pierces 
the conscience of man, there 
probably will be increased per­
secution, economic, social, and 
physical. The Christian can 
expect to be hated because he 
dares to be different and testi­
fies that their works are evil. 
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", , ' but me it hateth, because I 
testify of it, that the works 
thereof are evil, "66 The perse­
cution of the Children of God 
may become violent at times, 
those who give themselves over 
to pleasure seldom have re­
straint and self-control when 
their anger and malice are 
aroused, 

The religious world may 
well seek greater and greater 
accommodation so that they 
become more centralized in 
thought and increasingly dis­
tant from the truth, (Although 
one wonders how,) Increas­
ingly, there may be opposition 
for the Lord's Church by the 
mass of "religious" groups who 
resent bitterly the idea that 
there is only one way and the 
flat fact that they are not on it, 
One could expect increasing 
efforts to stamp out the light 
that infuriates them, 

"what tfie future fwfd"s 

onCy qoa k.nows for cer­
tain, 6ut tfie prospect aoes 

not Cook. 6nglit_ " 
As with societ.y and the 

world's religions, Government.s 
may also unite to try to elimi­
nate The Truth, "''hen Satan is 
unbound, he may be able to use 
national governments to try to 
stamp out the Truth, However, 

6fiJohn 7:7 
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we see even today that the and His Glory before man. We 
courts seem almost hostile to cannot afford the weakness of 
Christianity. Governments no doubt or discouragement to 
longer encourage right.eousness cause that light to dim or 
as they seem to have done in flicker. We must hold the truth 
the immediate past; from the fast, and hold it up for the fu­
foundat.ion of our own nation ture generations of man. You 
until recently. How far these are God's light bearer' Hold it 
three areas will go in opposition up and keep it. Pure. 
no one knows, of course, but we 
need to be ready. • •• 

"Wlien Satan is un6ound; 
lie may 6e a6fe to use na­
tiona[ g01lemments to try 
to stamp out tlie 'T TUtti. » 

The second point is that 
the influence of the Christian 
should be greater in the future 
as we stand in sharper contrast 
to the evil influences around us. 
The more that others leave the 
plain simple truth of the Gos­
pel, the clearer the message 
should be. In counterfeit cur­
rency, the closer they are to the 
true currency, the more easily 
they are accepted by banks and 
businesses. The greater their 
differences from the true, the 
more easily they can be identi­
fied and rejected_ As the relig­
ious world becomes more and 
more alienated from the truth, 
the more easily the sincere per­
son will be able to identify the 
Truth. 

There is a great mission 
before us! We are God's Chosen 
People to hold out His Truth 

911 S. Main 
Windsor, MO 65360 
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William Hens~ 

jlI~}1 
William James Hensley was born on March 30, 1918 in Cedar 

Rapids, Iowa. During the 21 years he lived in Cedar Rapids, he 
obeyed the gospel in 1935 at age 17. He attended several bible 
studies during his early Christian life, including three extended 
studies in St. Louis and Chillicothe, Missouri. On April 1, 1939, 
Brother Hensley began service in the Lord's kingdom as an Evan­
gelist and proclaimer of truth that continues to this day, spanning 
56 years of effort to save the sinner from his errant way. 

The work began in Red Cloud, Nebraska and eventually ex­
tending into Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri and Kansas. For 
many years Brother "Bill's' clear baritone voice has been heard on 
radio waves across Mid-America every Sunday morning. In the 
brotherhood he has no equal in the medium of radio ministry. 
Souls have been lead to Jesus by this effort. 

On October 15, 1941, Sister Verneta B. Clem became a valu­
able asset to the ministry by becoming Brother Bill's wife and life­
long companion in service to the Lord. Three children came to 
bless this family of God. They resided in Fairbury, Nebraska, later 
living and working out of New Castle, Indiana, Chillicothe, Mis­
souri. For the past several years Lawrence, Kansas has been home 
for the Hensley family. 

Brother Bill has expressed how thankful he is to God and to 
the brethren for making the opportunity to serve possible . 

••• 
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EARNESTLY CONTENDING 

It is easy to be overwhelmed by the increasing demands of 
our fast moving world to the point we let slip our duty to contend 
for the faith. 

Brother Hensley's message is drawn from many years of per­
sonal experience in not only expounding, but also living the an­
swer. The lesson is plain yet powerful in providing admonition to 
every Christian to be a contender in word and deed. Genuine 
conviction is a must as we prepare for the 21st Century. 

Jude offers a teaching in message of complete salvation. 
his epistle which is dynamic It came from the same base as 
and practical in its presentation the Law of Moses in the Old 
and application. In Jude 3. he Testament. '~nd he gave unto 
directs his remarks to the heart Moses, when he had made an 
of Christian life and touches end of communing with him 
each facet of a Christian's ac- upon mount Sinai., two tables of 
tivities when he says, "earnestly testimony, tables of stone, writ-
contmd for the faith." ten with the finger of God."l 

The reader may k With the coming of this gospel, 
"WHAT IS THE FAITH?" ~~~ Peter wrote, '~ccording as his 
reply is clearly taught in the divine power hath given unto us 
New Testament (and even in all things that pertain unto life 
the Old Testament). We see and godliness . .. "2 

that faith is the complete gospel The One Gospel is the one 
in the New Testament. The thing men and women are to 
verse in Jude speaks of that believe and obey. Again Paul 
which came one time and only refers to the gospel as "one 
one time' A true quality of faith" in Ephesians 4:5. The 
faith is found throughout the one faith, which came at one 
Bible, but here it refers to one time, is the teaching all Chris­
great and golden happening. tians are asked to earnestly 

At Pentecost. in Acts 2, the 
Holy Spirit delivered a godly 'Exo. 31, 18 

22 Peter 1: 3 
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contend for in everyday 
tian living. 

Chris- numbers that were added to the 

CONTEND: THE VITAL 

WORD 

What does the word 
"contend" imply? To me it is a 
strong word with the idea of 
meeting the challenges with 
full vigor and strength, not 
holding back, but presenting 
the truth of the gospel in word 
and in living." 

We see tliat faitli is tlie 
campCete gaspe{ in tlie 

:New <Testament_ 
We will offer examples, 

from the Holy teaching of those 
who did contended earnestly in 
every act of life and purpose. 
"Earnestly" is an expression 
which seems to drive home the 
power and reality of a contend­
ing life. This may well be a 
greater effort than other issues 
of debate or human discussion. 
It becomes a very part of the 
actual life of the Christian. He 
or she becomes a strong exam­
pie of the heartbeat of a dedi­
cated life. I see this in both 
young and old in Christ as they 
live for Him. It is one factor 
which offers true hope for the 
days yet ahead in the work of 
the church. 

Earnestly contending be­
gan at Pentecost with the apos­
tles and later spread to the vast 

Lord. Remember the first re­
port of the lives of the saints in 
Jerusalem after Pentecost? 
They continued steadfastly in 
the apostles' doctrine'" As you 
read on, you will find example 
after example of contending for 
the faith once delivered to the 
saints. Notice that it was not 
delivered directly from heaven 
to the alien sinners, but first to 
the saints, and then on to many 
who filled Jerusalem with the 
doctrine. It could not have 
been as effective if only spoken; 
it had to be backed up by de­
voted living. The early days of 
Christianit.y left a print on the 
hearts and minds of the thou­
sands that heard, believed, and 
finally obeyed from their 
hearts. 

GENUINE CONVICTION 

Deep conviction is a part of 
contending for this faith. With­
out genuine conviction, con­
tending for the faith would 
never really "get off the 
ground". Consider the apostles 
in the beginning at Pentecost. 
Beginning with Peter in Acts 
2: 14, the first gospel sermon 
recorded by Luke is clearly a 
teaching of conviction. Peter 
begins by successfully proving 
that the apostles are not filled 
with new wine. lIe follows the 
teaching of the Spirit in a direct 
effort of contending for the 

3 Acts 2:42 
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faith. By mention of both Joel 
and David, his presentation 
carries great weight on the 
minds of the Jews from 
throughout the Roman Empire 
who listened to the sermon. 

Again let me mention that 
to contend earnestly for t.he 
faith requires more t.han what 
one can say. It must include H. 

firm conviction in t.he lives of 
t he ones preaching the gospel. 
How many times can a message 
from the words of a powerful 
speaker fall flat. because of in­
appropriate conduct? The 
aposUes proved t.heir conviction 
not by their speech alone, but 
also through their conduct. 

A good example of this is: 
"We C(lnnot but speak the things 
which we have seen and 
heard. "4 Another example is: 
''We ought to obey God rather 
than. men."5 Here are words 
support.ed by the conviction of 
righteous doings. "Obey God 
rather than men," And so it. 
goes on. day after day. week 
aft.er week, and year after year. 
The apostles offered t.he t.each­
iog received from heaven and 
then lived by the same teach­
ing. We cannot miss the point. 
of conviction as we cont.end for 
the faith. 

.. Acts 4:20 
r; Acts 5: 29 
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STEPHEN'S STAND 

Stephen is a classic exam­
ple of contending for the one 
faith. In Acts chapter 7, Ste­
phen's "to the point" historical 
review before the leading Jews 
is a lesson that every Christian 
man and woman should study 
and learn t.o love, It is this 
great record given by Luke 
which undoubtedly led to a full 
scale contending for t.he fait.h 
among untold numbers of 
saint.s in the early days. Ste­
phen announced in full voice, ''[ 
see the h"avens opened, and the 
Son of man standing on the 
right hand of God, "6 This is 

UJitliout genuine con­
viction, conteruEingfor 
the faitfi wouUf never 

rea[[y "get off the 
ground"_ 

one of t.he great.est. announce­
ments by inspiration that is 
found in the record of the New 
Test.ament. Brother Stephen 
died, but t.he spirit of t.he occa­
sion still lives in the hearts of 
many Christians yet today. 
Like Abel, Stephen's stand for 
God and Christ still speaks to 
us today.' 

6 Acts 7:56 
7Hebrews 11:4 
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HONEST FAITHFULNESS IN 

WORD & DEED 

The wall of persecution 
continued on, but in the face of 
all the power presented by the 
devil, the church continued to 
grow and to spread. This reo 
minds me of brethren in earlier 
days stating that persecution 
can not destroy the church, but 
rather help it to grow. How can 
this be? It is true! My only 
answer is found in the fact that 
the brethren were devoted in 
contending for the faith. The 
historical record is there; it can 
never be proven to be wrong. 

Again fet me mention 
tliat to contend ear­

nestfy for tlie faitli re­
quires more tlian wliat 

one can say. 
I think also of the Apostle 

Paul how he contended for that 
same faith as Brother Stephen. 
Many accounts in PauYs life as 
an apostle illustrate this point. 
Let me point to two of them, 
both well known. First, to the 
Ephesian elders at Miletus, in 
Acts chapter 20: "Take heed 
therefore unto yourselves, and 
to all the flock." The elders 
knew that Paul meant for them 
to contend for the faith. 

On the same occasion Paul 
said to the Ephesians, 

"Therefore watch, and remem· 
ber, that by the space of three 
years I ceased not to warn every 
one night and day with tears. "8 

What an effort on the part of 
the apostle to teach and exhort 
the brethren as leaders of the 
congregation l He wanted them 
to contend for that faith, the 
same as he was doing. Breth· 
ren today should learn to take 
time in teaching to point out 
the need for honest faithfulness 
in word and in deed. 

OLD TESTAMENT 

CONTENDERS 

Contending for the faith is 
not a teaching alone for the 
New Testament. Its foundation 
can be found in the Old Testa· 
ment. Think of the lives of 
godly people such as Joshua, 
Samuel, and Daniel and many 
others which come to mind. 
Each one believed in God and 
did honestly and earnestly can· 
tend for the faith in the Crea· 
tor. 

Joshua is outstanding in 
this matter. He wrote the will 
of Almighty God for Israel and 
to all of our present day, 
" ... be strong and very coura· 
geous, that thou mayest observe 
to do according to all of the law. 
Turn not from it to the right 
hand or the left ... "9 And in 
his life of 110 years, he followed 

8 Acts 20:31 
9 Joshua 1:7 
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up with the great statement: 
'ils for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD. "10 Let 
these word be bound upon our 
hearts as we daily contend for 
the faith. 

Samuel is a kindred faith­
ful man of God. It was he who, 
according to the will of God, 
confronted King Saul to relate 
to the monarch that he would 
be overthrown as king of Israel. 
Samuel reminded the king, "To 
obey is better than sacrifice. "11 

Samuel's action is of added 
meaning, when we stop to think 
how close the ties of friendship 
bound Saul and Samuel. For 
Samuel, God and His Word rose 
above any human tie. The 
same must be said of tbe faith­
ful as we contend for the faitb 
once delivered unto the saints. 

Por SamueC 

goa antiJfis 'Wora rose 
a601Je any fiuman tie, 

The story of Daniel is one 
of the great accounts of t.he Old 
Testament which depicts the 
strong faith one godly man had 
in his life, even as a captive. It 
has been said that people live 
differently when away from 
home and the family circle. Of 
course this is not always the 
case, but it is a point to remem­
ber when considering the ac-

10 Joshua 24: 1 5 
II 1 Samuel 15: 22 
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tions of men and women of the 
scriptures. To Daniel, the fact 
that he was far away from 
home as a captive did not altar 
his faithful stand for God. 

In Daniel chapter 5, we 
have a good account of Daniel's 
contending for God. While in 
the feast hall, with all the sins 
of the day steeped around him 
on every side, he stood for God. 
Like the song says, "Dare to be 
a Daniel." When called to tell 
the meaning of the famous 
handwriting on the wall, this 
great man of God (what a 
Christian he would bel) told the 
ruler and his court, 'Thou 
host not humbled thine heart, 
but host lifted up thyself 
against the Lord of heaven; and 
they have brought the "essels of 
his house before thee, and thou, 
and thy lords, thy wives, and 
thy concubines hove drunk wine 
in them; and thou host praised 
the gods of silver, and gold, of 
bross, iron, wood, and stOM, 
which see not, nor hear, nor 
know: and the God in whose 
hand thy breath is, and whose 
are all thy ways, hast thou not 
glori.fied, "12 Right to the point, 
with full faith I Daniel was con­
tending for faith in God. 

THE GREAT CONTENDER 

We dare not leave the 
point of contending for faith 
without including the example 

12 Daniel 5:22-2.1 
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of Jesus, God's Son. The strong 
faith, or belief, Jesus had while 
in this life is undoubtedly the 
greatest example of all. In the 
hour of deep depression, He 
prayed, " ... not my will, bllt 
thin", be done. "13 How could 
we find a greater word picture 
of true conviction and devotion, 
in the face of death, tban tbe 
Savior displayed? 

cpfeasure and enter­

tainment may fiave 

ta~n over contend1.11fJ 
Jar tfie Jaitfi. 

The question has been 
asked many times, "for what 
did Jesus pray?" when He 
prayed to His Father, as re­
corded throughout the gospels? 
We know He did not pray for 
forgiveness of sins, for He had 
no sin. What tben did He pray 
for? I wonder if Christ ask for 
strength to meet the challenge 
of each new day; for help to 
remain true to God that He 
might always contend with that 
conviction which was so much a 
part of His earth life. Jesus 
wanted the aid of His Father to 
do the complete work required 
by Him. If this was Christ 
prayer, would it not be one of 
the keys to our contending for 
the faith in what we say and do 
daily? 

13 Luke 22:42 

PREPARE TO CONTEND 

Again we consider the dis­
ciples of the first century. Let 
us look at the aposUes as they 
went about daily contending for 
that faith which recently came 
with the Spirit at Pentecost. 14 

It has always been fasci­
nating to my mind trying to 
relate how the apostles did 
continue steadfastly in that 
doctrine of Acts 2:42. The rec­
ord tells us that before ,Jesus 
spent the 40 days with the 
apostles following His resur­
rection and prior to His ascen­
sion, they doubted. To the 
reader, the bible clearly proves 
that through the teaching in 
Acts chapter 1, the news of the 
kingdom removed the doubt of 
Jesus' resurrection and intro­
duced the true concept of what 
the kingdom was to be. It was 
evident that the kingdom was 
not of this earth, but was from 
heaven and of heaven. From 
this point on, they did not doubt 
as Christ went back to heaven, 
but did as they were told, 
waiting for the coming of the 
Holy Spirit. They knew Jesus 
arose from the dead. They saw 
Him ascendl5 With this 
knowledge, they knew that His 
body had not been stolen out of 
the tomb, as the leaders of the 
Jews claimed. Believing they 
were right and realizing they 

HActs 2:4 
1r.Acts 1:11 



Journal of Faith, Volume I 

must deal with false teaching 
and opposition, pushed them on 
with a deeper conviction to con­
tend for this belief. 

A few days later, when the 
Spirit came ~t Pentecost and 
filled the apostles with power 
and knowledge, they had no 
doubts about their feelings. 
They knew they were ready to 
stand for Jesus and even to die 
for Him as their true king. It is 
well to note that this Spirit 
provided them with everything 
that would be needed for life 
and godliness. They also knew 
that what had happened was 
not possible through "book 
learning", or due to human ex­
perience in life. They knew 
that it. came from Jesus and 
that their course was charted 
as t.o what. they were to say and 
bow thev were to live. If this 
had happened to anyone of us, 
we would know the same. It is 
well to think of this when you 
read or listen to the message 
and life of these godly men. 
The coming of the Spirit and 
what it enabled them to do, re­
moved all doubt and prepared 
them to earnestly contend for 
the faith. 

GENUINE TO TIlE CORE 

In our lives today, this 
same conviction is needed if we 
are to contend for the faith. I 
call it being "genuine to the 
core". With this confidence, we 
are able to make full proof of 
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our service as Christians. We 
will still have weak times and 
fall short, but in the main, we 
will stand for Him and live for 
Him come what may. 

%ere is a aecCine of 
num6ers aruf Jaitli in 
many quarters_ 'lIiis 

causes Jaitlifu[ 6retliren 
to 6ecome afannea. 
What happens if one is not 

"genuine to the core", but has 
doubt and uncertainty in his or 
her mind? First, without ex­
ception, the devil knows how 
we feel. In fact, the evil one 
may know it better than we do. 
Remember that the devil will 
work on this weak spot. He will 
approach the individual, just as 
he did Jesus in His temptation. 
Read Matthew chapter 4 very 
carefully. Remember, Christ 
was hungry. The devil knew 
Jesus was divine, but he also 
knew the Son of God had a hu­
man side. That's the side the 
devil worked on, due to Jesus' 
hunger. No doubt the devil 
thought that food would do the 
trick in his temptation. It had 
worked on Adam and Eve in the 
garden, so surely it would also 
work to cause Jesus to fall. 
Glory to God, it did not work! 
Jesus answered, "It is written." 
The devil knows the power of 
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God's Word16 

It brings sorrow to the 
Christian's heart to see a 
brother or sister who appears to 
be strong in the faith tempted 
to forsake the faith. Many 
times we are overwhelmed to 
learn that people we have 
known for many years are 
leaving the congregation for 
one reason or another (maybe 
just an excuse). Forsaking the 
assembly for something easier 
or more enjoyable, it would 
seem. Pleasure and entertain­
ment may have taken over con­
tending for the faith. Our 
prayers go out and up for the 
return of the drifting brother or 
sister. Could this drifting soul 
have been one who was not 
"genuine to the core"? To avoid 
this condition, we think it 
would be well to pray that we 
walk closely with Jesus every 
day. If we do not walk closely, 
how can we really be genuine to 
our very heart? 

WHAT DO WE SEE IN THE 

CHURCH TODAY? 

We see several thing. 
There is a decline of numbers 
and faith in many quarters. 
This causes faithful brethren to 
become alarmed. This situation 
may leave a door open for oth­
ers to leave. For some congre­
gations, it may be looked upon 
as the beginning of the end. 

16Hebrews 4:12 

We must admit this is happen­
ing and learn to deal with it. 
One way to deal with this de­
plorable condition is to remem­
ber that in all cases, the matter 
is one between God and the in­
dividual. It is not a matter be­
tween brethren. Each soul 
must answer to God. I've 
known individuals who think 
things through and return to 
the congregation. Whether this 
happens or not, the day is not 
Over. The tide can tum, and 
already has in some places. To 
the genuine Christian, this 
spurs the faithful on to work 
harder for the Lord. Prayer 
becomes a daily factor for the 
church and the brethren. 

I reca[{ that often in 
tlie li.'Ves of our you11{j 

peopCe, I see a deep and 
a6idi11{j faith. 

I also see a brighter side. 
Even where only a few are left 
to "hold the fort," things are 
looking up. Many times, this 
can be found in the youth of the 
church. I recall that often in 
the lives of our young people, I 
see a deep and abiding faith. In 
fact, in the lives of some of our 
teens, I see a display of devo­
tion and conviction. This is 
great' In this, there is coop­
eration between youth and age. 
Faith, and contending for it, is 
also found in the lives of older 
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bretbren. One dear sister 
asked me, "What can I do in my 
senior years?" I was happy to 
answer tbis dear soul. I offered 
with determination, "Live the 
best you can before the breth­
ren' including the youth, and 
let all know that you are alive 
for the Lord." It is true, the 
young will be the church of to­
morrow. But how can there be a 
church of tomorrow if there is 
not the great examples of age to 
the younger? 

"rBe soU on tlie Lora 
anciJfis teacliing wi[( 

five in your lieart. " 

I can see a great future for 
the church of today and into 
tomorrow. I see small groups 
with both youth and age, 
though little in number, they 
are strong in the faith. I see 
strong elderships. I see coop­
eration between youth and age. 
Besides this, I see one of the 
greatest. crops of young men 
working as evangelists. The 
question has been honestly 
asked, "Do we have men enter­
ing the field as evangelists?" 
When I begin to name even just 
those that I know, it brings 
hope to the soul who may have 
wondered and let doubt take 
over. 

It gets back tu this individ­
ual matter again, dear readerR. 
Think about it. We come into 
life one at a time. Even twins 
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are born one before the other. 
We obey the gospel one at a 
time. Our talents blend with 
those of other brethren in the 
work of the Master, but still we 
have an individual salvation to 
work out17 Finally, we die one 
at a time and are judged as in­
dividuals. What does this have 
to do with contending for the 
faith once delivered to the 
saints? It brings us to the stark 
reality that a great deal of our 
ability to contend for the faith 
first begins within our own in­
dividual hearts, as we strive to 
live as Christians. As one man 
put it, "Be sold on the Lord and 
His teaching will live in your 
heart." 

LOOK UP, LOOK DOWN, 

LOOK IN & AROUND 

I am happy to put this 
sermon into print. I am glad to 
know that many today want to 
contend for the faith. The 
question is, Do they know how? 
Will they take the opportunity 
to learn how it may be done?" 
I do not have the answer, but 
God does, as He always has. 
He does not want one soul to 
perish. He wants every child to 
do the very best he or she can 
do. God stands ready to aid, 
day or night. 

Our final word in this ser­
mon is a personal challenge. 
Will you meet the challenge of 

17 Phil. 2:12 
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each and every day with a de-
termination for right? God and 
Christ are in control. The 
church will still be alive when 
Jesus comes in the air18 The 
gates of evil can never destroy 
it. Certainly, the power of 
manmade doctrine will not pre-
vail. 

Let me suggest a little out­
line on the following page, not 
original with me, but effective, 
to say the least. Read it. Think 
about it. Sincerely try it. It 
will work. It will help each in­
dividual who tries it to prepare 
for a life of earnestly contend­
ing for the faith. 

18 1 Thes. 4:17 
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Pray Daily 
"Pray without cea$ing. "19 

Read & Study the Bible Daily 

"Study to shew thyself ap­
proved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be (J$hamed, 
rightly dividing the word of 
truth. "20 

Look About You Daily 

"As we have therefore op­
portunity, let us do good unto 
all men, especially unto them 
who are of the household of 
faith. "21 

Rate Your Faith Daily 

'7 beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye p resent your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your rea­
sonable service. And be not 
conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove 
what is that good, and accept­
able, and perfect, will of God. "22 

19 1 Thes. 5: 17 
20 2 Tim. 2: 15 
21 Gal 6: 10 
22 Rom. 12: 1-2 

(Look up) 

(Look down) 

(Look around) 

(Look inside) 
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